ö ny Fee J | ' x L 4 ” | Y * * _ — 75 511 . 2 — . — 8 
Wine l , | IN Iz. tl 
LOS] Nen Ne " 
MHD) \ * * \ | . ö | | 
. 8 8 * W d N % \\ 8 | 


. 


. 


S 
<> of 


<< 3% 
">< x 
N 


= 


* 


AA 


Roynl 


* 
Je: JDT Ka 
V n 
i kd G | 4 , th JILL * . 
us | 
| = W | | 
* i 5 : v ? | N eh N 
Tos „ Wa Q N 6 ih 
* RJ | e — | Aung Wy ll 4 
AGAR. * DV 1 
en | 
Fg a ' . ; 
" 
K 


C.-... 


„ 4 * 


oy Wy 


. * Wit WW if b 
: FT 5 k : 
* Ui N N * 
( [ ö Vi 12413; N 0 
— 8 8 3 | LED | W N. 1 1 | 
| oy A n \ WAL Wot 
ad Nüvi wh W ' LING SP) RV AN. ö U il \\ WW Ni. „ ! 


Jas. Act 


Aar BA 


ge Ahn 


a 
. 


© 


7 


ö ny Fee J | ' x L 4 ” | Y * * _ — 75 511 . 2 — . — 8 
Wine l , | IN Iz. tl 
LOS] Nen Ne " 
MHD) \ * * \ | . ö | | 
. 8 8 * W d N % \\ 8 | 


. 


. 


S 
<> of 


<< 3% 
">< x 
N 


= 


* 


AA 


Roynl 


* 
Je: JDT Ka 
V n 
i kd G | 4 , th JILL * . 
us | 
| = W | | 
* i 5 : v ? | N eh N 
Tos „ Wa Q N 6 ih 
* RJ | e — | Aung Wy ll 4 
AGAR. * DV 1 
en | 
Fg a ' . ; 
" 
K 


C.-... 


„ 4 * 


oy Wy 


. * Wit WW if b 
: FT 5 k : 
* Ui N N * 
( [ ö Vi 12413; N 0 
— 8 8 3 | LED | W N. 1 1 | 
| oy A n \ WAL Wot 
ad Nüvi wh W ' LING SP) RV AN. ö U il \\ WW Ni. „ ! 


Jas. Act 


Aar BA 


ge Ahn 


a 
. 


© 


7 


1 HE 


ADVENTURES 


OF 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


IN WHICH ARE INCLUDED, 


M EE MOHR S8 
OF A 


LADY OF QUASITF 


In FOUR VOLUMES 


Y 0 14-2 


— 
— 


Refpicere exemplar vite morumgque j ubebo, 
CF . 4 4 44 444 CP —"F-" . , , „ 
Lodlum imitalerem, © weras hinc ducere roces, Ho. 


— 


EDINBU.KR 2: 
2 
PRINTED FOR SILVESTER DOIG, 


M. Dec. (lll. 


D 


* 
jy" ETSY 


ä »„— 


— — —— — — — — as 4 
2 — VF; * = Fenn 


EO N THMEN EE 0 


OF THE 


SECOND VOLUME. 


Har. XXXV. He embarks for France; ts over- 
taken by a florm; is Surpriſed with the appearance 
of Pipes; lands at Calais, and has an affatr with the 
officers of the euſtom-houſe, Page I 


Cuay XXXVI. He makes a fruitleſs attempt in gal- 
lantry ; departs jor Boulogne, where he ſpends the 
evening with certain Engliſh extl/es, p. 10 


Cuar. XXXVII. Proceeds for the capital. Tales up 
bis lodgings at Bernay, where he is overtaken by Mr 


Horn'cck, whoſe head he longs to fortißy. p- 17 


* i” XXXVIII. They /et out in company, br eatfaſ? 
Abbe Ville, dine at Amiens, and abcut eleven 

7 Pelock arrive at Chantilly, where Peregri e executes 

a plan which he had concerted upon Hornbeck. p. 22 


Cuay. XXXIX. He is involved in an adventure at Pa- 
ris, and taken priſoner oy the city-guard. Becomes de- 
quainted with a French nobleman, who introduces him 
to the beau monde. p. 27 


Cuar. XL. Acquires a diſtin idea of the French go- 
vernment 5; quarreis with a mouſquetaire, whom he 
afterwards fight and wvanqui/les, after having pu- 
ee him for mterfering in bs amorous recrea- 
7100 p. 35 

Cuar. 


iy | CONTENTS of vor. II. 


Car. XLI. Mr Jolter threatens to leave him on ac- 
count of his miſcondutt, wiicn he prom:ſes to refify : 
but hrs reſelution 25 ares 'ed by toe impernofity of 
his paſſions, He moet, accidenially with Mrs Horn- 
beck, who elopesr with bim from her h ;ſbe d. but 1s 
reflored by the interpeſition of the Britith Ambaſſa- 
dor. Page 44 


Cyae. XIII. Peregrine reſolves to return to England, 
is diveried with the odd charatters of two of his Coun 


men, ewilh toben he contrads an at QUAINIARCE 1t n the 
»3* F bn a f D * pu 
apariments of the Palais Rea. p. 53 


Cnae XLII. He in reduce his new friends to Mr 
Jeitrr, with whom the doctor eniers wnty A aifpute unon 
government, which bad well nigh terminated in open 
war, p- 02 


Enip, X-LIY, The goctor prepare: an euteriatr men- 7 
e 1 4e of the auc: ents ' quhich is at! . 2602 9 di. 
eit Hidiculous circumſlances. P. 68 


Cnap. XIV. The painter is perſuaded to accompany 
£ 2ickle {0 Q FEW 7. a rade i lan 2 N ef 0 2 F 1 hp 
ed in a LY Ul HO UNC AGUA, A and 1 Fa hits £91019 1 - 
nion conveyed to the Baflile. p. 79 

Char. XLVI. By the fidelity of Pipes, Foiter is inform- 
ed of 544 Pup: 1 4 Ja! Cs '> 74 fe fs A'. 5 the ph. 1 tan. 
A lic S 10 the 10110 7 fads 8 TO ho w:th FAC Pas drfroutty, 
obiains ihe drjcoarge of {be pri joners, on CCriai cons 
dutons. P. 85 


Cray, XLVII. Peregrine mates bimſelf merry at the 
expence of the peer, Why a bit Brat and 
breaks with the dobtor. p. 89 

Char. ALVIIL. . Pallet concorues an bearty contempt 
for his fellyw-traveller, aud atiaches himſelf ty Pickle, 
who, nevertheleſs, perſecutes bim with his miſchievous 
talent upon the road to Flanders. | p. 93 


Cuay. XLIX. Nor is the phyſician ſucred from his ri- 


diculz, They reach Arras, where our adventurer en— 


ares 


on 
8 
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gages in play with two French officers, who next mor- 
ning give the landlord an intereſting proof of their in- 
portance. Page 106 


Cuae. L. Peregrine moralizes upon their behaviour, 
which is condemned by the doctar, and defended by the 
governor. They arrive mn ſafe ty at Lille, dine at an 
ordinary, v1/it the citadel, The phyſictian quarrels with 


a North Briton. abb is put in arreſt. p- 111 
Cray, LI. Pickle ergages with a bnght of Malta, ins 


conver/ation upon the Eugliſh age, which ts followed 
by a diſſertation on the theatres of the ancients 2 the 
doctor. 117 


Cuav LIT. An adventure happens to Pipes in Ars 
quence of w:ch he i di/aniſJed from Pe regrine ' ſervice. 
The whole company ſet out for Ghent in the Dili- 
gence. Our hero is captivated by a lady in that 
carriage ; intereſis her ſpiritual director in his be- 
half. P- 123 

Cnar. LIII. He makes ſome progreſs in her affedtions ; 
1s interrupled by a dilpute between Jolter and a Jew ; 
of peaſes the wrath of the Capuchin, who procures for 
him an interview with bis fair en/{aver, in which he 
finds hunſelf decerved. p-. 131 


Care, LIV. He makes another Git towards the ace 
combliſhment of bis wiſh, whicd is peſiponed by 
AHraunge accident, P · 136 

p, LV. They depart from Ghent. Our hero en- 
gages im a political diſpute with his miſtreſs, wham 
he ends, and pacifies with ſubmiſion. He prattiſes 
an expedient to detuin the carriage at Aloſt, and con- 
firms 4 & prigft in his intereh. P- 141 

Canp, LVI. The French coquelte entraps the heart of the 
jew, egaz// w-umn Pallei enters ine à conſpiracy s by 
which Peregrine 1s agarn diſappointed, and the He- 
brews incontinence cp d. P. 147 


„LVII. Pallet, ende avouring ta unravel the myſ- 
fery of the treatment De had received, falls out of the 
17 pan into the hr . P. 153 


CHAD, 


— 
. 


— 2 


| 
| 


CY _ 
ur ans. 5 


i * Wt 3 


8 hd v 


= 
ꝓꝙꝓ— — — — .:(᷑:Zið—ͥ — . 
— — — — 
- l 


— 


5 CONTENTS of vor. II. 


Char. LVIII. Peregrine almoſt dillrafed with bis 
diſappointments, conjures the fair Fleming to permit his 
vifits at Bruſſels, She withdraws from his pure 
ſutt. Page 165 


Cnae, LIX. Peregrine meets with with Mrs Horn- 
beck, and is conſoled for his lofs. Hrs valet de chambre 
1s embroiled with her duenna, whom, however, he Fe 
means to appeaſe. p. 


Char. LX. Hornbeck z informed of his wife's adven 
ture with Peregrine, for whom he prepares a rata. 
gem which is rendered in:f.aual by the information 
of Pipes. The huſband 1s ducked for his intention, 
and our hero apprehended by the patrole. "fo iy, 


Cnap. LXI. Peregrine 27 releaſed, Jolter confounded 
at bis my/fierious conduct. A conieft hatpens between 
the poet and painter, who are reconciled by the media- 
tion of their. fella w-traveliers, p. 183 


Cuae, LXII. The travellers d:part for Antwerp, at 


* 


which place ihe painter gives a a looſe to bis ent! 22 
aſm. p. 190 


Cray, LXIII. Peregrine artſully foments a quarrel 
between Pallet and the phyſician, who fight a duel on 
ie ramparts, P- 197 


Cuar. LXIV. The door exulis in his victory. They 
ſet cut for Rotterdam, where they are entertained by 
{ws Dutch gentlemen in a yacht, which is overturned 

n the Mae ze to he man e hazard of the painter's 
life. They Jpend 1 he vening art thetr entertainers, 
and next day vifit a cabinet curl gilie r. p. 207 


nr. LXV. They proceed to the Hague; from whence 
they depart for Amfterdam, where they fee a Dutch 
tragedy. Viſit the . 0 e in which Peregrine 
quarrel; with the captain of a man of war. They 
paſs through Haarlem, in their way to Leyden, Ke— 
urn t9 Rotterdam, here the C5 mpany ſeparates, and 
eur hero, with bis ait:ndants, arrive in /afety at Har- 
wich, Page 214. 


Car. 


CONTENTS of Vor. II. vii 
Cnay. LXVI, Peregrine deliver: his letters of recom- 


mendutiun at Landon, and returns to the garriſon, to 
the unſpeakable joy of the commodore and bis whole fa- 
mily. Page 220 
Car. LXVII. Sees his fifter bappily married. Viſits 


Emelia, who receives him according to his de. 


ferts. p. 228 


Cnar. LXVIII. He attends his uncle with great affec- 
tion, during a fit of ilineſs, Sets out again for Lon- 
don; meets with his friend Godfrey, who ts prevailed 
upon to accompany him to Bath; on the road to which 
place they chance 10 dine with a perſon, who entertains 
them with a curious account of a certain company of 
aaventurers. P. 234 


Cnae. LXIX. Godfrey exccutes a ſcheme at Bath, by 
which a whole company of ſharpers is ruined. p. 240 


Cnar. LXX. The two friends eclipſe all their compett- 
tor in gallantry, and practiſe a pleaſant project of re- 
venge upen the phyſicians of the place. p. 246 

Char LXXI, Peregrine humbles a noted hefor, and 
meets with a /irange character at the houſe of a certain 
lady. P. 254 

Cnar. LXXII. He cultivates an acquaintance with the 


Miyanthrope, who favours him with a ſhort ſketch of 
bis own hiſtory, p. 201 
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C H A P. XXXV. 


He embarks for France; tr overtaten by a florm; ts 
ſurpriſed with the appearance of Pipes; lands at Ca- 
lais, and has an affair with the rfficers of the cuſtom- 
houſe. 


CARCE had the veſſel proceeded two leagues on 
the paſſage, when the wind ſhifting, blew directly 
in their teeth ; fo that they were obliged to haul upon 
a wind, and alter their courſe, The ſea running pretty 
high at the fame time, our hero, who was below in the 
cabin, began to be ſqueamiſh, and, in conſequence of 
the ſkipper's advice, went upon deck for the comfort 
of his ſtomach; while the governor, experienced in theſe 
ditaſters, ſlipt into bed, where he Jay at his eaſe, amu- 
ling himſelf with a treatiſe on the Cycloid, with alge- 
Vor. II. A brgen 


— 


2 THE ADVENTURES OF 


braical demonſtrations, which never failed to en- 
gage his imagination in the moſt agreeable man— 
ner. 

In the mean time, the wind increaſed to a very hard 
gale, the veſſel pitched with great violence, the ſea 
walhed over the decks, the maſter was alarmed, the crew 
were confounded, the paſſengers were overwhelmed with 
ſickneſs and fear, and univerſal diſtraction enſued. In 
the midſt of this uproar, Peregrine holding faſt by the 
taffril, and locking ruefully a-head, the countenance of 
Pipes preſented itſelf to his aſtoniſhed view, riſing as 
it were from the hold of the ſhip, At firſt he imagined 
it was a fear-tormed ſhadow of his own brain; thovgh 
he did not long remain in this error, but plainly percei- 
ved that it was no other than the real perſon of Thos 
mas, who jumping on the quarter-deck, took charge of 
the helm, and dictated to the ſailors with as much au— 
thority as if he had been commander of the ſhip. The 
Kipper locked upon him as an angel ſent to his afſiſt- 
ance, and the crew ſoon diſcovering him to be a tho— 
rouz h-bred {caman, notwithſtanding his livery frock, 
obeyed his orders with ſuch alacrity, that in a little 
time the confuſion vaniſhed, and every neceſſary ſtep 
was taken to weather the gale. 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived the 
meaning of Tom's appearance on board; and, when the 
tumult was a little ſubſided, went up and encouraged 
him to exert himſelf for the preſervation of the ſhip, 
promiling to take him agein into his ſervice, from which 


he ſhould never be dilnifled, except at his own deſire.“ 


This aſſurance had a ſurpriſing effect upon Pipes, who, 

though he made no manner of reply, thruſt the helm 

into the maſter's hand, ſaying. Here, you old bum- 

boat woman, take hold of the tiltcr, and keep her thus, 

boy, thus,“ and ſkipped Ageut the veſlel, trimming the 
: . (22 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. ; 


ſails, and managing the ropes with ſuch agility and {kil}, 
that every body on deck ſtood amazed at his dexte- 
rity. 
Mr Jolter was far from being unconcerned at the un- 
ommon motion of the veſſel, the ſinging of the wind, 
and the uproar which he heard above him ; he looked 
towards the cabin-door with the moſt fearful expecta- 
tion, in hope of ſeeing ſome perſon who could give him 
ſome account of the weather, and what was doing upon 
deck; but not a ſoul appeared, and he was too well 
acquainted with the dilpofitien of his on bowels, to 
make the leaſt alteration in his attitude. When he had 
lain a good while 1n all the agony of ſuſpence, the boy 
tumbled headlong into his apartment, with ſuch noiſe, 
that he believed the maſt had gone by the board, and 
ſtarting upright in his bed, aſked, with all the ſymp- 
toms of horror, what was the cauſe of that diſturbance ? 
The boy, half ſtunned by his fall, anſwered in a dolo« 
rous tone, Pm come to put up the dead lights.” At 


mention of dead-lights, the meaning of which he: 
did not underſtand, the poor governor's heart died with- 


in him; he ſhivered with "deſpair. His recollection 
ſorlaking him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, and 
Hing his eyes upon the book which was in his hand, 
began to pronounce aloud with great fervour, © The 
time of a compleat olcillation in the cycloid, is to the 
time in which a body would fall through the axis of the 
cycloid DV, as the circumference of a circle into its 


diameter“ He would in all likelihood have proceeds 


ed with the demonſtration of this propoſition, had ho 


not been ſeized with (uch a qualm as compelicd him to 
drop the book, and accommodate himſelf to the emer- 
gency of his dittemper, He therefore ſtretched himſelf 


at full length, and putting up ejaculations to heaven, 


began to prepare himſelf for his latter-end, whea all of a 


A 2 ſudden 


| 
| 
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ſudden the noiſe above was intermitted ; and, as he 
could not conceive the cauſe of this tremendous filence, 
he imagined that either the men were waſhed overboard, 
or that, deſpairing of ſafety, they had cealed to 3 
the tempeſt, While he was harrowed by this miſerable 
uncertainty, which, however was not altogether unen— 
lightened by ſome ſcattered rays of hope, the maſter 
entered the cabin: then he aſked with a voice halſ-ex- 
tinguiſhed by freer, how matters went upon deck? and 
the Tipper, with a large bottle of brandy applied to his 
mouth, anſwered in a hollow tone, „“ All's over now, 
maſter :*? upon which Mr Jolter giving himſelf over for 
loft, exclaimed with the utmoſt horror, © Lord have 
mercy upon us: Chrift, have mercy upon us!” and 
repe ated this „ as it were mechanically, until 
1 aiter undeceived him, by explaining the m eaning 
o! what he had ſaid, and afluring bim tht the ſqual was 
Cs. | 
Such a ſudden tranſition from fear to joy, occaſioned 
a violent agitation both in his mind and body ; and it 
was a full quarter of an hour before he recovered the 
right ule of his organs. By this time the weather 
cleared up, the wind began to blow again from the 
right corner, and the ſpires of Calais appeared at the 
diſtance of five leagues; ſo that the countenances of all 
en board were lighted up with joyous expectation and 
Peregrine venturing to go down into the cabin, con fort- 
ed his governor with an account of the happy tura of 
their afferr 

J. lte aniported with the thought of a ſpeedy land- 


a 


ing ia a to launch cut in praiſe of that country for 
which they were bound, He obſ. -rved, that France 
Was tne land of politencſs and ho oſpitalit y, which WET 


cou vicuous in tne LeDav:iour Gf all ranks and degrees, 
from the peer to the peaſant: that a gentleman and a 
foreigner 


F A Oo ok. . 


r 
Rf - oo as + * * - 


das 
5 
* 


PEREGRINE PICKLE o 


he foreigner, far from being inſulted and impoſed upon by 
©, # the lower claſs of people, as in England, was treated 
d, nich the utmoſt reverence, candour, and reſpect : that 
fe the fields were fertile, their climate pure and healthy, 
le their farmers rich and induſtrious, and the ſubjects in 
n- general the happieſt of men. He would have proſeeu- 
er ted this favourite theme ſtill farther, had not his pupil 
K. been obliged to run upon deck, in conſequence of cer- 
nd Y tain warnings he received from his ſtomach, 

\is , The ſkipper, ſeeing his condition, very honeſtly re- 
, | a minded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a baſket 


of wine which he had ordered to be {ent on board, and 
alked if he would have the cloth laid below? He could 
not have choſen a more ſeaſonable opportunity of mani- 
feiting his own difiatereſtedneſs. Peregrine made wry 
faces at the mention of food, bidding kim, ſor Chriſt's 


ates Sa tet 


* 


take, talk no more on that ſubject. He then diſcended 
into the cabin, and put the fame queition to Mr Jolter, 
who, he knew, entertained the fame abhorrence for his 
propolal; and meeting with the like reception from 
him, went between decks, and repeated his courteous 
proffer to the valet de chambre and lacquey, who lay 
ſprawling in all the pangs of a double evacuation, and 
rejected his civility with the moſt horrible loathing, 
Thus baffled in all his kind endeavours, he ordered his 
boy to ſecure the proviſion in one of his own lockers, 


: 
9 
+4 


accorCing to the cuſtom of the ſhip, 
It being low-water when they arrived on the French 
coalt, the velle! could not enter the harbour; and they 
were obliged to bring to, and wait for a boat, which in 
leſs than half an hour came along fide from the ſhore. Me 
Jolter now came on deck, and ſnuffing up the French 
air with ſymptoms of infiaite ſatisfaction, aſked of the 
boatmen, with the friendly appellation of Mes enfant, 
What they demanded for tranſporting him and his pupil, 
A 3 with 
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with their baggage, to the pier. But how was he dif- 
concerted, when thoſe polite, candid, reaſonable waters 
men, demanded a Louis d'or for that ſervice ! Pere- 
grine, with a ſarcaſtic ſneer, obſerved, that he already 
began to perceive the juſtice of his encomiums on the 
French; and the diſappointed governor could ſay no- 
thing in his own vindication, but that they were de- 
bauched by their intercourſe with the inhabitants of 
Dover. His pupil however, was ſo much offended at 
their extortion, that he abſolutely refuſed to employ 
them, even when they abated one half in their demand, 
and {wore he would ſtay on board till the packet ſhould 
be able to enter the harbour, rather than encourage ſuch 
impoſition, 

The maſter, who in all probability had ſome ſort of 
fellow-feeling with the boatmen, in vain repreſented, 
that he could not with ſafety lie to, or anchor upon a 
lee-ſliore; our hero, having conſulted Pipes, anſwered, 
that he had hired bu veſſel to tranſport him to Calais, 
and that he would oblige him to perform what he had 
undertaken, 

The ſkipper, very much mortified at this perempto— 
ry reply, which was not over and above agreeable to 
Mr Jolter, diimifſed the boat, notwithſtanding the ſoli- 
Citations and condeſcenſion of the watermen. Running 
a little farther on ſhure, they came to an anchor, and 
waited til] there was water enough to float them over 
the bar, Then they ſtood into the harbour, and our 
gentleman, with his attendants and baggage, were land- 
ed on the pier by the ſailors, whom he liberally reward- 
ed for their trouble, 

He was immediately plied by a great number of por- 
ters, who, like ſo many hungry wolves, laid hold on his 
luggage, and began to carry it off piecc-meal, without 
his order or direction. Inccuſed at this officious inſo- 
lence, 
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lence, he commanded them to deſiſt, with many oaths: 
and opprobrious terms that his anger ſuggeſted; and, 
perceiving that one of them did not ſeem to pay any 
regard to what he faid, but marched of with his 
burden, he ſnatched a cudgel out of his lacquey's hand, 
and overtaking the fellow in a twinkling, brought him 
to the ground with one blow. He was inſtantly ſur- 
rounded by the whole congregation of this canar/le, who 
reſented the injury which their brother had ſuſtained ; 
and would have taken immediate ſatisfaction of the ag- 
greſſor, had not Pipes, ſeeing his miſter involved, brought 
the whole crew to his aſſiſtance, and exerted himſelf ſo 
menfully, that the enemy were obliged to retreat with 
many marks of defeat, and menaces of intereſting the 
commandant in their quarrel, Jolter, who knew and 
dreaded the power of the French governor, began to 
ſhake with apprehenſion, when he heard their repeated 
threats; but they durit not apply to this magiſtrate, 
who, upon a fair reprelentation of the caſe, would have 
puniſhed them ſeverely for their rapacious and inſolent 
behaviour, Peregrine, without further moleſtation, a- 
vailed himſelf of his own attendants, who thouldered 
his baggage, and followed him to the gate, where they 
were ſtopt by the centinels, until their names ſhould ba 
regiltered, 

Mr Jolter who had undergone this examination be- 
fore, reiolved to profit by his experience, and cunning- 
ly repreſented his pupil as a young Englith lord. This 
intimatiôn, lupported by the appearance of his equipage, 
was no ſooner communicated to the officer, than he 
turned out the guard, and ordered the ſoldiers to reſt 
upon their arms, while his Jordihip paſted in great Rate 
to the Lion d' Argent, where he took up his lodging 
tor the night, reſolving to ſet out for Paris next morn- 
ing in a polt-chaiſe. 


The 


e 


9 THE ADVENTURES OF 


The governor triumphed greatly in this piece of com» 
plaiſance and reſpect with which they had been honour- 
ed, and reſumed his beloved topic of diſcourſe, ap- 
plauding the method and ſubordination of the French 
government, which was better calculated for maintain- 
ing order and protecting the people than any conſtitu— 
tion upon earth. Of their courteous attention to ſtran- 
gers, there needed no other proof than the compliment 
which had been paid to them, together with the gover- 
nor's connivance at Peregrine's employing his own ſer— 
vants in carry ing the baggage to the inn, contrary to 
the privilege of the inhabitants. 

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree of ſelf. 
zndulgence on the ſubject, his valet de chambre coming 
into the room, interrupted his harangue, by telling his 
maſter, that their trunks and portmanteaus muſt be ear- 
ried to the cuſtom-houle, in order to be ſearched, and 
ſealed with lead, which muſt remain untouched until 
their arrival at Paris, 

P-regrine made no objection to this practice, which 
was in itſelf reaſonable enough; but when he under- 
ſtood that the gate was beſieged by another multitude 
of porters, who infiited upon their right of carry ing the 
goods, and alto of fixing their own price, he ab ſolutely 
refuſed to comply with their demand. Nay, he chaſti- 
ſed ſome of the moſt clamorous among them with his 
foot, and told them, that if their cuſtom-houſe officers 
had a mind to examine his baggage, they might come 
to the inn for that purpoſe. The valet de chambre was 
abaſhed at the boldnels of his walter% behaviour, which 
the lacquty, thrugzing vp his ſhoulders, obſerved, was 
dien a  Angloiſe 3 while the governor repreſented it as 
an indignity to the wiiule nation, and endeavoured 0 per- 
ſuade his pupil to comply wich the cuſtom of the places 
But Peregrine's natural haughtineſs of diſpoſition bin» 
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dered him from giving ear to Jolter's wholeſome ad- 
vice; and in lels than half an hour, they obſerved a file 
of muſqueteers marching up to the gate. At ſight of 
this detachment, the tutor trembled, the valet grew 
pale, and the lacquey croſſed himſelf; but our hero, 
without exhibiting any other ſymptoms than thoſe of in« 
dignation, met them on the threthold, and with a fero« 
cious air demanded their buſineſs. The corporal who 
commanded the file, anſwered with great deliberation, 
that Le had orders to convey his baggage to the cuſ- 
tom-houſe ; and ſeeing the trunks ſtanding in the entry, 
pl.ced his men between them and the owner, while the 
porters that followed took them up, and proceeded to 
the Douane without oppoſition, 

Pickle was not mad enough to diſpute the authority 
of this meſſage; but in order to gall, and ſpecify his 
contempt for thole who brought it, he called aloud to 
his valet, defiring him, in French, to accompany his 
things, and ſèe that none of his linen and effects thould 
be Rolen by the ſearchers. The Corporal, mortified at 
this ſatirical infinuation, darted a look of reſentment at 
the author, as if he had been intereſted for the glory of 
his nation; and told him, that he could perceive he was 
2 ſtranger in France, or elle he would have ſaved him- 
lelf the trouble of ſuch a needleſs precaution, 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


He makes a fruitleſs attempt in gallantry ; departs for 
Boulogne, where he /pends the evening with certain 
Engliſh cles. 


E AVING thus yielded to the hand of power, he en- 

quired if there was any other Engliſh company 
in the houſe ; when underſtanding that a gentleman and 
lady lodged in the next apartment, and had beſpoke a 
poſt-chaiſe for Paris, he ordered Pipes to ingratiate 
himſelf with their footman, and, if poſſible, learn their 
names and condition, while he and Mr Jolter, attended 
by the lacquey, took a turn round the ramparts, ' and 
viewed the particulars of the fortification, 

Tom was fo very ſucceſsful in his enquiry, that when 
bis maſter returned, he was able to give him a very ſa— 
tisfactory account of his fellow-lodgers, in conſequence 
of having treated his brother with a bottle of wine, 
The people in queſtion were a gentleman and his lady 
lately arrived from Evgland, in their way to Paris. 
The huſband was a man of good fortune, who had been 
a libertine in his youth, and a profeſſed declaimer a- 
gainſt matrimony, He wanted neither ſenſe nor expert- 
ence, and piqued hitſelf in particular upon his art of avoid- 
ing the ſnares of the female ſex, in which he pretended 
to be deeply veried. But, notwithſtanding all his caution 
and ſkill, he had lately fallen a ſacrifice to the attrac- 
tions of an oyſter-wench, who had found means to decoy 
him into the bands of wedlgck ; and, in order to evade 
the compliments and congratulaiions of bis friends and 
acquaintance, he bad come ſo far on a tour to Paris, 
where he intended to initiate his ſpuule in the beau— 
monde, In the mean time, he chole to live upon the 
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reſerve, becauſe her natural talents had as yet received 
but little cultivation; and he had not the moſt implicit 
confidence in her virtue and diſcretion, which, it ſeems, 
had like to have yielded to the addreſſes of an officer at 
Canterbury, who had made ſhift to infinuate himſelf into 
her acquaintance and favour. 

Peregrine's curioſity being inflamed by this informa- 
tion, he lounged about the yard, in hopes of ſeeing the 
Dulcinea who had captivated the old bachelor; and at 


W length obſerving her at a window, took the liberty of 


bowing to her with great reſpect. She returned the 
compliment with a courteſy, and appeared ſo decent in 
her dreſs and manner, that unleſs he had been previouſ- 
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hy 


ly informed of her former life and converſation, he ne- 
ver would have dreamt that her education was differ- 
ent from that of other ladies of faſhion ; ſo eaſy is it to 
acquire that external deportment on which people of 
condition value themſelves ſo much. Not but that Mr 
Pickle pretended to diſtinguiſh a certain vulgar auda- 
city in her countenance, which in a lady of birth and 
fortune would have paſſed for an agreeable vivacity, 
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that enlivens the aſpect, and gives poignancy to every 
feature; but as ſhe poſſeſſed a pair of fine eyes, and a 
clear complexion, overipread with the glow of health, 
which never fails of recommending the owner, he could 
not help gazing at her with deſire, and forming the de- 
lign of making a conqueſt of her heart, With this 
| view, he ſent his compliments to her huſband, whoſe 
name was Horobeck, with an intimation, that bs propo- 
g ſed to ſet out next day for Paris; and as he underſtood 
IF ne was reſolved upon the ſame j Journey, he thould 
be extremely glad of his company on the road, if ne was 
x 4 not better engaged, Hornbeck, who, in all probabllity, 
did not choole to accomodate his wife with a ſquire of 
* our hero's appearance, ſent a civil anſwer to his meſſage, 
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profeſſing infinite mortification at his being unable te 
embrace the favour of this kind offer, by reaſon of the 
indiſpoſition of his wife, who, he was afraid, would not 
be in a condition for ſome days to bear the fatigue of 
travelling. This rebuff, which Peregrine aſcribed to 
the huſband's jealouſy, ftifled his project in embryo z he 
ordered his French ſervant to take a place for himſelf 
in the Diligence, where all his luggage was ſtowed ex- 
cept a ſmall trunk with ſome linen and other neceſſaries, 
that were fixed upon the poſt-chaiſe which they hired 
of the landlord ; and early next morning he and Mr 
Jolter departed from Calais, attended by his valet-de- 
chambre and Pipes on holeback. They proceeded with- 
out any accident as far as Boulogne, where they break- 
faſted and vifited old father Graham, a Scottiſh Gentle- 
man of the governor's acquaintance, who had lived as a 
capuchin in that place for the ſpace of threeſcore years, 
and during that period conformed to all the auſterities 
of the order with the molt rigorous exactneſs; being e- 
qually remarkable fer the frankneſs of his converſation, 
the humanity of his diſpoſition, and the ſimplicity of 
his manners. From Boulogne they took their depar- 
ture about noon; and zs they propoſed to fleep that 
night at Abbe Ville, commanded the poſtillion to drive 
with extraordinary ſpeed. Perhaps it was well for his 
catile that the axle-tree gave way, and the chaiſe of 
courſe overturned before they had travelled one third 
part of the ſtage. 

This accident compelled them to return to the place 
from whence they had tet out; and as they could not 
procure any other convenience, they found themſelves 
under the nece{lity of laying till their chaiſe could be 


re fitted. Underſtanding that this operation would de- 


tain them a whole day, our young gentleman had re- 


courle to lis patience, and demanded to know what i 
they 
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they would have for dinner: the gargon, or waiter, 
thus queſtioned, vanithed in a moment, and immediate- 
ly they were ſurpriſed with the appearance of a ſtrange 
figure, which, from the extravagance of its dreſs and 
geſticulation, Peregrine miſtook for a madman of the 
growth of France. This phantom (which, by the by, 
happened to be no other than the cook) was a tall, 
long legged, meagre, ſaarthy fellow, that ſtooped very 
much; his cheek bones were remarkably raiſed, his noſe 
bent into the ſhape and ſize of a powder-horn, and the 
ſockets of his eyes as raw round the edges, as if the 
ſkin had been pared off. On his head he wore an hand- 
kerchief, which had once been white, and now ſerved 
to cover the upper part of a black periwiz, to which 
was attached a bag at leaſt a foot ſquare, with a ſolitaire 
and a roſe that ſtuck upon caci fide to his car; ſo that 
he looked like a criminal on the pillory, H's back was 
accommodated with a linen waillcoat, his hands adorn- 
ed with long ruffles of the fame piece; his middle was 
girded by an apron tucked up, that it might not con- 
ceal his white filk ſtockings rolled; and at his entrance 
he brandiſhed a bloody weapon full three feet in length. 
Peregrine, when he firſt ſaw him approach in this me- 
nancing attitude, pat hiuiſelf upon his guard; but being 
informed of his quality, peruſed his bill of fare, and 
having beſpoke three or four thiags for dinner, walked 
out with Mr Jolter to view both towns, which they 
had not had leifure to confider micutely before. In 
their return from the harbour, they met with four or 
five geatlemen, all of whom iczmed to lock with an air 
of dejection; ard perceiving our kero and his governor 
to be Englith by their drels, bowed with greay zeſpe&t 
as they pulled, Pickle, who was natu; ally compaſſion- 
ate, elt an emotion of ſympatiy; and ſeeing a perſon 
who by his habit he judged to be one of their ſervaats, 

Vol. II. B accoſted 
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accoſted him in Engliſh, and aſked who the gentlemen 
were. The lacquey gave him to underſtand, that they 
were his own countrymen, exiled from their native 
homes, in conſequence of their adherence to an un- 
fortunate and ruined cauſe; and that they were gone 
to the ſea-fide, according to their daily practice, in 
order to indulge their longing eyes with a proſpect of 
the white <lifts of Albion which they muſt never more 
approach, 7 FR 

Though our young gentleman differed widely from 
them in point of political principles, he was not one of 
thoſe enthuſiaſts who look upon every ſchiſm from the 
eſtabliſlied articles of 1aith as damnable, and exclude the 
ſceptic from every benefit of human'ty and chriſtian 
forgiveneſs ; he could eaſily comprehend how a man of 
the moſt unblemiſhed morals might, by the prejudice of 


education, or indiſpenſible attachments, be engaged in 


ſuch a blame-worthy and pernicious undertaking ; and 


thought that they had already ſuffered ſeverely for their 


imprudence. He was affected with the account of their 
diurnal pilgrimage to the ſea-fide, which he conſidered 
as 2 pathetic proof of their affligion, and inveſted Mr 
Jolter with the agreeable office of going to them with a 
compliment in his name, and begging the honour of 
drinking a glaſs with them in the evening, They ac. 
cepted the propoſal with great ſatis faction and re/pecifu] 
acknowledgment ; and in the afternoon waited upon the 
kind inviter, who treated them with coffee, and would 
have detained them to ſupper; but they intreated the 
favour of his company at the houſe which they fre- 


quented, ſo earneftly, that he yielded to their ſolicita- | | 


tions, ud with his governor was conducted by them to 
the place, where they had provided an elegant re paſt, 
and regaled them 1th fome of the beſt claret in 
France. 
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It was eaſy for them to perceive that their principal 
gueſt was no favourer of their ſtate-maxims, and there- 
fore they induſtriouſly avoided every ſubject of conver- 
ſation which could give the leaſt offence; not but that 
they lamented their own ſituation, which cut them off 
from all their deareſt connections, and doomed them to 
perpetual baniſhment from their families and friends, 
but they did not, even by the moſt diſtant hint, impeach. 
the juſtice of that ſentence by which they were condem- 
ned; although one among them, who ſeemed to be a- 
bout the age of thirty, wept bitterly over his misfor- 
ture, which had involved a beloved wife and three- 
children in miſery and diſtreſs ; and, in thegmpatience 


of his grief, curſed his own fate with frantic impreca- 


tions, His companions, with a view of beguiling his 
ſorrow, and manifeſting their own hoſpitality at the ſame 
time, changed the topic of diſcourſe, and circulated the 
bumpers with great aſſiduity ; ſo that all their cares 
were overwhelmed and forgotten; ſeveral drinking 
French catches were ſung, and mirth and good fellow. 
ſhip prevailed, 

In the midſt of this elevation, which commonly un- 
locks the molt hidden ſentiment, and diſpels every con- 
ſide ration of caution and conſtraint, one of the enter- 
tainers, being more intoxicated than his fellows, pro- 
poſed a toalt, to which Peregrine with ſome warmth 
excepted, as an unmannezly inſult. The other main» 
tained his propoſition with indecent heat; and the diſ- 
pute beginning to grow very ſerious, the company in- 
terpoled, and gave judgment againſt their friend; who 
vas fo Keenly reprozched and rebuked for his impolite 
behaviour, that he retired in high dudgeon, threatening 
to relinquiſh their ſociety, and branding them with the 
appellation of apoltates from the common cauſe. Mor- 
tified at the behaviour of their companion, thoſe that 
B 2 remaiged: 
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remained were earneſt in their apologies to their gueſts, 
whom they beſought to forgive his intemperance ; aſſu- 
Ting them with great confidence, that he would, upon 
the recovery of his reflection, wait upon them in per- 
ſon, and 2{% pardon for the umbrage he had given. 
Pickle was ſatisfied with their remonſtrances, reſumed 
his good humour, ard the night being prey far advan- 
ced, reſiſted all their 1mportunities with which he was 
intreated to ſee another bottle go round, and was eſcor- 
ted to his own lodgings more than haif-ſeas over. Next 
morning, about eight o'clock, he was waked by his va- 
jet de chambre, who told him, that two of the gentle- 
men, with whom he had ſpent the evening, were in the 
houſe, and deſired the favour of being admitted into his 
chamber, He could not conceive the meaning of this 
extraordinary viſit ; and ordering his man to ſhew them 
into his apartment, beheld the perſon who had affronted 
him enter with the gentleman who had reprehended his 
rudeneſs. 

He who had given the offence, after having made 
an apology for diſturbing Mr Pickle, told him that his 
friend there preſent had been with him early that morn- 
ing, and propolcd the alternative of either fighting with 
him immediately, or coming to beg pardon for his un— 
manne:ly deportment over night; that though he had 
courage enough to face any man in the field in a righ- 
tevus cauſe, he was not lo brutal as to dilobey the dic- 
tates of his own duty and reflection, in coulrquence of 
which, and rot out of any regard to the other's mena- 
ces, Which he delpiſed, be had now taken the liberty of 
interrupting his rcpo'e, that ke tight, as ſoon as poſſi— 
ble, atone for the injury he had done him, which he 


proteſted was the effect of intoxication alone, and beg- 
ged his ſorgivenels accordingly. Our hero accepted of 
this acknowledgment very gractoully, tnanked the other 

gentleman 
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rentleman for the gallant part he had ated in his be- 
half; ; and perceiving that his companion was a little 1r- 
ritated at his officious iaterpoſition, effected a re- 
conciliation, by convincing him that what he had done 
was for the honour of the company. He then kept 
them to breakfaſt, expreſſed a defire of ſeeing their ſi- 
tuation altered for the better; and the chaiſe being re- 
paired, took, his leave of his entertainers, who came to 
vith him a good journey, and, with his attendants, lefs 


Buulogne for the ſecond time. 


CH A F. | A&AVID 


Proceeds for the capital. Takes up Dis {ogdings at Ber- 
Tay, where he 1s overiaten by Mr Hornbeck, 20599 5 
head le lang, 0 fortfy. 


DM NG this day's expedition, Mr Jolter took an 

opportunity of imparting tv his pupil the re- 
marks he had made upon the induſtry of the French, as 
an undeniable proof of which he bade him caſt his eyes 
around, and ovlerve with what care every ſpot of ground 
was cultiveted z and from the fertility of that province, 
which 1s reckoned the pooreſt in France, conceive the 
wealth and affluence of the nation in general. Pere- 
rine, amazed as well as diſguſted at this infinuation, . 
56 1 that what he aicribed to induſtry was the 
cite of mere wretchedneſs; the miſerable peaſants be- 
ing obliged to plough up every inch of ground to ſatisfy 
their oppreſlive landlords, while they themſelves and 
their cattle looked like ſo many images of famine ; that 
their extreme poverty was evident from the face of the 
country, on which there was not one incloſure to be 
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ſeen, or any other object, except ſcanty crops of barley 
and oats, which could never reward the toil of the huſ- 
bandman ; that their habitations were no better than 
paltry huts; that in twenty miles of extent, not one 
gentleman's houſe appeared ; that nothing was more ab- 
ject and forlorn than the attire of their country people; 
that the equipage of their travelling chaiſes was inn. 
nitely inferior to that of a dung- cart in England: and 
that the poſtillion, who then drove their carriage, had 

neither ſtockings to his legs, nor a ſhirt to his back. 
The governor finding his charge ſo intractable, reſol- 
ved to leave him in the midf of his own ignorance and 
prejudice, and reſerve his obſervations for thoſe who 
would pay more deference to his opinious; and, indeed, 
this reſolution he had often made, and as often broke, 
in the tranſports of his zeal, that frequently hurried 
him out. of the plan of conduct which in his cooler mo- 
ments he had laid down. I hey. halted for a refreſhment 
at Montreuil, and about ſeven in the evening arrived at 
a village called Beruay, where, while they waited for 
freſh horſes, they were informed by the landlord, that 
the gates of Abbe Ville were ſhut every night punctual- 
ly at eight o'cleck ; ſo that it would be impoſfible for, 
them to get admittance. He ſaid there was not another: 
place of entertainment on the road, where they could 
paſs the night; and therefore, as a friend, he adviſed 
them to ſtay at his houle, where they would find the 
beſt of accomn:odation, and proceed upon their journey 

betimes in the morning. | | 
Mr Jolter, though he had travelled on that road be- 
fore, could not recollect whether or not mine hoſt ſpoke 
truth; but this remonſtrance being very plauſible, our 
hero determined to follow his advice, and being con- 
ducted into an apartment, aſked what they could have 
for ſupper. The landlord mentioned every thing that 
Was 
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enable in the houſe; and the whole being engroſſed 
for the uſe of him and his attendants, he amufed himſelf 
till ſuch time as it ſhould be dreſſed, in ſtrolling about 
the houſe, which ſtands in a very rural ſituation, While 
he thus loitered away the time that hung heavy on his 
hands, another chaiſe arrived at the inn; and, upon 
inquiry, he found that the new-comers were Mr Horn- 
beck and his lady. The landlord, conſcious of his ina- 

bility to entertain this ſecond company, came and begs 

ved, with great humiliation, that Mr Pickle would ſpare 

them fome part of the victuals he had beſpoke : but he 
reſuſed to part with ſo much as the wing of a partridge, 

though at the ſame time he ſent his compliments to the 

ſtrangers; and giving them to underſtand how ill the 
Louſe was provided for their reception, invited them to 
partake of his ſupper. Mr Iornbeck, who was not de- 

ſicient in point of politenels, and extremely well diſpo- 
ed for a reliſhing meal, which he had reaſon to expect 
from the ſavoury ſteam that iſſued from the kitchen, 

could not reſiſt this ſecond inſtance of our young gen- 
tleman's civility, which he acknowledged by a meſſage, 
importing that he and his wife would do themſelves 

the pleaſure of profiting by his courteous offer. Pere 
grine's cheeks plowed when he found himſelf on the 

eve of being acquainted with Mrs Hornbeck, of whoſe 
heart he had alrcady made a conqueſt in imagination; 

and he forthwith ſet his invention at work, to con- 

trive ſome means of defeating our huſband's vigi- 
lance, 

When ſupper was ready, he in perſon gave notice to 
his gueſts; and leading the lady into his apartment, 
ſeated her in an «<lbow-chair at the upper end of the 
table, ſqueczing her hand, and darting a moſt inſidious 
glance at the ſame time. This abrupt behaviour he 
practiſed, on the preſumption, that a lady of her breed- 


ing 
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ing was not to be addreſſed with the tedious forms that 
muſt be obſerved in one's advances to a perſon.of birth 
and genteel education. In all probability, his calcula- 
tion was jult, for Mrs. Hornbeek gave no ſigns of dif- 
content at this ſort of treatment, but, on the contrary, 
ſeemed to conſider it as a proof of the young gentle- 
man's regard ; and though ſhe did not venture to open 
her mouth three times during the whole repaſt, ſhe 
ſhewed herſelf particularly well ſatisfied with her enter— 
tainer, by ſundry Ny and fignificant looks, while her 
huſband's eyes were directed another way, and divers 
loud peals of laughter ſignifying her 7 probe tion of the 
ſallies which he uttered in the courſe of their converſa- 
tion. Her ſpouſe began to be very uneaſy at the frank 
demeanour oi his yoxe-tellow, whom he endeavoured to 
check in her vivacity, by aſſuming a ſeverity of aſpect: 
but whether ihe obeyed the dictates of her own diſpoſi- 
urreſerved, or 


Ov 


tion, which, perhaps, was merry and 
wanted to puniſh Mr Hornbeck for his jealouly of tem- 
per; certain it is, her gaity increaled to ſuch a degree, 
that her huſband was grievouſly alarmed and incenſed 
at her conduct, and reſolved to make her ſenſible of his 
diſpleaſure, by treading. in ſecret upon her tocs, He 
was, however, ſa-diſconcerted by his indignation, that 
he miilook his mark, and applied the ſharp. heel of his 
ſhoe to the fide of Mr Jolter's foot, comprehending his 
little toe, that was ſtudded with an angry corn, which 
he invaded with ſuch a ſudden jerk, that the governor, 
unable to endure the torture in ſilence, ſtarted up, and 
dancing on the floor, roared hideouſly, with repeated 
bellowings, to the unſpeakable enjoyment of Peregrine 
and the lady, who laughed themſelves almoſt into con- 
rulfions at the joke. Hornbeck, confounded at the 
miſtake he had committed, begged pardon of the inju— 


red tutor with great contrition, proteſting that the blow 
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he had ſo unfortunately received was intended for an 
ugly cur which he thought had poſted himſelf under the 
table. It was lucky for him that there was actually a 
dog in the room, to quitify this excuſe, which Jolter ad- 
mitted with the tears running over his cheeks, and the 
ceconomy of the table was recompolcd, 

As ſoon, however, as the firangers could with decen- 
cy withdraw, this ſuſpicious huſband took his leave of 
the youth, on pretence of being tatigued with his jour» 
ney, after having, by way of compliment, propoſed that 
they ſhould travel together next day; and Peregrine 
handed the lady to her chamber, where he wiſhed her 
g00d-night, with another warm {queeze, which ſhe re- 
turned, This favourable hint made his heart bound, 
with a tranſport of joy: he lay in wait for an opportu- 
nity of declaring himſelf, and ſeeing the huſband go 
down into the yard with a caudle, glided ſoftly into his. 
apartment, where he found her almoſt undreſſed, Im- 
pelled by the impetuoſity of his paſſion, which was (till 
more inflamed by her preſent luſcious appearance, and 
encouraged by the approbation the had already cxpreſ- 
ſed, he ran towards her with eageraeſs, cry ing, Zouuds! 
Madam, your charms are irreſillibl. and, without 
farther ceremony, would have clalped ber in his arms, 
had not the begged him, for the love ef God, to retire; 
for, ſhould Mr Hornbeck return, and hand him there, 
ſhe. would be undone for ever. He was not fo blinded 
by his pallion, but that he ſaw the reaſonableneſs of her 
tear; and, as he could not pretend to crown his withes 
at that interview, he avowed himſelf her lover, allured 
her that he would exert his whole invention in finding 
a proper opportunity for throwing himſelf at her feet; 
end, in the mean time, he raviſhed ! ſandry {mall lavours, 
3 fac, in the Lurry of her fright, could not with- 

:0:d {rom b. is impudence of addreſs. Having thus hap- 
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pily ſettled the preliminaries, he withdrew to his on 
chamber, and ſpent the whole night in contriving ſtra- 
tagems to clude the jealous caution. of his fellow- tra- 
veller, 


* 


CHAP. VIII. 


They ſet out in company, breakfaſt at Abbe Ville, dine 
at Amiens, and about eleven o'cloc arrive at Chan- 
tilly, where Peregrine executes a plan which he had 
concerted upon Hornbeck. 


n whole company, by agreement, roſe and de- 
Fparted before day, and breakfaſted at Abbe Ville, 
where they became acquainted with the fineſſe of their 
Bernay landlord, who had impoſed upon them, in affirm - 
ing that they would not be admitted after the gates 
were ſhut, From thence they proceeded to Amiens, 
where they dined and were peſtered by begging friars; 
and the roads being deep, it was eleven o'clock at night 
before they reached Chantilly, where they found ſup- 
per already dreſſed, in conſequence of having diſpatch- 
ed the valet de chambre before them on horſeback. 
The conſtitution of Hornbeck being very much im- 
paired by a life of irregularity, he found himſelf fo 
fatigued with his day's journey, which amounted to up- 
wards of a hundred miles, that when he ſat down at 
table, he could ſcarce fit vpright, and in leſs than three 
minutes began to nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had 
foreſeen and provided for this occation, advifed him to 
exhilarate his ſpirits with a glaſs of wine; and the pro- 
poſal being embraced, tipt his valet de chambre the 
wink, who, according to the inſtructions he had re. 
geived, qualified the Burgundy with thirty drops ct 
laudanum 


ree 


he 
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11yudanum, which this unfortunate huſband ſwallowed 
in one glaſs. The doſe co-operating with his former 
drowſineſs, lullec him fo fatt aſleep, as it were inſtan- 
tancoully, that it was found neceſſary to convey him to 
his own chamber, where his footman undreſſed him and 
put bim to bed, Nor was Jolter (naturally of a ſluggiſh 
oiſpoſition) able to reſiſt his propenſity to ſleep, without 
ſuffering divers dreadful yawns, which encouraged his 
pupil to adminiſter the ſame doſe to him which had 
operated ſo ſuccelsfully upgn the other Argus. This 
cordial had not ſuch a gentle effect upon the rugged 
organs of Jolter, as upon the more delicate nerves of 
Horabeck ; but diſcovered itſelf in certain involuntary 
ſtartings, and convulſiive motions in the muſcles of his 
face; and when his nature at length yielded to the 
power of this medicine, he ſounded the trumpet ſo 
loud through his noſtrils, that our adventurer was a- 
{raid the noiſe would wake his other patient, and con- 
ſequently prevent the accompliſhment of his aim, The 
governor was therefore committed to the care of Pipes, 
who lugged him into the next room, and having flrrpped 
off his clothes, tumbled him into his neſt, while the two 
lovers remained at full liberty to indulge their mutual 
paſſion, - 
Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination, would 
have finiſhed the fate of Hornbeck immediately; but 
his inamorata diſapproved of his intention, and repre. 
ſented, that there being by themſclves for any length 
of time would be obſerved by her ſervant, who was 
kept as a ſpy upon her aQticns ; ſo that they had re- 
courie to another ſcheme, which was executed in this 
manner: He conducted her into her own apartment, in 
preſence of her footman, who lighted them thither, and 
wilting her good reſt, returned to his own chamber, 
where he waited till every thing was quiet in the houſe 


then 
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then ſtealing ſoftly to her door, which had been lefe 
open for his admiſſion in the dark, he found her huſ— 
band ſtill ſecure in the embraces, of ſleep, and the lady 
in a looſe gown, ready to ſeal his happineſs. He con- 
veyed her to his own chamber; but his guilty paſſion 
was not gratified. 

The opium which had been given to Jolter, together 
with the wine he had drank, produced ſuch a pertur- 
bation in his fancy, that he was vifited with horrible 
dreams, and among other miſerable ſrtuations, imagined 
himſelf in danger of periſhing in the flames which he 
thought had taken hold on his apartment. This viſion 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon his faculties, that he a- 
larmed the whole houſe with repeated cries of Fire / 
Fire ! and even leaped out of his bed, though he fill 
continued faſt aſleep, The lovers were very diſagree. 
ably diſturbed by this dreadful exclamation, and Mrs 
Hornbeck running in great confuſion to the door, had 
the mortification to ſee her footman, with a light in his 
hand, enter her huſband's chamber in order to give him 
notice of this accident. She knew that the would be 
inſtantly milled, and could eafily divine the gonſequence, 
unleſs her invention could immediately trump up ſome 
plauſible excuſe for her abſence. 

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in caſes 
of ſuch emergency; ſhe employed but a few ſeconds in 
recolleQing, and ruſhed directly towards the apartment 

ö ; of the governor, who fill continued to hallow in the 

4 ſame note, exclaiming in a ſcreamiog tone, © Lord have 


mercy upon us! where? where?” By this time all the 


243 ſervants were aſſembled in firange attire; Peregrine 
burſt into Jolter's room, and ſeeing him ſtalking in his 
ſhirt with his eyes (hut, beſtowed ſuch a flap upon his 
back, as in a moment diſſolved his Cream, and reſtored 
him to the uſe of his ſenſes. He was aſtoniſhed and a- 
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#.1med at being diſcovered in ſuch an indecent atti- 
tude; and taking refuge under the clothes, aſked par- 
don of all preſent for the dilturbance he had occaſioned: 
ſoliciting with great humility the forgivenels of the 
lady, who, to a miracle, counterfeited the utmoſt agi- 
tation of terror and ſurpriſe. Meanwhile, Hornbeck 
being awakened by the repeated efforts of his man, no 
ſooner underſtood that his wife was miſſing, than all 
the chimeras of jealouly taking polſeſſion of his imagi- 
nation, he ſtarted up in a fort of frenzy, and ſnatching 
his ſword, flew ſtraight to Peregrine's chamber; where 
though he found not that which he looked for, he un- 
luckily perceived an under petticoat, which bis wife 
kad forgot in the hurry of her retreat. This diſcovery 
add;:d fuel to the flame of his reſentment, He ſeized 
the fatal proof of his diſhonour, and meeting his ſpouſe 
in her return to bed, preſented it to her view, ſaying, 
with a moſt expreſſive countenance, * Madam, you have 
dropped your under-pctticoat in the next room.” Mrs 
Hornbeck, wio inherited from nature a moſt admirabl 

preſence of mind, looked earneſtly at the object in 
quetlion, and with incredible ſerenity of countenance; 
alarmed that the petticoat muſt belong to the houſe, 
for the had none ſuch in her poſſeſſion. Petegrine, who 
walked behind ber, hearing this afleveration, immedi- 
atcly interpoled, and pulling Hornbeck by the fleeve 
into his chamber, © Gads-zZvoks! ſaid he, Wat buiizels 
had you with that petticout ? Can't you let a young fel. 


lo enjoy a little amour with an 1nn-keeper's daughter, 


without expoſing his infirmities to your wite ? Pihaw! 
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ventures yourlelt, to ſpoil the ſport of other people.“ 
Ihe poor huſbind was io confounded at the ellrontery 


Jof his wife, and this cavalier declaration of the young 
* 
man, that his faith began to weaver; he difirulted his 
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own conſcious diffidence of temper, which, that he might 
not expoſe, he expreſſed no doubts of Peregrine's vera- 
city, but, aſking pardon for the miſtake he had com- 
mitted, retired, He was not yet ſatisfied with the be- 
haviour of his ingenious help-mate, but on the contra. 
ry determined to inquire more minutely into the cir- 
cumſtances of this adventure ; which turned out ſo lit. 
tle to his ſatisfaction, that he ordered his ſervant to 

get every thing ready for his departure by break of 
day; and when our adventurer roſe next morning, he 
found that his fellow-trayellers were gone above three 
hours, though they had agreed to ſtay all the forenoon, 
with a view of ſeeing the prince of Conde's palace, 
and to proceed all together for Paris in the after- 
noon, 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he underſtood 
that he was ſo ſuddenly deprived of this untaſted mor- 
ſel; and Jolter could not conceive the meaning of their 
abrupt and uncivil diſappearance, which, after many 
pre found conjectures, he accounted for, by ſuppoſing | 
that Hornbeck was ſome ſharper who had run away with 
an heireſs, whom he found it neceſſary to conceal from 

4 the inquiry of her friends. 

11 The pupil, who was well aſſured of the true motive, 
| allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph of his own 
penetration, and conſoled himſelf with the hope of ſec- 
ing his Dulcinea again at ſome of the public places in 
f Paris, which he propoſed to frequent. Thus comforted, 
| he viſited the magnificent ſtables and palace of Chantil- 
[ ly, and immediately after dinner ſet out for Paris, where 
they arrived in the evening, and hired apartments at an 
Li hotel in the Fauxbourg St Germaine, not far from the 
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C HAP. XXXIX. 


He is involved in an adventure at Paris, and taken priſo- 
ner by the city-guard. Becomes acquainted with a 
French nobleman, who introduces him into the beau- 


monde. 


Ne were no ſooner ſettled in theſe lodgings, than 
our hero wrote to his uncle an account of their 
ſafe arrival, and ſent another letter to his friend Gaunt- 
let, with a very tender billet incloſed for his dear E- 
milia, to whom he repeated all his former vows of con- 
ſtancy and love, 

The next care that engroſſed him, was that of be- 
ſpeaking ſeveral ſuits of clothes ſuitable to the French 
mode, and in the mean time he never appeared abroad, 


except in the Engliſh coffee-houſe, where he ſoon be- 
came acquainted with ſome of his own countrymen, 


who were at Paris on the ſame footing with himſelf. 
The third evening after his journey, he was engaged in 


ga party of thoſe young ſparks at the houſe of a noted 


Traiteur, whole wife was remarkably handſome, and o- 


f cherwiſe extremely well qualified for alluring cuſtomers 
do her houſe. 


To this lady our young gentleman was 
introduced, as a ſtranger freſh from England; and he 


as charmed with her perſonal accompliſhments, as well 
es with the freedom and gaiety of her converſation. 
£ Her frank deportment perſuaded him, that the was one 
8 of thoſe kind creatures who grant favours to the beſt 
bidders: on this ſuppoſition, he began to be ſo i impor- 
tunate in his addrefles, that the fair Bourgeoiſe was com- 
pelled to cry aloud in defence of her own virtue. 
huſband ran immediately to her aſſiſtance : ; and finding 


; 1 * 
er in a very alarmi ng ſituation, flew upoa her raviſher 
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with ſuch fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, and 
turn againſt the exaſperated Traiteur, whom he puniſh. 
ed without mercy for his impudent intruſion, The la. 
Cy ſeeing her yoke-fellow treated with ſo little refpec, 
eſpouſed his cauſe, and fixing her nails in his a antago. 
niſt's face, ſcarified all one fide of his noſe, The noiſe 
all the ſervants of the houſe 


> 


of this encounter brought 
to the reſcue of their maſter; and P. regrine's compa.- 
nx oppoting them, a general battle enſued, in which the 


French were totzliy routed, the wife inſulted; and th 
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But failed in the execution. andere ctived a blow on his 


breait with the but- end of a fuſil, that made him ſtagger 
ieveral pzces backward, Incenſcd at ns audacious aps 
„. es whole company charged the detachment 
{word in hand, and, aſter an obſtinate engagement, in 
which divers wade were given and received, every 
loul of them was taken, and conveyed to the main. 


guard. The commanding officer being made acquainted 
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their youth and natural ferocity, for which the French 
make large allowances, ſet them at liberty, after having 
gently rebuked them tor the irregularity and inſolence 
of their conduct: ſo that all our hero acquired by his 
gallantry and courage, was a number of {candalous 
marks upon his viſage, that confined him a whole week 
to his chamber. It was impeſſible to conceal this dife 
aſter from Mr Jolter, who having obtained intelligence 
of the particulars, did not fail to remouſtrate againſt 
the raſlineſs of the adventure, which he obſerved muſt 
have been fatal to them, had their enemies been other 


than Frenchmen, who, of all people under the ſun, moſt + 


rigorouſly obſerve the laws of hoſpitality. 
As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly among Is 
riſi and Engliſh prieſts, and a ſet of low people wha 


lived by making themlelves neceſſary to ſtrangers, ei- 


ther in teaching the French language, or executing 
ſmall commiſſious with which they are intruſted, he 
was not the moſt proper perſon in the world for regu- 
Jating the taſte of a young gentleman who travelled for 
improvement, in expeCtation of making a figure one day 
in his own country. Being conſcious of his own jinca- 
pacity, he contented himſelf with the office of a ſteward, 
and kept a faithful accompt of all the money that was 
diſburſed in the courſe of their family expence; not 
but that he was acquainted with all the places which 
were vilited by firangers on their firſt arrival at 
Paris, and knew to a liard what was commonly 
given to the Swils of each remarkable hotel; though, 
with reſpect to the curious painting and ſtatuary 
that every where abound in that metropolis, he, was 
more 1gnorant than the domeſtic that attends for a livre 
a-day. 

In ort, Mr Jolter could give a very good account: 
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with the circumſtances of the quarrel, in conſideration of 
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of the ſtages on the road, and ſave the expence of Au- 


: tonini's detail of the curioſities in Paris; he was a con- 


noiſſeur in oxdinartes, from twelve to five-and-thirty 
livres, knew all the rates of a fiacre and remiſe, could 
diſpute with a tailleur or traiteur upon the articles of 
his bill, and ſcold the ſervants in tolerable French. But 
the laws, cuſtoms, and genius of the people, the charac- 
ters of individuals, and ſcenes of poliſhed life, were ſub- 


jects which he had neither opportunities to obſerve, in- 


clination, to conſider, nor diſcernment to diitin»rth, 
All his maxims were the ſuggeſtions of pedantry and 
prejudice ; fo that his perception was obſcured, his 
judgment biaſſed, his addreſs awkward, and his conver- 
ſatiun abſurd and unentertuining ; yet, ſuch as I have 
repreſented this tutor, is the greatelt part of thoſe ani- 
mals who lead raw boys about the world under the de- 
nomination of travelling governors. Peregrine, there- 
fore, being perfectly well acquainted with the extent of 
Mr Jolter's abilities, never dreamt of confultiag him in 
the diſpoſition of his condutt, but parcelled out his time 
according to the dictates'of his own reflection, and the 
information and direction of his companions, who had 
tived longer 1a France, and conlequently were better 
acquainted with the pleaſures of the place. 

As ſoon as he was in a condition to appear a-la- Fran- 
coiſe, he hired a genteel chariot by the month, made 
the tour of the Luxembourgh gallery, Palais Royal, all 
the remarkable hotels, churcies, and celebrated places 
in Paris; viſited St Cloud, Marli, Verſailles, Trianon, 
St Germain, end Fontaiublean enjoyed the opera, 
malg..crades, Italian and French comedy; and ſeldom 
failed of apptaring in the public walks. in hopes of 
mec ing witb Mrs Horabeck, or ſome adventure ſuited 
to his romantic diſpofition. He never doubted that his 
perſon would attract the notice of ſome diltinguithed 
| INAMOTAL 
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znamorata, and was vain enough to believ2 that few 
female hearts were able to reſiſt he artillery of his ac- 
compliſhments, thould he ones find an opportunity of 
planting it to advantage. He prelented himleit, how 
ever, at all the Speclacles for many weeks, without reap- 
ing the fruits of his expectatioa, and began to entertain 
a very indifferent idea ofthe French diſcernment, which 
had overlooked him ſo long, when one day, in his way 
to the opera, his chariot was Rypped by an embarras in 
the ſtreet, vecahoned by two pealants, wav, having 


went to loggerheads upon the ſpot. Such a rencounter 
is ſo uncommon in France, that the people hut up their 
hops, and, from the windows, threw cold water upon 
the combatants, with a view of putting an end to the 
battle, which was maintained with great fury and very 
litele (kill, until one of them received au accidental 
fall; the other took the advantage of this misfortune, 
and, faſtening upon him as he lay, began to thump 
the pavement with his head, Our Hero's equipage 
being detained cloſe by the field of this contention, 
Pipes could not bear to tee the laws of boxing fo ſcan- 
d:loufly traofaceflcd, and leaping trom his flation, pul- 
led the offender tron his antagonid, whom he tailed 
up, and, in the Euglith language, encouraged to a 
{ccond eſſay, initructmig him, at the fame time, by 
clenching his filts according to art, and putting himſelf 
in a proper attitude. Thus confirmed, ine enraged care 
man iprung upon his toe, and, in all appearance would 
have eff: tually revenged the injury he had iullained, 
if he had not been prevented by the interpoſi.ion of a 
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lacquey belonging to 4 nobleman, Whole cc was o- 
bliged to halt iu conlequence of tue diſpute. This 
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foviman, who was diitingutthed by a cane, deicending 
trom his polt, without the lealt ceremony or expoltula- 
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driven their carts again each other, quarrelled, and 
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tion, began to employ his wespon upon the head and 
ſhoulders of the peaſant who had been patranized by 
Pipes; upon which, Thomas, rcfenting ſuch ungenerous - 


behaviour, beſtowed ſich n fomacher upon the ofhc10us 
intermeddler, as die dei the whole economy of 
his intrails. and o d him to diſcharge the interjec- 


tion Ah! with d-.ontrations of great anguiſh and 
2mazement The other two footmen, who ſtood be- 
hind the coach, ſecing their fellow-{-rvant fo in olently 
afſ-altcd, flew to bis aſſiſtance, and rained a moit diſa— 
greeable ſhover upon the head of this aggre flor, who 
had no means of diverſion or defence. Peregrine, 
though he did not approve of Tom's conduct, could 
not bear to ſee him ſo roughly handled, eſpecially as 
he thought his honour concerned in the fray, and there- 
fore quitting his machine, came to the reſcue of his at- 
tendant, and charged his adverſaries ſword in hand, 
Two of them no ſooner perceived this reinforcement, 
than they betook themſelves to flight; and Pipes havy- 
ing twiited the cane out of the hands of the third, be- 
laboured him ſo unmercifully, that our hero thought 
proper to interpoſe his authority in his behalf, The 
common people ſtood aghaſt at this unprecedented 
boldneſs of Pickle, who, underſtanding that the perſon 
whoſe ſervants he had diiciplined. was a general and 
prince of the blood, went up to the coach, and aſked 
pardon for what he had done, imputing his own be- 
haviour to his ignorance of the other's quality. The 
old nobleman accepted of his apology with great polite- 
neſs, thanking him for the trouble he had taken to re- 
form the manners of his domeſtics; and gueſling, from 
our youth's appearance, that he was ſome ftranger. of 
eondition, very eourteoully invited bim iuto the. coach, 
on the ſuppoſition that they were both g ing to the 


opera. Pickle gladly embraced this opportunity of 
becoming 
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becoming acquainted with a perſon of ſuch rank, and 
ordering his own chariot to follow, accompanied the 
count to his /oge, where he converſed with him during 
the whole entertainment, 

He ſoon perceived that Peregrine was not deficient 
in ſpirit or ſenſe, and ſeemed particularly pleaſed with 
his engegurg manner and eaſy deportment z qualifica- 
tions for which the Engliſh nation is by no means re- 
markable in France, and, therefore, the more conſpicu- 
ous and agreeable in the character of our hero, whom 
the nobleman carried home that ſame evening, and in- 
troduced to his lady and ſeveral perſons of faſhion who 
ſupped at his houſe. Peregrine was quite captivated 
by their affable behaviour, and the vivacity of their 
diſcourſe 3 and, after having been honoured with parti- 
cvlar marks of confideration, took his leave, fully de- 
termined to cultivate ſuch a valuable acquaintance, 

His vanity ſuggeſted, that now the time was come 
when be ſhould profit by his talents among the fair ſex, 
on whom he reſolved to employ his utmoſt art and ad- 
Ireſs, With this view, he aſſiduoufly engaged in all 
parties to which he had acceſs by means of his noble 
friend, who let fiip no opportunity of gratiiying his am- 
bition. He for ſome time ſhared in all his amuſements, 
and was entertained in many of the belt families of 
France; but he did not long enjoy that elevation of 
nope which had flattered his imagination, He ſoon 
perceived that it would be impolſible to maintain the 
honourable connections he had made, without engag ing 
every day at quadrille, or, in other words, loſing his 
moncy; for every perſon of rank, whether male or fe- 
male, was a profeſſed gameſter, who knew and practiſed 
ell the finefle of the art, of which he was entirely ig- 
norant. Beſides, he began to find himlelf a mere no. 
vice in French gallantry, which is ſupported by an a- 
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mazing volubility of tongue, an obſequious and inere- 
dible attention to trifles, a ſurpriſing faculty of laugh 
ing out of pure complaiſance, and a nothingneſs of con- 
verſation, which he could never attain, In ſhort, our 
hero, who among his own countrymen would have paſ- 
ſed for a ſprightly entertaining fellow, was conſidered 
in the brilliant aſſemblies of France as a youth of a ve- 
ry phlegmatic diſpoſition, No. wonder then that his 
pride was mortified at his own want of importance, 
which he did not fail to aſcribe to their defect in point 
of judgment and taſte: he conceived a diſguſt at the 
mercenary conduct, as well as the ſhallow intellects of 
the ladies; and, after he had ſpent ſome months, and a 
round ſum of money, in fruitleſs attendance and addreſ- 
ſes, he fairly quitted the purſuit, and conſoled himſelf 
with the converſation of a merry Fille de joye, whoſe 
good graces he acquired by an allowance of twenty 
Louis per month, That he might the more eafily af- 
ford this expence, he diſmiſſed his chariot and French 
lacquey at the ſame time. 

He then entered himſelf in a noted academy, in or- 
der to finiſh his exercifes, and contradted an acquaint- 
ance with a few ſenfible people, whom he diſtinguiſhed 
at the coffee-houſe and ordinary to which he reſorted, 
and who contributed not a little to the improvement of 
his knowledge and taſte; for, prejudice apart, it mult 
be owned that France abounds with men of conſummate - 
honour, profound ſagacity, and the moſt liberal educa- 
tion, From the converſation of ſuch, he obtained a 
diſtinct idea of their government and conſtitution; and 
though he could not help admiring the excellent order 
and economy of their police, the reſult of all his inqui- 
ries was ſelf- congratulation on his title to the privileges 
of a Britiſh ſubject. Indced this valuable birth-right 


was rendered conſpicuous by ſuch flagrant occurrences, 
which 
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which fell every day almoſt under his obſervation, that 
not ing but the grofſeit prejudice could diſpute its ex- 
iſtence. ; 
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Acquires a diſtinct idea of the French government ; guar- 
rels with a mou/quetarre, -whom be afterward: fights 
and vangui/hes, after having pumſhed him for inter fe- 
ring in his amorous recreationss 


A MONG many other inſtances of the ſame nature, 

I believe it will not be amiſs to exhibit a few ſpe- 
cimens of their adminiſtration, which happened during 
his abode at Paris, that thoſe who have not the opportunie 
ty of obſerving for themſelves, or are in danger of being 
influenced by miſrepreſentation, may compare their own 
condition with that of their neighbours, and do juſtice 
to the conſtitution under which they live. 

A lady of diſtinguiſhed character having been lam- 
pooned by ſome obſcure ſcribbler, who could not'be 
diſcoyered, the miniſtry, in conſequence of her com- 
plaint, ordered no fewer than five and twenty abbes ta 
be apprehended and ſent to the Baſtile, on the maxim 
of Herod, when he commanded the innocents to be mur- 
dered, hoping that the principal obje& of his cruelty 
would not eſcape in the general calamity; and the 
friends of thoſe unhappy priſoners durſt not even com- 
plain of the unjuſt perſecution, but ſhrugged up their 
ſhoulders, and in filence deplored their misfortune, un- 


certain whether or not they ſhould ever ſet eyes on 
them again, 


About the ſame time, a gentleman of, family, whe 
had 
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had been oppreſſed by a certain powerful duke that Ii. 
ved in the neighbourhood, found means to be introdu- 
ced to the king, who receiving his petition very graci— 
ouſly, aſked in what regiment he ſerved? and, when 
the memoraliſt anſwered, that he had not the honour 
of being in the ſervice, returned the paper unopened, 
and refuſed to hear one circumſtance of his complaint ; 
ſo that, far from being redreſſed, he remained more than 
ever expoſed to the tyranny of his oppreſſor; nay, fo 
notorious is the diicouragement of all thoſe who pre- 
fume to live independent of court-favour and connec— 
tions, hat one of the gentlemen, whoſe friendſhip Pe- 
reprine cultivated, frankly owned he was in poſſeMon 
of a moſt romantic place in one of the provinces, and 
deeply enamoured of a country life; and yet he durſt 
not teſide upon his own eſtate, Jeſt, by flackening in 
his attendance upon the great, who honoured him with 
their protection, he ſhoulda fall a prey to ſome rapacious 
intendant. 
As tor the common people, they are ſo much inured 
to the ſcourge and infolence of power, that every ſhab- 
by ſubaltern, every beggerly cadet of the noblcile, eve- 
ry low retainer to the court, infults and injures them 
with impunity. A certain ecuyer, or horle-dealer, be— 
longing to the king, being one day under the hands of 
a barber, who happened to cut the head of a pimple on 
his face, he ſtarted up, and, drawing his ſword, wound- 
ed him deſperately in the ſhoulder, The poor tradeſ- 
man. hurt as he was, made an effort to retire, and was 
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follo sed by this barbarous aflaſlin, who, not contented 
with the vengeance he had taken, plunged his iword 2 
ſecond time into his body, and killed him on the ſpot. 
Having pertormed this 10humun exploit, he Grelied him- 
ſelf with Lreut deliberation, and, going tQ Verianles, 
immediately obtained a pardon tor what he had done; 

triumphing 
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triumphing in bis brutality with ſuch infolence, that 
the very next tims he had occahon to be ſhaved, he ſat 
with his ſword ready drawn, in order to repeat the mur- 
der, in caſe the barber ſhould commit tie ſame miſtake, 
Yet ſo tamed are thoſe poor people to ſubjection, that 
when Peregrine mentioned this aſſaſſination to his own 
trimmer, with expreſſions of horror and detieltation, the 
infatuated wretch replicd, chat without all doubt it was 
a misfortune, but it proceeded from the gentle man's 
paſſion 3 and obſerved, by way of encomium on the go-— 
vernment, that ſuch vivacity is never puniſhed in 
France. 

A few days after this outrage was committed, our 
youth, who was a profeſſed enemy to all oppreſſion, be- 
ing in one of the firtt loges at the comedy, was eye- 
witneſs of an adventure which filled him with indigna— 
tion: a tall ferocious fellow, in the parterre, without 
the lealt provocation, but prompted by the mere wan- 
tonneſs of pride, took hold of the hat of a very decent 
young man who happened to ſtand before him, and 
twirled it round upon his head, The party thus of- 
fended turned to his aggreſſor, and civilly aſked the 
reaſon of ſuch treatment; buc he received no anſwer; 
and when he looked the other way, the inſult was re- 
peated; upon which he expreſſed his reſentment as be- 
came a man of ſpirit, and defired the offender to walk 
out with him. No ſooner did he thus ſignify his inten- 
tion, than his adveriary, ſwelling with rage, cocked his 
het hercely in his face, and fixing his hands in his ſides, 
pronounced with the moſt imperious tone, Hark ye, 
Mr Round Periwiz, you muſt know that I a mouſque- 
taire.“ Scarce had this awful word eſcaped from his 
lips, when the blood forſook the lips of the poor chal- 
lenger, who, with the moſt abject ſubmiſſon, begged 
pardon for his preſumption, and with difficulty obtain- 
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ed it, on condition that he ſhouid immed lately quit the 
place. Having thus exerciſed his autho rity, he turned 
e of his companions, and with an air of diſdaintul 


to on 
told him he was like to have had an affair 


ridicule, 
with a Bourgeois; adding, by way of heightenivg the 
irony, © Fgad! I believe he's a phyſician.” 

Our hero was ſo much ſhocked and irritated at this 


chaviour, that he could not ſupprets his re- 
by ſaying to this Hec- 
ne,” 0 


licentions 6 
ſentment, which he manifeſted, 
Sir. phyſicia an may be a man of hon 
this remonſtrance, Which was delivered with a very ig 
mißcant countenance, the mouſquetaire made no other 

but that of echoing his aſſertion with a loud 
he was jeined by bis confederates 


Fan. 


faron, and withcrew in expectation of being followed 
The other od the hint, and a 
had not the officer of the 


reply, 
laugh, in which 
Pe:egrine, glowing with reſentment, called bim: 


rencounter muſt have enſued, 
guard, who overheard v hat paſſed, 
meeting, by putting the mouſquetaire immediately un- 
der Rn. Our young gentleman waited at the door 


of the parterre, until be was informed of this interpoſi— 


tion, SPY then went home very much chag rrined at his 
diſappointme! ; for he was an utter itranger to fear 
and 5: dence. on thaſe occaſions, and had let his heart 


upon chaſtifag the inſolence of this bully, who bad 


treated him with ſuch diſreſpect. 
This adventure was not ſo private but that it reach- 
is of Nr jolter, by the canal of ſome Eng! ith 


who were prelent v hen it happened; and 


prevented their 


ed the ea 
gentlemen 
who ben a moſt dreadful idea ot 
the m _—_— Ire, 3 alarmed at a quarrel, the con- 
f which might be fatal to his charge, waited 
and begged he would tzke 
His excel- 

lency 


the goveinor, 


WeFC 
on the 3 ambaſſador, 
Peregrine under his immedliate protect ion. 
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lency having heard the circumſtances of the diſpute, 
ent ons of his gentlemen to invite the youth to dinner; 
and, after having aTured him that he might depend upoa 
his countenance and regard, repreſented the raſhneſs 
and impetuoſity of his conduct ſo much to his convi gion, 
that he promiſed to act more circumt peckly for the fu- 
ture, and dropt all thoughts of the mouiquetaire from 
that moment. 

A few days after he had taken this laudable re ſolu- 
tion, Pipes, who had carried a billet to his miſtreſs, ia- 
formed him, that he had perceived a laced hat lying 
upon a marble {lab in her apartment; and that when the 
came out of her own chamber to receive the letter, ſhe 
appeared in manifeſt diſorder. 

From theſe hiats of intelligence, our young gentle- 
man ſuſpected, or rather made no doubt of ber infideli- 
ty; and being by this time well nigh cloyed with put- 
ſeſſion, was not ſorry to find that ſhe had given him 
cauſe to renounce her correſpondence. That he might 
therefore detect her in the very breach of duty, and at 
the fame time puniih the gallant who had the preſump- 
Lion to invade his territories, Ife concerted with himſelt 
a plan, which was executed in this manner: During 
his next interview with his Dulcinea, far from diſcover- 
ing the leaſt ſign of jealouſy or diſcontent, he affected 


1 


Lhe appearance of extraordinary duals; and alter 
having ſoent the afternoon with a thew of uncommon 
latisfaction, told her he was engaged in a party for 
Fontalableau, and would ſet out from Paris that ſame 
evening; lo that he ſhould not have the pleaſare of ſee- 
jag her again for ſome days. 

The lady, who was very well verſed in the arts of 
her cecupation, pretended to receive this piece of news 
with great aflliction, and conjured him, with ſach marks 
of real tenderacls, to return as ſoon as poſſible to her 
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lorgirg arms, that he went away almoſt convinced of 
her fircerity, Determined, however, to proſecute his 
ſcheme, he actually departed from Paris with two or 


three gentlemen of his acquaintance, who had hired a 


remife for a jaunt to Verſailles; and having accompa- 
nied them as far as the village of Paſſe, returned in the 
duſk of the evening on foot. 

He waited impatiently till midnight; and then, arm- 
ing himſelf with a cale of pocket piſtols. and attended 
by truſty Tom, with a cudgel in his hand, repaired to 
the lodgings of his ſuſpected inamorata, Having given 
Pipes his cue, he knocked gently at the door, which 
was no ſooner opened by the lacquey than he bolted in, 
before the fellow could recolle& himſelf from the con- 
fuſion cccaſioned by his unexpected appearance; and, 
leaving Tom to guard the door, ordered the trembling 
vzlet to light him up Rairs into his lady's apartment, 
The firſt object that preſented itſelf to his view, when 
he entered the anii-chamber, was a {word upon the 
table, which ke immediately ſeized, exclaiming in a 
loud and menacing voice, that his miitreſs was {alle, 
end then in bed with another gallant, whom he would 
inſtantly put to death, This declaration, confirmed 
by many terrible caths, he calculated for the hearing of 
his rival, who, underſtanding his ſanguinary purpole, 
ſtarted up in great trepidation, and, naked as he was, 
dropped from the balcony into the ſtreet, while Pere- 
grine thundered at the door for admittance ; and guel- 
fipg his defign, gave him an opportunity of making 
this precipitate retreat. Pipes, who ſtood centinel at 
the door, obſerving the fugitive deſcend, attacked him 
with his cudgel, and ſweating him from one end of the 
ſtreet to the other, at laſt committed him to the guet, 
by whom he was conveyed to the officer on duty, in a 


moſt diſgraceful and deplorable condition. 


Meanwhil: 
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Meanwhile, Peregrine having burſt open the chamber- 
door, found the lady in the utmoſt dread and conſterna- 
tion, and the ſpoils of her favourite ſcattered about the 
room ; but his reſentment was doubly gratified, waen 
he learnt, upon inquiry, that the perſona who had been 
ſo di n iaterrupted was no other than that in- 
dividual mouſquetaire with whom he had quarrelled at 
the comedy. He upbraided the nymph with her per- 
fidy and ingratitude, and telling ker that ſhe muſt not 
expect the continuance of his regard, er the appoint- 
ments which ſhe had hitherto enjoyed from his bouaty, 
went home to his on lodgings, overjoyed at the ie 
of the adventure. | 

The ſoldier, exaſperated at the dilgrace he had un- 
dergone, as well as at the outrageous inſult of the Eag- 
lich valet, whom he believed his maſter had tutore4 for 
that purpoſe, no ſooner extricated nimſelt from the 

opprobrivus ſituation he had incurred, than, breathing 
vengeance againſt the author oc the affront, he came to 
Peregrine's apartmeat, and demanded ſatisfaction upon 
the ramparts next morning, belore ſun- riſe. Our hero 
aſlured him, he would not fail to pay his reſpects to 
bim at the tliae and place appointed; and foreſeeing 

that he might be prevented from keeping this engage 
ment by the ollicious care of his governor, who ſaw che 
ſ, in, he told Mr Joker, that the 


moulquetaire come 
| "4 7 ! * 11 * * k 56's : ' i "a * 111 
L rencaman had Lied hin In CON. COUCDCE of an order 


he had received from his ſuperiors, to make an apology 
for his rude be api ar to him in the playhouſe, and 
that they had parted very good friends. This aſſurance, 
together with Pickle's tranquil and uncanceraed beha- 
viour through the day, qaieted the terrors which had 
begun to take poſſaſſion of his tutor's imagination; ſo 
that the youth had an opportunity of giving him the 
Lip at night, when he betook himfclf to the lodgings of 
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a friend, whom he engaged as his ſecond, and with 
whom he immediately took the field, in order to avoid 
the ſearch which Jolter, upon miſſing him, might ſet 
on foot, 

This was a neceſſary precaution ; for, as he did not 
appear at ſupper, and Pipes, who uſually attended him 
in his excurſions, could give no account of his motions, 
the governor was dreadfully alarmed at his abſence, and 
ordered his man to run in queſt of his maſter to all the 
places which he uſed to frequent, while he himſelf 
went to the commiſſaire, and communicating his ſuſpi- 
cions, was accommodated with a party of the horſe- 
guards, who patroled round all the environs of the city, 
with a view of preventing the rencounter. Pipes might 
have directed them to the lady, by whoſe information 
they could have learned the name and lodgings of the 
mou ſquetaire, and it he had been apprehended, the duel 
would not have happened; but he did not chooſe to 
run the riſk of diſobliging his maſter, by intermeddling 
in the affair, and was moreover very deſirous that the 
Frenchman ſhould be humbled ; for he never doubted 
that Peregrine was more than a match for any two men 
in France, In this confidence, therefore, he ſought his 
maſter with great diligence, not with a view of dif- 
appointing his intention, but in order to attend him to 
the battle, that he might ſtand by him, and fee ju ſtice 
done. 

While this inquiry was carried on, our hero and his 
companion concealed themſelves amung ſome weeds 
that grew on the edge of the parapet, a few yards from 
the ſpot where he had agreed to meet the mouſquetaire 
and ſcarce had the morning rendered objects diſtinguiſh- 
able, when they perceived their men advancing boldly 
to the place. Peregrine [-cing them approach, ſprung 


forward to the gtound, that he might have the glory of 
| anticipating 
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anticipating his antagoniſt ; and ſwords being drawn, 
all four were engaged in a twinkling. Pickle's eager- 
neſs well nigh coſt him his life; for, without minding 
his footing, he flew directly to his oppoſite, and ſtum- 
bling over a ſtone, was wounded on one fide of ais head 
before he could recover his attitude, Fur from being 
diſpirited at this check, it ſerved only to animate him 
the more; being endowed with uncommon agility, he 
retrieved his poſture in a moment, and having parried 
a ſecond thruſt, returned the longe with ſuch incredible 


ſpeed, that the ſoldier had not time to reſume his guard, 


but was immediately run through the bead of his right 
arm, and, the {word dropping out of his hand, our hero's 
victory was complete. 

Having diſpatched his own bufineſs, and received 
the acknowledgment cf his adverſary, who, with a look 
of infinite mortification, obſerved that his was ihe for- 
tune of the day, he ran to part the ſeconds, juſt as the 
weapon was twiſted out of his companion's hand ; upon 
which he took his place, and, in all likelihood, an ob- 
ſtinate diſpute would have enſued, had they not been 
interrupted by the guard, at fight of whom the two 
Frenchmen ſcampered off. Our young gentle man and 
his friend allowed themſelves to be taken priſoners by the 
detachment which had been ſet out for that purpoſe, 
and were carried before the Magiſtrate, who having 
ſharply reprimanded them for preſuming to act in con- 
tempt of the laws, ſet them at liberty, in conſideration 
of their being ſtrangers, cautioning them, at the ſame 
time, to beware of ſuch exploits for the future. 

When Peregrine returned to his own 1o6;;ings, Pipes 
ſceing the blood trickling down upon his maiter*s neck- 
cloth and ſolitaire, gave evident tokens of ſurpriſe and 
concern, not for the conſequences of the wouzd, which 
he did not ſuppoſe dangerous, but for the glory of Old 

England 
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England, which he was affraid had ſuffered in the en- 
gagement; for he could not help {aying, with an air of 
chagrin, as he followed the youth into his chamber, ©] 
do ſuppoſe as how you gave that lubberly Frenchman 


as good as he brought,” 


CAP. . 


IV. Jolter threatens ts leave him on account of his mij. 
conduct, which he promiſes to rectify ; but his reſolution 
1% defeated by the tmpetug/ity of his paſſions. He meet 


accidentally with Mrs Horubeck, who elopes with Him 


from her huſband, but is reſtored by the inter pgſition of 


the Britiſh ambaſſador, 


HOUGH Mr Jolter was extremely well pleaſed at 
the ſafety of his pupil, he could not forgive him 
for the terror and anxiety he had undergone on his 
account; and roundly told him, that notwithſtanding 
the inclination and attachment he had to his perſon, 
he would immediately depart for Enpland, if ever be 
ſhould hear of his beirg involved in {ach another ad- 
venture; for it could not be expected that he would 
facrifice his own quict, to an unrequited regard for one 
who ſeemed determined to keep him in continual un 
eaſineſs and apprehenſion, | 
To this declaration Pickle made anſwer, that Mr 


c 


Talter, by this time, ought to be convinced of the 
tention he had always paid to his eaſe and fatisfaction; 
ſince he well Knew that he had ever looked upon hirn 
in the light of a friend, rather than as a counſellor or 
tutor, and defired his company in France, with a view 


of promoting his intereſt, not for any emolument be 
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could expect from his inſtruction, This being the caſe, 
he was at liberty to conſult his own inclinations with 
regard to going or ſtaying; though he could not help 
owning himfſclt obliged, by the concern he expreſſed for 
his ſafety, and would endeavour, for his own ſake, to 
avoid giving him any cauſe of diſturbance in time to 
come. 

No man was more capable of moralizing upon Pere- 
grine's miſcondut than himſelf, His retlections were 
extremely juſt and ſagacious, and attended with no o- 
ther diſadvantage but that of occurring too late, He 
projected a thouſand ſalutary ſchemes of deportment, 
but, like other projectors, he never had intereſt enough 
with the miniſtry of his paſſions to bring any one of 
them to bear, He had, in the hayday of his gallantry, 
received a letter from his friend Gauntlet, with a kind 
poſtſcript from his charming Emilia; but it arrived at 
a very unſeaſonable juncture, when his imagination was 
iagroſſed by conqueſts that more agreeably flattered his 
ambitien; ſo that he could not find leiſure and inclina- 
tion, from that day, to honour the correſpondence which 
he himſelf had ſolicited. His vanity had, by this 
time, diſapproved of the engagement he had contracted 
in the rawnels and inexperience of youth, ſuggeſting 
that he was born to make ſuch an important figure in 
life, as ought to raiſe his ideas above the conſideration 
of any ſuch middling connections, and fix his attention 
upon objects of the molt ſublime attraction. Theſe 
dictates of ridiculous pride had almoſt effaced the re- 
membrance of his amiable miſtreſs, or at leaſt ſo far 
warped his morals and integrity, that he actually began 
to conceive hopes of her altogether unworthy of his own 
character and her deſerts, 

Meanwhile, being deſtitute of a toy for the dalliance 
of his idle hours, he employed ſeveral ſpies, and almoſt 
every 
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every day made a tour of the public places in-perſon, 
with a view of procuring intelligeace of Mr Horabeck, 
with whole wife he longed to have another interview, 
In this courle of expectation he had exerciſed himſelf a 
whole fortnight, when chancing to be at the hoſpital of 
the invalids with a gentleman lately arrived from Eng. 
land, he no ſconer entered the church, than he Percet- 
ved this lady, attended by her ſpouſe, who, at fight of 
our hero, changed colour, and looked another wa ay, in 
order to diſcourage any communication between them. 
But the young man, „no was not ſo eafily repulſed, ad- 
vanced with great aſſurance to his fellow-traveller, and 
taking him by the hand, expreſſed his ſatisfaction at 
this unexpected meeting, Kiudly upbraid ing him for his 
precipitate retreat from Chantilly, Before Horabeck 
could make any reply, he went up to his wife, whom he 
complimented in the fame manner, aſſuring her with 
ſome ſignificant glances, he was extremely mortified 
that ſhe had put it out of his power to pay his reſpects 
to her on his firlt arrival at Paris; and then returning 
to her huſband, who thought proper to keep cloſe to 
him in this conference, begs red to know where he could 
have the honour of waiting upon hun; obſerving, at the 
ſame time, that he himſelf lived @ . rere. < Pa- 


Frenier. 


Mr Hornbeck, without making any apology for his 
elopement on the road, thanked Mr Pickle for his com- 
plailance in a very ccol and diſobliging manner, ſaying, 
that as he intended to ſhift his lodgings in a day or two, 
he could not expect the pleaſure of 1 r him until he 
ſhould be ſettled, when he would call at the academy, 
and conduct him to his new Chon. 

Pickle, who vas not unacquainted with the ſenti- 
ments of this jcalous gentleman, did not put much con- 
adencc in his promiſe, aud therefore made divers et- 

torts 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 47 


ſorts to enjoy a little private converſation with his wife; 
but he was baſled in all his attempts by the indefati- 
Cable vigilance of her keeper, and reaped no other im- 
mediate pleaſure from this accidental mreting, than that 
of a kind ſqueeze, while he handed her into the coach, 
However, as he had been witnels to ſome 1nſtances of 
her invention, and was no ſtranger to the favourable diſ- 
potion of her heart, he entertained {ome faint hopes of 
profiting by her underſtanding, and was not decerved 
in his expectation; for, the very next forenoon, a Sa- 
voyard called at the academy, and put the following 


billet into his hand: 


Coind Sur 
HE EAVIN 1G the playſare of meating with you at the 
ofspital of anvilheads, I take this lubhertea of la- 
tin you know, that I lotch at the Horta de May cong 
dangle rouy Doghouſeten, with two poſtis at the guit, 
neither of um very hole, ware I ſhall be at the windore, 
if in Kais you will be ſo good as to paſs that way at 
icks a cloak in the heavening, when Mr Hornbeck 
oes to the G hay at b Pray for the loat of 
Geeſus keep this from the nolegs of my huſban, ells he 
ake me lead a hell upon urth. Being all from, 
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Your moſt umbell ſrvan, wile 
DEBORan Hokx BECK. 


ur young gentleman was ravithed at the receipt of 

this eIgant epi:le, which was directed A A⁴ir Monfr 
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£9 obe) tie ſummons at the hour Ot At 1gnation ; 3 when 

the ledy, true to her appo:/niment, beckoned him up 
4 


he had the good fortune to be admitted un- 


After 
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After the firſt tranſports of their mutual joy at meet- 
ing, ſhe told him, that her huſband had been very ſurly 
and croſs ever fince the adventure at Chantilly, which 
he had not yet digeſted: That he had laid ſevere. in- 
junctions upon her to avoid all commerce with Pickle, 
and even whreatened to ſhut her up in a convent for 
life, if ever ſhe (ſhould diſcover the leaſt inclination to 
renew that acquaintance: that ſhe had been cooped up 
in her chamber fince her arrival at Paris, without being 
permitted to ſee the place, or indeed any company, ex- 
cept that of her landlady, whoſe language ſhe did not 
underſtand; ſo that her ſpirit being broke, and her 
health impaired, he was prevailed upon, ſome days a- 
go, to indulge her in a few airings, during which ſhe 
had ſeen the gardens of the Luxembourg, the Thuil- 
leries, and Palais Royal, though at thoſe times when 
there was no company in the walks; and that it was in 
one of thoſe excurſions ſhe had the happineſs of meet- 
ing with him. Finally, ſhe gave him to underſtand, 
that, rather than continue longer in ſuch confinement 
with the man whom the could not love, ſhe would in— 
ſtantly give him the ſlip, and put herſelf under the pro- 
tection of her lover, 

Raſh and unthinking as this declaration might be, 
the young gentleman was ſo much of a gallant, that he 
would not balk the lady's inclinations, and too infatua- 
ted by his paſſion to foreſee the conſequences of ſuch a 
dangerous ſtep. He, therefore, without heſitation, em- 
braced the propoſal, and the coaſt being clear, they ſal- 
lied into the ſtreet, where Peregrine calling a fiacre, or- 
dered the coachman to drive them to a tavern; but 
knowing it would not be in his power to conceal her 
from the ſearch of the Lieutenant de police, if (he 
ſhould remain within the walls of Paris, he hired a re- 


miſe, and carried her that ſame evening to Villejuif, a- 
bout 
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bout four leagues from town, where he ſtayed with her 
all night; and, having boarded her on a genteel pen- 
ſion, and ſettled the cconomy of his future viſits, re- 
turned next day to his own lodgings. 

While he thus enjoyed his ſucceſs, her huſband en- 
dared the tortures of the damned. When he returned 
from the coffee-houſe, and underſtood that his wife had 
<loped, without being perceived by any perſon in the 
family, he began to rave and foam with rage and jea- 
louſy; and, in the fury of diſtraction, accuſed the land- 
lady of being an accomplice in her eſcape, threatening 
to complain of her to the commiſſaire. The woman 
could not conceive how Mrs Hornbeck, who ſhe knew 
was an utter ſtranger to the French language, and kept 
no ſort of company, could elude the caution of her huſ- 
band, and find any refuge in a place where ſhe had no 
acquaintance z and began to ſuſpect the lodger's emo- 
tion was no other than an affected paſſion to conceal his 
own practices upon his wife, who had perhaps fallen a 
{.crifice to his jealous diſpoſition, She therefore ſpared 
him the trouble of putting his menaces in execution, 
by going to the magiſtrate without any further deliber- 
ation, and giving an account of what the knew concern- 
ing this myſterious affair, with certaia inſinuations a- 
gainſt Hornbeck's character, which ſhe repreſented as 
peeviſh and capricious to the laſt degree. 

While ſhe thus anticipated the purpoſe of the plain- 
tiſt, her information was interrupted by the arrival of 
the party bimſelf, who exhibited his complaint with 
tuch evident marks of perturbation, anger, and impa- 
tience, thai the commitlaire could eafily perceive that 
he had no ſhare in the diſappearance of his wife; and 
directed him to the Lieutenant de police, whole pro- 
vince it is to take cognizance of ſuzh occurrences, This 
gentleman, who preſides over the city of Paris, having 


VII. 1. heard 
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heard the particulars of Hornbeck's misfortune, aſked > 
if he ſuſpected any individual perſon as the ſeducer of | 
his yoke-fellow ; and when he mentioned Peregrine az 


1 the object of his ſuſpicion, granted a warrant and a de- 
i tachment of ſoldiers, to ſearch for and retrieve the fun- 


The huſband conducted them immediately to the a. 
cademy, where our hero lodged; and having rumma- 
ged the whole place, to the aſtoniſhment of Mr Jolter, ; 
without finding cither his wife or the ſuppoſed ravith. 
er, accompanied them to all the public houſes in the 
Fauxbourg ; which having examined alſo without ſuc- 
4 ceſs, he returned to the magiſtrate in a ſtate of deſpair, 
5 and obtained a promiſe of his making ſuch ar effectual 
inquiry, that in three days he ſhould have an account 
Mt of her, provided {he was alive, and within the walls of 
, Paris, 
& fi Our adventurer, who had foreſcen all this diſtur- 
bance, was not at all ſurpriſed when his governor told 
N him what bad happened, and conjured him to reſtore 
the woman to the right owner, with many pathetic re- 
| monſ\: ances touching the heinous fin of adultery, the 
1 diſtraction of che unfortunate huſband, and the danger 
. of incurring the reſentment of an arbitrary government, 
1 ” which, upon application being made, would not fail of 
1 eſpouſing the cauſe of the injured. He denied, with 
, great efirgrtery, that he had the leaſt concern in the 
matter, pictended to reſent the deportment of Horn- 
| beck, whom he threatened to chaſtiſe for his ſcandalous 
ſuſpicion, and expre ſſed his diſpleaſure at the credulity 
f Jolter, who ſeemed to doubt the veracity of his al- 


ſeveration. 
| Notwithſtanding this confident behaviour, Jolter 
'F could not help entertaining doubts of his ſincerity ; and 
. viſiting the diſconſolate ſwain, b-gging he would, for 


the 
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the honour of his country, as well as for the ſake of his 
own reputation, diſcontinue his addreſſes to the Lieu- 
tenant de police, and apply to the Britiſh Ambaſſador, 
who, by dint of friendly admonitions, would certainly 
prevail upon Mr Pickle to do him all the juſtice in his 
power, if he was really the author cf the injury he had 
ſuſtained, The governor urged this advice with the 
appearance of ſo much ſympathy and concern, promi- 
ſing to co-operate with all his influence 1n his behalf, 
that Hornbeck embraced the propoſal, communicated 
his purpoſe to the magiſtrate, who commended the re- 
ſolution as the moſt decent and defirable expedient he 


could uſe, and then waited upon his excellency, wo 


readily eſpouſed his cauſe z and {ending for the young 
gentleman that ſame evening, read him tuch a leclure in 
private, as extorted a confeſſion of the whole affair. Not 
that he aſſailed him with ſour and ſupercilious maxims, 
or ſevere rebuke, becauſe he had penetration enough to 
diſcera that Peregrine's diſpoſition was impregnable to 
all ſuch attacks; but he firit of all rallied him upon his 
intriguing gentus, then in a humorous manner deſcribed 
the diſtraction of the poor cuckold, who he owned was 
juſtly puniſhed for the abſurdity of his conduct; and, 
laſtly, upon the ſuppoſition that it wauld be no great 
effort in Pickle to part wth fuch a conqueſt, eſpecially * 


after it had been tor ſome time poſſeſſed, repreſented 


the neceſlity and expediency of reſtoring her, not only 

ut of regard to his own character, and that of his na. 
tion, but allo with a view to his eaſe, which would in a 
little time be very much invaded by ſuch an incum- 


brance, that in all probability would involve him in a 


thouſand dificuliiecs and diſguſts. Beſides, he aſſured 
him, that he was already, by order of the Lieutenant 
de police, ſurrounded with ſpies, who would watch all 
his motions, and immediately diſcover the retreat in 
E 2 which 
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which. he had depoſited his prize. Theſe arguments, 


and the frank familiar manner in which they were de. 
livered, but, above all, the laſt conſideration, induced 
the young gentleman to. diſcloſe the whole of his pro. 
ceedings to the ambaſſador, and promiſed to be govern. 
ed by his direction, provided the lady ſhould not ſuffer 
for the ſtep ſhe had taken, but be received by her huſ. 
band with due reverence and reſpect. Thele ſtipulations 
being agreed to, he undertook to produce her in eight 
and forty hours; and taking coach immediately, drove 
to the place of her reſidence, where he ſpent a whole 
day and a night in convincing her of the impoſſibility 
of their enjoining each other in that manner. Then 
returning to Paris, he delivered her into the hands of 
the ambaſſador, who having aflured her that ſhe might 
depend upon bis friendſtip and protection, in caſe ſhe 
ſhould find herſelf aggrieved by the jealous temper of 
Mr Hornbeck, reſtored her to her legitimate lord, whom 
he counſelled to exempt her from that reſtraint, which 
in all probability had been the cauſe of her elopement, 
and endeavour to conciliate her affection by tender and 
reſpectful uſage, 

The huſband behaved with great humility and com- 
pliance, proteſling that his chick ſtudy ſhould be to con- 
trive parties for her pleaſure and fatisfaRtion. But no 
looner did he regain poſſc ſſion of his ſtray ſheep, than 
he locked her up more cloſely than ever; and after ha- 
vinz revolved various ſchemes for her reformation, de- 
termined to board her in a convent, under the inſpec- 
tion of a prudent abbeſs, who ſhould ſuperintend her 


merals, and recal her to the paths of virtue which ſhe 


had forſaken, With this view he conſulted an Engliſh 
prieſt of his acquaintance, who :dviſed him to ſettle her 
in a monallery at Lille, that ſhe might be as far as pol- 
ſble from the machinations of ker lover; and gave him 

a letter 


; „ 
n 
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x letter of recommendation to the ſuperior of a certain 
convent in that place, for which Mr Hornbeck let out 


in a few days with his troubleſome charge, 


CHAF XIII. 


Peregrine ehe 19 return to England, tis diverted with: 
the odd charad@ers of two of bis countrymen, with whom 
he contracts an acquaintance in the apartments of the ' 


Palais Royal. 


N the mean time, our hero received a letter from his 
aunt, importing that the Commodore was in a very 
declining way, and longed much to fee him at the gar- 
riſon; and, at the ſame time, he heard from his ſiſter, 
who gave him to underitand, that the young gentleman, 
who had for ſome time made his addreſſes to her, was 
become very preſſing in his ſolicitations, fo that ſhe 
wanted to know in what manner ſhe ſhould anſwer his 
repeated intreaties. 'l hoſe two conſiderations deter- 
mined the young gentleman to return to his native coun- 
try; a reſolution that was far from being diſagreeable 
to Jolter, who knew that the incumbent on a living 
which was in the gift of Truiinion was extremely old, 
and that it would be his intereſt to be on the ſpot at 
the ſaid incumbent's deceaſe. 

Peregrine, who had reſided about fifteen months in 
France, thought he was now ſufficiently qualified for e- 
clipfing molt of his co:emporaries in England, and there- 
fore prepared for his departure with infinite alacrity, 
being moreover inflamed with the moſt ardent defire of 
reviſiting his friends, and renewing his connections, 
particularly with Emilia, whoſe heart, he, by this 
E 4 time, 
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time, thought he was able to reduce on his own 
terns, 

As he propoſed to make the tour of Flanders and 
Holland in his return to England, he refolved to ſtay in 
Paris a week or two after his affairs were ſettled, in 
hope of ſinding ſome agreeable companion diſpoſed for 
the ſame journey; and, in order to refre/h his memory, 
made a ſecond circuit round all the places in that capi- 
tal, where any curious production of art is to be ſeen. 
In the courle of this ſecond examination, he chanced to 
enter the Palais Royal, juſt as two gentlemen alighted 
from a fiacre at the gate; and all three being admitted 
at the fame time, he ſoon perceived that the ſtrangers 
were of his own country. One of them was a young 
man, in whaſe air and countenance appeared all the un- 
couth gravity and ſupercilious fſelf-conceit of a phyſi- 
cian piping hot from his ſtudies; while the other, to 
whom his companion ſpoke by the appellation of Mr 


Pallet, diſplayed at firſt Gght a ſtrange compoſition of 


levity and aſſurance. Indeed their characters, dreſs, and 
addreſs. were ſtrongly contraſted ; the doctor wore a 
ſoit of black, and a huge tie-wig, neither ſuitable to 
his own age, nor the ſaſhion of the country where be 
then lived; whereas the other, though ſeemingly turn» 
ed of fifty, ſtrutted in a gay ſummer dreſs of the Pari- 
lian cut with a bag to his own grey hair, and a red 
feather in his hat, which he carried under his arm, As 
theſe Egures ſeemed to promiſe ſomething entertaining, 
Pickle entered into converſation with them immediate- 
iy, and ſoon diſcovered that the old gentleman was a 
painter from London, who had ſtole a fortnight from 
his occupation, in order to vilit the remarkable paint- 
ings of France and Flanders; and that the doctor had 
taken the opportunity of accompanying him in his tour. 
2 


Being extremely talkative, he not only communicated 
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to | Arſt apartmer*, which are by no means the moſt maſter= 

dy compolitins, the Swiſs, who let up for a connoiſſeur, 

(| 7 lookiag at ; certain piece, pronounced the word mage 

1 1 i/ique ! wja a note of admiration ; upon which Mr 

os WW Pallet, wh: was not at all a critic in the French lan- 

- WH cue, redied with great vivacity, © Manyfac, you 

. £ mean, apda very indifferent piece of manufacture it is; 

> i pray, Iutlemen, take notice, there is no keeping in 

WW _ thole hes upon the back ground, nor no relief in the 

" WW viincipa! figure: then you'll obſerve the ſhadings are 
5 harſh to the laſt degree; and, come a little cloſer this 
6 1erceive that the fore-ſhortening of 


way don't you 
that arm is monſtrous? —egad, Sir, there is an abſolute 
frature in the limb—dottor, you underitand anatomy, 
don't you think that muſcle evidently miſplaced ? Hark 
ye, Mr what-d'ye-call-um, (turaing to the attendant) 
what is the name of the dauber who painted that miſer- 
able performance?” The Swiſs imagining that he wag 
all this time expreſſing his ſatisfaction, ſanctioned his 
inppoled commendation, by exclaiming n prix, 
Right cried Pallet, I could not recolle& his name, 
though his manner is quite familiar to me. We have 
« {ew pieces in England done by that ſame Sangpree z 
but there they are in no eſtimation; we have more 
taſte among n, than to reliſh the productions of ſuch a 


miſerable gout, A'nt he an ignorant coxcomb, doctor? 
The 


"> 


F more ignrrant of Latin 
for granted thatthis quotation 
of his friend conveyed an aſſent to his opnion, Very 
true, ſaid he, Potatoe domine date, Thi: piece is not 
worth a ſingle potatoe,” Peregrine was aſtoniſlied at 
this ſurpriſing perverſon of the words and meaning of 
the Latin line, which, at firſt, he could not elp think- 
ing was a premeditated joke; but, upon ſecondthoughts, 
he ſaw no reaſon to doubt that it was the _—_ 
neous effect of mere pertneſs and ignorance, Ft which 
he broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter, Pallet, 
believing that the gentleman's mirth was occaſioned by 
his arch animadverſion upon the work of Sangpcee, 
underwent the ſame emotion in a much louder ſtrain, 
and endeavoured to highten the jeſt by more obſerva- 
tions of the ſame nature; while the doctor, confounded 
at his impudence and want of knowledge, reprimanded 
him in theſe words of Homer, 


47 Of Freer, an 


— 


S:ga me tis allos Achaton touton abouſe muthon, 


This rebuke, the reader will eaſily perceive, was not 
calculated for the meridian of his friends inte hegt, but 
uttered with a view of raiſing his own character in the 
opinion of Mr Pickle, who retorted this parade ot 
learning in three verſes from the ſame author, being 
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that it is impoſſible for one man to excel in every thing 
The ſelf-ſuflicient phyfician, who did not expect ſuch 
a repartce from a youth of Peregrine*s appearance, 
looked upon his reply as a fair challenge, and inilantly 
rehearſed forty or fifty lines of the Iliad in a breath. 
Obſerving that tne ſtranger made no effort to match his 
eſruſtion, he interpreted his ſilence into ſubmiſſion; then, 
in order to aſcertain his victory, inſulted him with divers 
jrazments of authors, whom His ſuppoſed competitor 
did not even know by name; while Mr Pallet flared 
with admiration at the profound ſchela:ſhip of his com- 
panion. Our young gentleman, fir from repining at 
his ſuperiority, laughed within bimſelf at the ridiculous 
ambition of tue pedantic doctor. Hs rated him in bis 
own miad as a mere index-hunter, who held the eel of 
ſcience by the tail, and foreſaw an iaflaite fund of di- 
verſion in his ſolemnity and pride, it properly extracted 
by means of his felluw-traveller's vanity and aſſurance. 
Prompted by theſe conſiderations, he reſolved to culti- 
vate their acquaintance, and, if poſſible, amuſe himſelf 
at their expence in bis journey through Flanders, under- 

nding that they were determined upon the ſame 
route, Ta this view he treated them with extraordina- 
1y attention, and {ſeemed to pay particular deference to 
the rcmarks of the painter, who with great intrepidity 
pronounced judgment upon. every picture in the palace, 
vr, in other words, expoled his own nakednels in every 
En ence that procecded from his mouth. 

Waen they came to conſider the murder of the inno- 
cents by Le Brun, the Swils obſerved that it was wuz 
beau morceau, and Mr Pallet replied, © Yes, yes, one 
may lee with half an eye, that it can be the production 
ol no other; for Bomorto's ilyle, both far colouring and 
drapery, is altogether peculiar; then his deſign is tames 
and his exprellion antic and unnatural. Doctor, you 
have 
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have ſeen my Judgment of Solomon; I think I may 
without preſumption—but I don't chooſe to make com- 
pariſons, I leave that odious taſk to other people, and 
let my works ſpeak for themſelves. France, to be ſure, 
is rich in the arts; but what is the reaſon? the King 
encourages men of genius with honours and rewards ; 
whereas, in England, we are obliged to ſtand upon our 
own feet, and combat the envy and malice of our bre- 
thren: Egad! I have a good mind to come and ſettle 
here in Paris; I thould like to have an apartment in 
the Louvre, with a ſnug penſion of ſo many thouſand 
livres.“ In this manner did Pallet proceed with an e- 
ternal rotation of tongue, floundering from one millake 
to another, until it was the turn ef Pouſſin's ſeven ſa- 
craments to be examined, Here again the Swils, out 
of the abundance of his zeal. expreſſed his admiration, 
by ſaying, theſe pieces were zmpayad/e ; when the pain- 
ter, turning to him with an air of exultation, “ Pardon 
me, friend, there you happen to be miſtaken; theſe are 
none of Inipayable's, but done by Nicholas Pouſeen, I 
bave ſcen prints of them in England; ſo none of your 
tricks upon travellers, Mr Swiſs, or Swaſh, or what's 
your name.“ He was very much elated by this ima» 
ginary triumph of his underſtanding, which animated 
him :, perſevere in his curious obſeryations upon all the 
other pieces of that celebrated collection; but percei- 
ving hat the doctor manifeited no figns of pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction, but rather beheld them with a filent air of 
diſdain, he could not digeſt his indifference, and aſked, 
with a waggith ſneer, it ever he had ſeen ſuch a num- 
ber of maſterpieces before? The puyſician, eying him 
with a look of compaſſion mingled with contempt, ob- 
ſerved there was nothing there which deſerved the at- 
tention of any perſon acquainted with the ideas of the 


ancients; and that the author of the fineſt piece now in 
| being 
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being, was unworthy to clean the bruſhes of one of thoſe 
great maſters, who were celebrated by the Greek and 
Roman writers. © lud! O lud! (exclaimed the 
painter, with a loud laugh), you have fairly brought 
yaurſelf into a dilemma at laſt, dear doctor; for it is 
well known that your ancient Greek and Roman artiſts 
knew vothing at all of the matter, in compariſon with 
our modern maſters ; for this good reaſon, becauſe they 
had but three or four colours, ard they knew not how 
to paint with oil: beſides, which of all your old fuſty 
Grecians would you put upon a footing with the divine 
Raphael, the moſt excellent Michael Angelo, Bona Ro- 
ti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching Titian, and, a- 
bove all others, the ſublime Rubens, the” He would 
have proceeded with a long catalogue of names which 
he had got by heart for the purpoſe, without retaining 
the leaſt idea of their ſcveral qualifications, had not he 
been interrupted by his rend, whoſe indignation being 
kindied by the irreverence with which he mentioned 
the Greeks, he calle him blatphemer, Goth, Bæotian, 
and, in his turn, aſked with g 


I 


at vehemence, which of 

thoſe puny mederns could match with Panæenus of A- 
thens, and his hrother Phidias, Polycletus of Sicyon, 
Folygnotus the Thracian, Parrhafius of Epheſus, ſure 
named Abrodiaitot, or the Beau, and Appcilcs the prince 
C . 32 F nallenged lig haus a 

of painters? He challenged kim to ſhew any portrait of 


theſe days that could vie with tae Helen of Zeuxis the 
W Heraclean, or any ccempoſition equal to the ſacrifice of 
phigenia, by Timaathes the gicyonian ; not to mention 


the twelve gods of Aſclepiadorus the Athenian, for 
which Mnaſon, tyrant of Eiatca, gave him about three 
hundre:| pounds a-piece, or Homer's hell by Nicias, 
who rcfuled fixty talents, amounting to upraris of ele- 
ven thouſand pounds, and geatroully made a preſent of 


qt to his own country. He deſired him to produce a 


collection 
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collection equal to that in the temple of Delphos, men- 
tioned in the Ion of Euripides; where Hercules and his 
companion Tolaus are repreſented in the act of killing 
the Lernzan hydra with golden ſickles, fruſelis har. 
pars; where Bellerophon appears on his winged ſteed, 
vanquiſhing the fire breathing chimera, tan puripneouſan j 
and the war of the giants is deſcribed, Here Jupiter 

ſtands wielding the red hot thunder bolts, Keraunon 
ampbipuron; there Pallas, dreadful to the view, Gorgo- 
pon, brandiſheth her ſpear againſt the huge Enceladus ; 
and Bacchus, with flender ivy rods, defeats and ſlays 
the gas /eknon, or mighty fon of earth. The patater was 
aſtoniſhed and confounded at this rhapſody of names and 
inſtances, which was utteted with ſurpriſing eagerneſs, 
and rapidity, ſuſpecting at firſt that the whole was the 
creation of his own brain; but when Pickle, with a view 
of flattering the doctor's ſelf-conceit, eſpouſed his fide 
of the queſtion, and canfirmed the truth of every thing he 
had advanced, Mr Pallet changed his opinion, and, in em- 
phatic ſilence, adored the immenſity of his friend's un- 
derſtanding. In ſhort, Peregrine eaſily perceived that 
they were falſe enthuſiaſts, without the ſmalleſt preten- 
ſions to taſte and ſenſibility; and pretended to be in 
raptures with they knew not what; the one thinking it 
was incumbent upon him to expreſs tranſports on ſeeing 


the works of thoſe who had been moit eminent in his 0 
profeſſion, whether they did or did not really raiſe his tl 
admiration; and the other, as a {cholar, deeming it his t] 
duty to maguify the ancients above all competition, 15 
with an affected f-ryour, which the knowledge of their = 
excellencies never inſpired. Indeed, our young geatle- to; 


man ſo ſuccelsfully accommodated himſelf to the diſpo- 
ſition of each, that, long before their review was finiſh- 
ed, he was become a particular favourite with both, 


From the Palais Royal he accompanied them to the 
cloiſters 
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cloiſters of the Carthuſians, where they conſidered the 
hiftory of St Bruno, by Le Sucur, whoſe name being 
utterly unknown to the painter, he gave judgment a- 
gainſt the whole compoſition, as pitiful and paltry, 
though, in the opinion of all good judges, it is a moſt 
maſterly performance. 

Having ſatisfied their curioſity in this place, Pere- 
grine aſked them to favour him with their company at 
dinner; but, whether out of caution againſt the inſinu- 
ations of one whole character they did not know, or by 
reaſon of a prior engagement, they declined his invita- 
tion, on pretence of having an appointment at a certain 
ordinary, though they expreſſed a deſire of being better 
acquainted with him; and Ms Pallet took the freedom 
of aſking his name, which he not only deelared, but pro- 
miſled, as they were firangers in Paris, to wait upon 
thein next day in the forenoon, in order to conduct them 
to the hotel de I houlouſe, and the houtes of ſeveral o- 
ther noblemen, remarkable for painting or curious fur- 
niture. They thankfully embraced his propoſal, and 
that lame day made enquiry among the Eagliſh gentle. 
men about the character of our hero, which they found 
| io much to their ſatisfaction, that, upon their ſecond 
meeting, they courted his good graces without reſerve ; 
and, as they had heard of his intended departure, bez- 
ged ecarneitly to have the honour of accompanying him 
through the Low Countries. He aſſured them, that no- 
thing could be more agreeable to him than the pro- 
WT ct of having luch fellow-iravellers, and they ime 
Wo meliately appointed a day for ſetting out on that 
cour, 
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Ne. XLII. 


He introduces his new friends to Mr Jolter, with whom 
the doctor enters into a diſpute upon government, which 
had well nigh terminated in open war. 


an he not only made them acquainted 
with every thing worth ſceing in town, but at- 
tended them in their excurfions to all the king's houſes 
within a day's journey of Paris; and, in the courſe of 
theſe parties, treated them with an elegant dinner at his 
own apartments, where a diſpute aroſe between the 


doQor and Mr Jolter, which had well-nigh terminated + 


in an irreconcileable animoſity, Theſe gentlemen, with 
an equal ſhare of pride, pedantry, and faturnine diſpo— 
fition, were, by the accidents of education and compa- 
ny, diametrically oppoſite in political maxims; the one, 
as we have already ublerved, being a bigotted high- 
church man, ard the other a rank republican, It was 
an article of the governor's creed, that the people could 
not be hzppy, nor the earth yield its fruits in abundance 
under a reſtricted clergy and limited government; 
whereas, in the doctor's opinion, it was an eternal truth, 
that no conſtitution was ſo perfect as the democracy; 
and that no country could flouriſh, but under the admi- 
niſtration of the mob. 

'l beſe conſiderations being premiſed, no wonder that 
they bappened to diſagree in the freedom of an unre- 
ſerved converſation, eſpecially as their entertainer took 
all opportunities of encouraging and enflaming the 
contention. The firſt ſource of their difference was 
an unlucky remark of the painter, who obſerved that 
the partridge, of which he was then eating, had the 


fineſt reliſh of auy he bad ever taſted, His triend 
owned 


g 
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dwned that the birds were the beſt of the kind he had 
ſeen in France, but affirmed that they were neither ſo 
plump nor delicious as thoſe that were caught in Eng- 
land. The goveraor, conſidering this obſervation as the 
effect of prejudice and inexperience, ſaid, with a ſar- 
caſtical ſmile, I believe, Sir, you are very well dit- 
poſed to find every thing here interior to the productions 
of your own country.” True, Sir, (anſwered the 
phyſician, with a certain ſolemaity of aſpect); and not 
without good reaſon, I hope.” And pray, (reſumed 
the tutor), why may not the partridges of France be as 
good as thole of England ?” For a very plain reaſon, 
replied the other, becauſe they are not ſo well fed. The 
iron hand of oppreſſion is extended to all animals with- 


in the French dominions, even to the beaits of the field. 


and the fowls of the air. Kuneſſis orion te paſi.“ 
„ E:ad! (cried the painter), that is a truth not to be 
controverted : for my own part, I am none of your tit- 
bits, one would think, but yet there's a frethae(s in the 
Englilh complexion, a gin/eetoye, I think you call it, 
lo inviting to a hungry Frenchman, that I have caught 
teveral in the very act of viewing me with an eye of 
extreme appetite as I paſſed; and as for their curs, or 
rather their wolves, whenever I ſet eyes on one of 'em, 
Aha! your humble ſervant, Mr Son of a bitch, I am 
upon my guard in aa inſtant. The doctor can teſtify 
that their very horſes, or more properly, their live cars 
r10n. that drew our chaiſe, uſed to reach back their long 
necks and ſmell at us, as a couple of delicious morſels.”” 
This fally of Mr Pallet, which was received with a ge- 
neral laugh of approbation, would, in all probability, 
have ſtifled the diſpute in embrio, had not Mr Jolter, 
with a ſelf applauding finper, ironically complimented 
the ſtrangers on their talking like true Englithmen, 
The doctor, affronted at the inünuation, told him with 
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ſome warmth, that he was miſtaken in his conjecture, 
his effe et ions and ideas being confined to no particular 
country; for he conſidered himfelf as a citizen of the 
world. He owned himſelf more attzched to Englaud 
than to any other kingdom; but this preference was 
the effect of reflection, and not of prejudice z becauſe 
the Eritifh conftituticn approeched nearer than any Other 


"= - 


4- +1 


to that perfection of government, the democracy of A- 
thens, which he hoped one day to {er revived, He mer- 
Honed the death, of Charles the firit, and the expulficr 
ef his len, with raptures of applauſe; inveighed with 
erat acrimony ageinſt the kingly name; and, in order 


£ 


to flrengthen his opinion, repeated forty or fifty lines 


tom one of the'Philippics of Demoſthenes. Jolter, 
hearing him ſpcak fo diſreſpectfully of the higher pow- 
ers, glewed with indignation, He aid, his doArines 
nere detellable and deſt:uctiec of all right, order, and 
ſccicty; that monarchy was of Uivice inſtitution, there- 
tore inde frafible by any human peer; and, of conſe- 
cuence, thoſe events in the Enz2hiſh hiſtory which ke 
had ſo i;bcrally commended, were no other than flagrant 
inſtances ef fecrilege, perfidy, and ſedition: that the 
demcectacy of Athens was a meſt abſurd conſtitution, 
riod tlive of evarchy ard micbhief, which muſt always 
happen when the government of a nition depends upon 
the coLrice of the ignorant; hair-brained vulgar : that it 
wes in the power ct the meſt piefligate member of the 
con monwealth, provided he was endowed with elo— 


quet.ce, to tuin the meſt deſervirg, by a deſperate es- 
ertion of his talents upon the populace, who had been 
often ferſusded to act in the moſt ungrateful and im- 
prodent manner sgainſt the greateſt patriots that their 
country had produced; end finally, he averted, that 
the liberal arts and ſciences had never flouriſhed ſo 
much in a republic, as under the encouragement and 

protection 
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protection of abſolute power; witneſs the Avguſtan 
age, and the reign of Lewis the fourteenth : nor was it 
to be ſuppoſed that genius and merit could ever be ſo 
amply recompenſed by the individuals, or diſtracted 
councils of a commonwealth, as by the generoſity and 
magnificence of one who had the whole treaſures at his 
own command, 

Peregrine, who was pleaſed to find the conteſt grow 
warm, obſerved that there ſeemed to be a good dealof truth 
in what Mr Jolter advanced; and the painter, whole opi- 
nion began to waver, looked with a face of expeRation 
at bis friend, who, modelling his features into an ex- 
preſſion of exultiog diſdain, aſked of his antagoniſt, if 
he did not think that the very power of rewarding me- 
rit enabled an abſolute prince to indulge himſelf in the 
moſt arbitrary licence over the lives and fortunes of his 
people? Before the governor had time to anſwer this 
queliion, Pallet broke forth into an exclamation of By 
the Lord! that is certainly fat; egad! that was a home · 
thruſt, doctor.“ When Mr Jolter, chaſtiſing this ſhal- 
low intruder with a contemptuous look, affirmed, that 
though ſupreme power furniſhed a good prince with 
the means of exerting his virtues, it would not ſupport 
a tyrant in the exerciſe of cruelty and oppreſſion ; be- 
cauſe, in all nations, the genius of the people muſt be 
conlulted by their governors, and the burthen propor- 
tioned to the ſhoulders on which it is laid. Elfe, 
what follows?“ ſaid the phyſician, The conſequence 
is plain, replied the governor, inſurrection, revolt, and 
his own deſtruction: for it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
the ſubjects of any nation would be ſo abject and puſil- 
lanimous, as to neglect the means which heaven had 
put in their power for their own preſervation.” * Gad- 
z00ks: you're in the right, Sir, cried Pallet; that, I 
grant you, mull be confeſſed; doctor, I'm afraid we 
F 3 have 
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have got into the wrong box.” This ſon of Pran, 
however, far from being ot his friend's opinion, obſer. 
ved with an air of triumph, that he would not only de- 
moaſtrate the ſophiſtry of the gentleman's laſt allega- 
tion, by argument and facts, but even confute him with 
his own words, Jolter's eyes kindling at this pre ſump· 
tuous declaration, he told his antagoniſt, while his lip 
quivered with reſentment, that if his arguments were not 
better than his breeding, he was ſure he would make 
very few converts to his opinion: and the doctor, with 
all the inſolence of triumph, adviſed him to beware of 
diſputes for the future, until he ſhould have made him- 
{elf more maſter of his ſubject. 

Peregrine both withed and hoped to ſee the diſpu- 
eants proceed to arguments of more weight and con- 
viaion : and the painter, dreading the ſame iſſue, inter- 
poſed with the uſual exclamation of “for God's fake, 
gentleman :” when the governor roſe from the table in 
great dudgeon, and left the room, muttering ſome 
ejaculation, of which the word coxcomb only could be 
diſtinctl; heard. — The phy ſiclian, beiog thus left maſter 
of the ficld of battle, was complimented on his victory 
by Peregrine, and fo elevated by his ſucceſs, that he 
declaimed a full hour on the abſurdity of Jolter's pro- 
poſition, and the beauty of the democratic adminiſtra— 
tion: canvalled the whole ſcheme of Plato's republic, 
with many quotations from that ideal author, touching 
the to tal/on: from thence he made a tranſition to the 
moral ſenſe of Shafteſbury, and concluded his harangue 
with the greateſt part of that frothy writer's rhaplody 
which hc repeated with all the violence of enthuſiaſtic 
agitation, to the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of his enter- 
tainer, aud the unutterable admiration of Pallet, who 
locked upon kim as ſome hing fupernatural and divine. 
So intoxicated was this vain young man with the ironi- 
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cal praiſes of Pickle, that he forthwith ſhook off all re- 
ſerve, and having profeſſed a friendſhip for our hero, 
whole taſte and learning he did not fail to extol, inti- 
mated, in plain terms, that he was the only perſon in 
theſe latter ages, who ms": that ſublime genius, that 
portion of the divinity, or Ti Theion, which immorta- 
lized the Grecian poets; that as Pythagoras affirmed 
the ſpirit of Euphorbus had tranſmigrated into ins bo- 
dy, he, the Doctor, was ſtrangely poſſeſſed with the o- 
pinion that he himſelf was inſpired by the ſoul of Pin- 
dar; becauſe, making allowance for the difference of 
languages in which they wrote, there was a ſurpriſing 
affinity between his own works and thoſe of that cele- 
rated Theban ; and, as a confirmation of this truth, he 
immediately produced a fample of each, which, though 
in ſpirit and verſification, as different as the Odes of 
Horace and our pre ſent laurcat, Peregrine did not ſcruple 
to pronounce altogether congenial; notwithſtanding the 
violence he by this ſentence offered to his own conſci- 
ence, and a certain alarm of his pride, that was weak 
enough to be diſturbed by the phyſician's ridiculous 
vanity and preſumption, which, not contented with dil. 
playing his importance ia the world of taſte and polite 
literature, manifeſted itſelf in arrogating certain mate- 
rial diſcoveries in the province of phyfic,' which could 
not fail to advance him to the higheſt pinnacle of that 
profeſſi ov, conſidering the recommendation of his other 


talents, together with a liberal fortune which he in- 
acrited from his father, 


CHAP, 
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CH AP. XLIV. 


The doctor prepares an entertainment in the manner of 
the ancients, which is attended with divers ridiculous 


ircumſtancet. 


JN a word, our young gentleman, by his inſinuating 
behaviour, acquired the full confidence of the doc- 
tor, who invited him to an entertainment, which he in- 
tended to prepare in the manner of the ancients. Pickle, 
ſtruck with this idea, eagerly embraced the propoſal, 
which he honoured with many encomiume, as a plan in 
all reſpects worthy of his genius and apprehenſion ; and 
the day was appointed at ſome diſtance of time, that 
the treater might have leiſure to compole certain pickles 
and confections which were not to be found among the 
culinary preparations of theſe degenerate days. 

With a view of rendering the phyfician's taſte more 
conſpicuous, and extracting from it the more diverſion, 
Peregrine propoſed that ſome foreigners ſhould partake 
of the banquet ; and the taſk being left to his care and 
diſcretion, he actually beſpoke: the company of a 
French marquis, an Italian count, and a German baron, 
whom he knew to be egregious coxcombs, and therefore 
more likely to enhance the joy of the entertainment, 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, ke conducted 
them to the hotel where the phyſician lodged, after ha- 
ving regaled their expectations with an elegant meal in 
the genuine old Roman taſte; and they were received 
by Mr Pallet, who did the honours of the houſe, while 
his friend ſuperintended the cook below. By this com-. 
municative painter, the gueſts underſtood that the doc. 
tor had met with numerous difficultics in the execution 
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of his defign ; that no fewer than five cooks had been 
diſmiſſed, becauſe they could not prevail upon their 
own conſciences to obey his directions in things that 
were contrary to the preſent practice of their art; and 
that although be had at laſt engaged a perſon, by an 
extraordinary premium, to comply with his orders, the 
fellow was fo aſtonithed, mortificd, and incenſed at the 
commands he had received, that his hair ſtood on end, 
and he begged on his Knees to be releaſed from the a- 
greement he had made; but finding that his employer 
inſiſted upon the performance of his contract, and threat- 
ened to introduce him to the commiffaire, if he ſhould 
flinch from his bargain, he bad, in the diſcharge of his 
office, wept, ſung, curſed and capered for two whole 
hours without intermiſſion. 

While the company liſtened to this odd information, 
hy which they were prepoſſeſſed with ſtrange notions of 
the dinner, their cars were invaded by a piteous voice 
that exclaimed in French, * For the love of God ! dear 
Sir! for the paſſion of Jefus Chriſt ! ſpare me the mor- 
* tificatioa of the honey and oil!“ Their ears itill vibra- 
ted with the found, when'the doctor, entering, was by 
Peregrine made acquainted with the ſtrangers, to whom 
he, in the tranſports of his wrath, could not help com- 
plaining of the want of complaiſance he had found in 
the Pariſian vulgar, by which his plan had almoſt been 
entirely ruined and ſet aſide. Ihe French marquis, 
who thought the honour cf his nation was concerned at 
this declaration, profeſled his ſorrow for what had hap- 
2eaed, fo contrary to the eftabliſhed character of the 
people, and undertook to lee the deiinquents ſeverely 
puniſhed, provided he could be informed of their names 
or places of abode. The mutual compliments that paſ» 
ech on this occaſion were ſcarce finilhed, when a ſer- 
vant, coming into the room, announced dinner ; and the 
| entertainer 
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entertainer Jed the way into another apartment, where 
they found a long table, or rather two boards joined to- 
gether, and furniſhed with a variety of diſhes, the 
ſteams of which had ſuch an evident effe upon the 
nerves of the company, that the marquis made fright- 
ful grimaces, under pretence of taking' ſnuff; the Ita- 
lian's eyes watered, the German's viſage underwent ſe— 
veral difiortions of features; our hero found means to 
exclude the odour from his ſenſe of ſmelling, by breath: 
ing only through his mouth; and the poor painter, run- 
ning into another room, plugged his noſtrils with tobac- 
co. The doctor himſelf, who was the only perſon then 
preſent whole organs were not diſcompoſed, pointing 
to a couple of couches placed on each fide of the table, 
told his gueſts, that he was ſorry he could not procure 


the exact tr:ic/inie of the ancients, which were ſomewhat 


different from theſe couveniences, and deſired they 
would have the goodneſs to repoſe themſelves without 
eeremony, each in his reſpective couchette, while he 
and his friend Mr Pallet, would place themſelves up- 
right at the ends, that they might have the pleaſure of 
ſerving thole that lay along. This diſpoſition, of which 
the ſtrangers had no previous idea, diſconcerted and 
perplexed them in a molt ridiculous manner; the mar- 
quis and baron ſtood bowing to each other, on pretence 
of diſputing the lower ſeat, but in reality with a view 
of profiting by the example of one another, for neither 
of them underſtood the manner in which they were to 
loll; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their confuſion, hand- 
ed the count to the other fide, where, with the molt 
miſchievous politeneſs, he inſiſted upon his taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of the upper place. 

In this diſagreeable and ludicrous ſuſpence, they con- 
tinued acting a pantomime of geiticulations, until the 
doctor earneſtly intreated them to wave all compliment 


and 
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and form, leſt the dinner ſhould be ſpoiled before the 
ceremonial could be adjulted. Tous conjured, Pere- 
grine took the lower couch on the left-hand fide, lay ing 
himſelf gently down, with his fice towards the table, 
Tl marquis, in imitation of this pattern, (though he 
would have much rather faſted three days than run the 
riſk of diſcompoſing his dreſs by ſuch an attitude) 
ſtretched himſelf upon the oppoſite place, reclining up- 
on his elbow in a molt painful and awkward ſituation, 
with his head raited above the end of the couch, that 
the axconomy F nis hair might not ſuffer by the pro- 
jection of his body, Tue Italian, being s thin limber 
creature, planted himſelf next to Pickle, without ſuf. 
taining any misfortune, but that of his locking being 
torn by a ragged nail of the ſeat, as he raiſed his legs 
on a level with the reſt of his limbs. But the baron, 
who was neither ſo wieldy nor ſupple in his joints as 
his companions, flounced himſelf down with ſuch pre- 
cipitation, that his feet, ſuddenly tilting up, came in 
furious contact with the head of the marquis, and de- 
molithed every curl in a twinkling, while his own 
Kull, at the ſame inſtant, deſcended upon the fide of 
his couch with ſuch violence, that his periwig was 
ſiruck off, and the whole room filled with pulvilio. 

The drollery of diſtreſs that attended this difaſter, en- 
tirely vanquiſh-d the affected gravity of our young gen- 
tleman, who was obliged to ſuppreſs his laughter, by 
cramming his handkerchief in his mouth; for the bare- 
headed German aſked pardon with ſuch ridiculous con- 
fuſion, and the marquis admitted his apology with ſuch 
rueful complaiſance, as were ſufficient to awake the 
mirth of a quietiſt. 

This misfortune being repaired as well as the 
circumſtances of the occaſion would permit, and eve- 
ry one ſettled according to the arrangement alrea- 
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dy deſcribed, the doctor graciouſly undertook to give 
ſome account of the diſhes as they occurred, that 
the company might be directed in their choice, and 
with an air of infinite fatisfaction thus began: 
* This here, gentlemen, is a boiled gooſe. ſerved v, in 
a fauce compoled of pepper, lovage, coriander, mint, 
rue, anchovies and oil; I with for your ſakes. gentle- 
men, it was one of the geelſe of Ferrara, ſo much cele. 
brated among the ancicnts for the magnitude of their 
livers, one of which is ſaid to have weighed upwards of 
two pounds; with this food, exquiſite as it was, did the 
tyrant Heliogabalus regale his hounds. Bu I beg par- 
don, I had almoſt forgot the ſoup, which I hear js ſo 
neceſſary an article at all tables in France. At each 
end there are diſhes of the falacacabia of the Romans, 
one is made of parſley, pennyroyal, cheeſe, pine-tops; 
honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, onions, and hen— 
livers; the other is much the ſame as the ſoup-maigre 
of this country, Then there is a loin. of veal boiled 
with fennel] and carawayleed, in a pottage compoied of 
pickle, oil, honey and flour, and a curious hachis f the 
lights, liver, and blood of an hare, together with a diſh 
of roaſted pigeons. Monſieur le Baron, ſhall I help 
you to a plete of this ſoup ?”? The German, who did 
not at all difapprove of the ingredients, aſſented to the 
propolal, and {-emed to relith th: compoſition ; while 
the marquis, being aſked by the painter which of the 
filly-kickbays he choſe. was, in conleq :;cnce of his de- 
fire. accommodated with a portion uf the ſoup - maigre; 
and the count, in lieu of {poonnicat, of which be faid he 
was no great admirer, ſupplied binifeif with a pig: on, 
therein conforming to the choice oC our young gentle» 
man, whole example be determined to follow through 


the whole courie of the entertainment, 
The Frenchman having ſwallowed the firſt ſponn ul, 
made 
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made a full pauſe, his throat ſwelled, as if an egg had 
fuck in his gullet, his eyes rolled, and his mouth 
underwent a ſeries of involuntary contract ions and 
dilatations. Pallet, who looked ſtedfaſtly at this, 
connoifleur, with a view of conſulting his taſte, before 
he himſelf would venture upon the ſoup, began to 
be diſturbed at theſe emotions, and obſerved with ſome 
concern, that the poor gentleman ſeemed. to be going 
into a fit; when Peregrine aſſured him that theſe were 
ſymptons of ecitaſy, and, for further confirmation, 
aſked the marquis how he found the ſoup. It was 
with infinite difficulty that his complaiſance could 
ſo far maſter his diſguſt, as tor enable him to anſwer, 
© Altogether excellent, upon my honour:” And the 
painter being certified of his approbation, lifted the 
ſpoon to his mouth without ſcruple, but far from juſti- 
fying the eulogium of his taſter; when this precious 
compoſition diffuſed itſelf upon his palate, he ſeemed 
to be deprived of all ſenſe and motion, and ſat like the 
leaden ſtatue of ſome river god, with the liquor flowing 
out at both ſides of his mouth. 

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phænomenon, 
earneſtly inquired into the cauſe of it; and when Pallet 
recovered his recollection; and ſwore that he would 
rather {wallow porridge made of burning brimſtone, than 
tuch an infernal meſs as that which he had taſted, the 
phyſician, in his own vindication, aſſured the company, 
that, except the uſual ingredients, he had mixed nothing 
ir the ſoup but ſome ſal- amonĩac inſtead of the ancient ni- 
trum, which could not now be procured ; and appealed 
to the marquis, whether {ſuch a ſuccedaneum was not 
an improvement on the whole, The unfortunate petit- 
maitre, driven to the extremity of his condeſcenſion, 
acknowledged it to be a maſterly refinement; and deem- 
ing himſelf obliged, in point of honour, to evince his 

Vox. II. 0 ſentiments 
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ſentiments by his practice, forced a few more mouth- 
fuls of this diſagreeable potion down his throat, till his 
ſtomach was ſo much cſfenced, that he was compelled 
to ſtart up cf a ſudden; and, in the hurry of his ele- 
vation, overturned his plate into the boſom of the ba- 
ron. The emergency of his occaſions would not per- 
mit him to ſtay and make apologies for this abrupt be- 
haviour ; fo that he flew into another apartment, where 
Pickle fovad him puking, and croſſing himſelf with 
great devotion ; and a chair, at his defire, being brought 
to the door, he ſlipt into it more dead than alive, con- 
juring his friend Pickle to make his peace with the 
company, and in particular excuſe him to the baron, on 
account of the violent fit of illneſs with which be had 
been ſeized, It was not without reaſon that he em- 
ployed a mediator; for when our hero returned to the 
dining-room, the German got up, and was under the 
hands of his own lacquey, who wiped the greaſe from a 
rich embroidered waiſtcoat, while he, almoſt frantic 
wiih his misfortune, ſtamped upon the ground, and in 
High Dutch, curſed the unlucky banquet, and the im- 
pertinent entertainer, who all this time, with great de- 
liberation, conſoled him for the diſaſter, by aſſuring 
bim, that the damage might be repaired with ſome ail 
of turpentine and a hot iron, Peregrine, who could 
ſcarce refrain from laughing in his face, appeaſed his 
indignation, by telling him how much the whole com- 
pany, and eſpecially the marquis, was mortified at the 
accident: and the unhappy ſalacacabia being removed, 
the places were filled with two pies, one of dormice 
liquored with ſyrup of white poppies, which be the 
doctor had ſubſtituted in the room of toaſted poppy lecd, 
formerly eaten with honey 2s a deſert; and the other 
compoſed of an huck cf pork baked in honey. 


Pallet hearing ths firfl of theſe diſhes deſcribed, liſt- 
ed 
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1 ep his hands and eyes, and with figns of Toathing, 
3 and amzzement pronounced, A pye mods of dormice 
Wc ſyrup of poppics: Lord 1a heaven! what beaſtly 

{ lows thoſe Romans were!“ His friend checked him. 
or kis irreverent exclamation with a ſevere look, and 
recommended the veal, of whiclt he himſelf chearfully 
te, with ſuch encomiuins to the company, that the ba- 
tan refolved to imitate his example, aſter having called 
{xr a bumper of Burgund, which the phy ſictan, for 
luis ſake, wihed to have been the true wine of Fal-r- 


num. The painter ſceing nothiog elle upon the table 


CY 


which he WO ald venture do touch, N. de A merit of nes 


cefity, and had recourſe to tae veal alſo; although he 
cold not help ſaying, that he would not give one flice 


of the roaſt beef of Old Evgland for all the dain: ies of 
a Roman emperor's table. But all the doctor's invita- 
tions and aſſarances could not prevail upon his gueſts 
to honour the hachis and the gooſe; and that courſe 
y was ſucceeded by another, in which he told them were 
disers of thoſe diſhes which among the ancients had ob- 
t:ined the appellation cf po/zteles, or magnificent, 
That which ſmnokes in the middle (ſaid he) is a ſow's 
ſtomach, filed with a compoſition of minced pork, hog's 
brains, egg, pepper, cM garlic, anniſced, rue, 
ginger, oil, wine, and * dle. On the right- hand fide 
are tae teats and belly of a ſow, juſt farrowed, fried 


with ſweet wine, oil, Fac avi and pepper, On 
e left is a fricafſze cf ſnail, fed, or rather purged with 
milk At that end next Mr Pa let are fritters of pom- 


Flons, lovage, origanum and eil; and here are a couple 
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Ct pullets, i and ud in the manner of Appici- 


inte „ Wo had by wry faces teſtified his ab- 3 
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orrence of the ſon's Lomech, which he compared to a. 
pipe, and the ſnails which had undergone purgation,. 
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no ſooner heard him mention the roaſted pullets, than 
he eagerly ſolicited a wing of the fowl; upon which 
the doctor denred he would take the trouble of cutting 
them up, and accordingly ſent them round, while Mr 
Pallet tucked the table-cloth under his chin, and bran- 
diſhed his knife and fork with ſingular addreſs; but 
| ſcarce were they ſet down before him, when the tears 
ran down his cheeks, and he called aloud in a manifeſt 
diſorder, Z—ds! this is the eſſence of a whole bed 
of garlic!“ That he might not, however, diſappoint or 
diſgrace the entertainer, he applied his inſtruments to 
one of the birds; and when he opened up the cavity, 
was aſſaulted by ſuch an irruption of intolerable ſmells, 
that, without ſtaying to diſengage himſelf from the 
cloth, he ſprung away, with an exclamation of; © Lord 
Jeſus!“ and involved the whole table in havock, ruin, 
and confuſion, | 

Before Pickle could accompliſh his eſcape, he was 
fauced with the ſyrup of the dormice pyc, which went 
to pieces in the general wreck; and as for the Italian 
count, he was overwhelmed by the ſos's ſtomach, 
which, burſting in the fall, diſcharged its contents ur- 
on his jeg and thigh, and ſcalded him ſo miſerably, that 
he ſhrieked with anguiſh, and grinned with a molt ghait- 
ly and horrible aſpect. 

The baron, who lat ſecure without the vortex of this 
tumult, was not at all diſpleaſed at ſeeing his compa- 
nions involved in ſuch a calamity as that which he had 
already ſhared ; but the doctor was confounded with 
ſhame and vexation. Afcer having preſcribed an ap- 
plication of oil to the count's leg, he expreſſed his ſor- 
row for the miladventure, which he openly aſcribed to 
want of taſte and prudence an the painter, who did not 
think proper to return and make an apology in perſon ; 


and proteſted that there Was nothing in the fowls Which 
could 
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auld give oſſence to a ſeaſible noſe, the ſtuffing 
being a mixture of pepper. lovage, and aſſa- ſoeti- 
da, and the ſauce conſiſting of wine and herring pickle, 
which he had uſed inſtead of the celebrated garum of 
the Romans; that famous pickle having heen prepared 
ſometimes of the ſcombri, which were a ſort of tunny 
fi.h, and ſometimes of the filurus, or thad-hſh; nay, he 
obſerved that there was a third kind, called garum has 
mation, made of the guts, 88 and blood of the thyn- 


NS „ 


The phy ſician, fi: ading it would be ;mpraQicable to 


re elablili the order of the banquet, by preſenting 
again the diſhes which had been diſcompoſed, ordered 
every thing to . removed, a clean cloth to be laid, 
and the deſert to be broug'it in. 

Ieanchile, he regretted his incapacity to give them 

: fo:cimen of the aliens, or fiih meals of the ancients, 
|; ach as the jus diabaton, the conger eel, which, in Gal- 
lon's opinion, is hard cf digeſtion the cornuta, or gur= 
nard, deſcribed by Piiny in his Natural Hiſtory, who 
ſays, the horns of maay of them were a foot and a half 
in length; the mullet and lamprey, that were in the 
higheſt eftimation of old, of which laſt Julius Ceſar 
borrowed fix thouſand for one triumphal ſupper. He 
obſerved, that the manner of dreſſing them was deſcrib- 
ed by Horace, in the account he gives of the entertain- 
ment to which Macenas was invited by the epicure 
Naſiedenus, 


Ajgertur ſquillas inter Mutena natantes, Sc. 


and told them, that they were commonly eaten with. 
the rhus ſytiacum, a certain anodyne and aſtringeat 
ſeed, which qualified the purgative nature of the fi h. 
Finally, this learned phyſiæian gave them to underſtand, 
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that though this was reckoned a luxurious diſh in the 
zen&h of the Roman taſte, it was by no means compa. 
rable, in point of expence, to ſome preparations in 
vogue about the time of that abſurd voluptuary Helio- 
gabalus, who ordered the brains of ſix hundred oftriches 
to be compounded in one meſs, 

By this time the deſert appeared, and the company 
were not a little rejoiced to ſee plain olives in ſalt and 
water; but what the maſter of the feaſt valued. himſelf 
upon was a ſort of jelly, which he affirmed to be pre- 
ferable to the hypotrimma of Heſchius, being a mixture 
of vinegar, pickle, and honey, boiled to a proper con- 
fiſtence, and candied aſſa-foetida, which he aſſerted, in 
contradiction to Humelbergius and Liſter, was no other 
than the lefler ſyriacum, ſo precious, as to be fold a- 
mong the ancients to the weight of a filver penny, 
The gentlemen took his word for the excellency of this 
gum, but contented themſelves with the olives, which 
gave {ſuch an agreeable reliſh to the wine, that they 
ſeemed very well diſpoſed to conſole themſelves for 
the diſgraces they had endured ; and Pickle, unwilling 
to loſe the leaſt circumſtance of entertainment that 
could be enjoyed in their company, went in queſt of 
the painter, who remained in his penitentials in another 
apartment, and could not be perſuaded to :re-enter the 
banqueting- room, until Peregrine undertook to procure 
his pardon from thoſe whom he had injured. Having 
aſſured him of this indulgence, our young gentleman 
led him in like a criminal, bowing on all hands with an 
air of humility and contrition ; and particularly addreſ- 
fing himfclf to the count, to whom he ſwore in Engliſh, 
as God was his Saviour, he had no intent to affront 
man, woman, or child; but was fain to make the beſt 
of his way, that he might not give the honourable com- 

pany 
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- pany cauſe of offence, by obeying the dictates of nature 


in their preſence. 

When Pickle interpreted this apology to the Italian, 
Pallet was ſorgiven in very polite terms, and even re- 
ceived into ſavour by his friend the doctor, in conſe- 
quence of our hero's interceſſion ; ſo that all the gueſts 
forgot their chagrin, and paid their reſpects fo pioully 
to the bottle, that in a ſhort time the champaiga produ- 
:ed very evident effects in the behaviour ef all preſents 


CH A Ee, 


e painter ts perſtaded to accompany Pickle to a maſa 
/ * 7 | 
derade in woman's apparel; is engaged in a trouble- 


ſome adventure, and, . with his companion, conveyed to 


[ h EF B a/ / ile . 


"PHE painter, at the requeſt of Pickle, who had a 

deſign. upon the count's ſenſe of hearing, favoured 
the company with the ſong of Bumper Squire Jones a 
which yielded infinite ſatisfaction to the baron; but 
aFeRted the delicate ears of the Italian in ſuch a manner 
that his features expreſſed aſtoniſhment and diſquiet; 
and by his ſudden aud repeated journies to the door, it 
plainly appeared that he was in the ſame predicament 
with thoſe who, as Shakeſpeare obſerves, when the bag- 
pipe ſings in the noſe, cannot contain their urine for af - 
tection, 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating muſic from 
ſuch a barbarous taſte, Mr Pallet had no ſooner performs 
ed his taſk, than the count honoured his friends with 
ſome favourite airs of his own country, which he warb- 
led with infinite grace and expreſſion, though they had 

not 
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not energy ſufficient to engage the attention of the 
German, who fell fsſt aſleep upon his couch, and ſnored 
io loud, as to interrupt, and totally annul this raviſhing 
entertainment, ſo that they were fain to have recourſe 
again to the glaſs, which made ſuch innovation upon 
the brain of the phyſician, that he ſung divers odes of 
Anacreon to a tune of his own compoſing and held 
jorth upon the muſic and recitative cf the ancients with 
great erudition; while Pallet, having found means to 
make the Italian acquainted with the nature of his pro- 
feſlion, harangued upon painting with wonderful volu- 
bility, in a language which (it was well for his own cre- 
dit) the ſtranger did not underfland, 

At length the doctor was ſeized with ſuch a qualm, 
that he begged Peregrine to lead him to his chamber; 
and the baron being waked, retired with the count, 

Peregrine being rendered frolick ſome with the wine 
he had drank, propoſed that he and Pallet ſhould go to 
a maſquerate, which he recollected was to be given that 
zight, The painter did not want curioſity and incli- 
nation to accompany him, but expreſſed his apprehen- 
Hon of loſing him in the ball; an accident which could 
not fail to be very diſagreeable, as he was an utter 
ſtranger to the language and the town. To obviate 
this objection, the landlady, who was of their council, 
adviſed him to appear in a woman's dreſs, which would 
lay his companion under the neceſſity of attending him 
with more care, as he could not with decency detach 
himſelf from the lady whom he ſhould introduce; be- 
ſides, ſuch a ſuppoſed connection would hinder the 
ladies of pleaſure from accoiting and employing their 
ſ.Jucing arts upon a perſon already engaged. 

Our young gentleman, foreſeeing abundance of di— 
verſion in the execution of this project, ſeconded the 


propoſal with ſuch importunity and addreſs, that the 
; painter 
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painter allowed himſelf to be habited in a ſuit belong 
ing to the landlady, who alſo procured for him a maſk 
and domino, while Pickle provided himſelf with a Spa- 
nith dreſs, In this diſguite, which they put on about 
eleven o'clock, did they, attended by Pipes, ſet out in 
a fiacre for the ball-room, into which Pickle led this 
ſuppoſitious female, to the aſtoniſhment of the whole 
company, who had never ſcen ſuch an uncouth figure 
in the appearance of a woman. 

Aſter they had taken a view of all the remarkable 
maſks, and the painter had been treated with a glaſs of 
liquor, his miſchievous companion gave him the ſlip, 
and vaniſhing in an inſtant, returned with another maſk 
and a domino over his habit, that he might enjoy Pal- 
let's perplexity, and be at hand to protect him from in- 
lult. : 

The poor painter having loſt his guide, was almoſt 
diſtracted with anxiety, and ſtalked about the room, 
in queſt of him, with ſuch huge ſtrides ard oddity of 
geſture, that he was followed by a whole multitude, 
who gazed at him as a preternatural phænomenon. 
This attendance increaſed his uneaſineſs to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he could not help uttering a ſolilaquy aloud, 
in which he curſed his fate for having depended upon 
the promiſe of ſuch a wag, and ſwore, that if once he 
was clear of this ſcrape, he would not bring himſelf 
into ſuch a premunire again for the whole kingdom of 
France. 

Divers petit-maitres underſtanding the maſk was a 
loreigner, who in all probability could not ſpeak French, 
mace up to him in their turns, in order to difplay their 
wit and addrels, and teazed him with ſeveral arch queſ- 
tions, to which he made no other anſwer than, No 
part: Francy, Damn your chattering! Go about your 
buſineſe, can't you?” Among the maſks was a noble- 

man, 
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man, who began to be very ſree wich the ſuppoſed la- 
dy, and aitempted to plunge his hand into her boſom : 
but tue painter was too mod eſt to ſuſfer ſuch indecent 
treatment, and, when the gallant repeated his efforts in 
a manner ſtill more indelicate, len: him ſuch a box on 
the ear, as made the lights dance before bim, and crea— 
ted fuch a ſuſpicion of Pallet's fex, that the Frenchman 
{wore be was clther a male or hermaphrodite, and in- 
ſſted upon a ſcrutiny, for the ſake of his owa honour, 
with ſuch cbflinacy of reſentment, that the fiitious 
ry!:2pa was in imminent danger, not only of being ex- 
poiſed, but allo of undergoing ſevere chaſtiſement for 
having made ſo free wi.h the prince's ear, when Pere- 
£rine, who ſaw and overheard every thing that paſſed, 
thought it was high time to interpoſe; and according 
ly aſſerted bis pretenſions to the inſulted lady, who was 
overjoyed at this proof of his proteQion, 

ihe affronted gallant perſevered in demanding to 
know who-ſhe was, and our hero as ſtrenuouſly refuſed 
to give him that ſatisfadion; ſo-that high words enſu- 
ed, and the prince threatening to punith his inſclence, 
the young gentleman, who was not ſuppoſed to know 
his quality, pointed to the place where his own ſword 
uled to hang, and ſnapping his ſiagers in his face, laid 
hold on the painter's arm, and led him to another part 
of the room, leaving his antagoniit to the meditations of 
his own revenge. 

Pallet, having chid his conductor for his barbarous. 
diſertion, made him acquainted with the difficulty in 
which he had been involved, and, flatly telling him, he 


would not put it in his power to give him the ſlip a- 


gain, held faſt by his arm during the remaining part of 
2 4 y g * 2 3 
tue entertainment, to the no {mal} diverſion cf the 
company, whoſe attention was altogether engroffed on 
' 2 1 1 »” . . : — 4 ] < 

the conte nplation cf ſuch an ankward, ungainly, ſlalk- 
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ing apparition. At laſt Pickle, being tired of exhi- 
bing this raree- how, complied with the repeated de- 
fires of his companion, and handed her into the coach ; 
which he himſelf had no focner entered, than they were 
ſurrounded by a file of muſqueteers, commanded by an 
exempt, who, ordering the coach door to be opened, 
took his place with great dehberation, while one of his 
detachment mounted the box in order to direct the 
driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this 
arreſt; and it was well for him that he had no weapon 
wherewith to ſtand upon bis defence; for ſuch was the 
impetuoſity and raſhnefs of his temper, that, had he 
been armed, he would have run all riſks rather than 
ſurrender himſelf to any odds whatever z but Pallet, 
imagining that the officer was ſome gentleman ho had 
miſtzken their carriage for his own, defired his friend 
to undeceive the ſtranger ; and when he was informed 
of the real ſtate of their condition, his knees began to 
ſhake, his teeth to chatter, and he uttered a moſt dole- 
fil Jamentation, importing his fear of being carried to 
{ome hideous dungeon ot the Baſtile, where he ſhould 
ſpend the reſt of his days in miſery and horror, and 
never ſee the light of God's ſun, nor the face of a 
friend, but periſh in a foreign land, far removed from 
bis family and connections, Pickle damned bim for 
his puſillanimity ; and the exempt hearing a lady be- 
moan herſelf fo piteculiy, expreſſed his mortification at 
being the inſtrument of giving her ſuch pain, and en- 
deavoured to conlole them, by reprefenuns the lenity 
of the French government, and the ſingular generoſity 
of the prince by whoſe orders they were apprehended. 

Peregrine, whoſe diſcretion ſeemed to forſake him 
on all tuca occatons, exclaimed with great, bitterneſs 
agalnſt the arbitrary adminiſtration of France and in- 


vsighed, 


r - * 
. — A 


8 3 


— — — r 


84 THE ADVENTURES OF 


veighed, with many expreſſions of contempt againſt the 
character of the offended prince, whole reſentment, far 
from being noble, he ſaid was pitiful, ungenerous, and 
unjuſt, To this remonſtrance the officer made no reply, 
but ſhrugged up his ſhoulders in filent aſtoniſhment at 
the hardief/ſe of the priſoner; and the fiacre was juſt on 
the point of ſetting out, when they heard the noiſe of 
a ſcuffle at the back of the coach, and the voice of Tom 
Pipes, pronouncing, © Il] be damn'd if I do.” This 
truſty attendant had been deſired by one of the guard 
to deicend from his ſtation in the rear; but as he re- 
ſolved to ſhare his maſter's fate, he took no notice of 
their intreaties, until they were ſeconded by force; 
and that he endeavoured to repel with his heel, which 
he applied with ſuch energy to the jaws of the ſoldier who 
firſt came in contact with him, that they emitted a 
craſhing ſound like a dried walnut between the grinders 
of a templar in the pit. Exaſperated at this outrage, 


the other ſaluted Tom's poſteriors with his bayonet, 


which incommoded him ſo much, that he could no 
longer keep his poſt, but leaping upon the ground, gave 
his antagoniſt a chuck under the chin and laid him up- 
on his back, and then ſkipping over him with infinite 
agility, abſconded among the crowd of coaches, till he 
ſaw the guard mount before and behind upon his mal- 
ter's fiacre, which no ſooner {et forward than he follow- 
ed at a ſmall diſtance, to reconnoitre the place where 
Peregrine ſhould be confined. 

After having proceeded flowly through many wind- 
ings and turnings to a part of Paris 1a which Pipes was 
an utter liranger, the coach ſtopped at a great gate, 
with a wicket in the middle, which being opened zt 
the approach of the carriage, the priſoners were ad- 
mitted ; and the guard returning with the fiacre, Tom 


determined to watch in that place all night, that in the 
| morning 
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morning he might make ſuch obſervations as might be 
conducive to the enlai gement of his maſter. 


CHAEF II. 


By the fidelity of Pi pes, Jolter i ts informed of his pupils 
fate. Confers with the poyfici tcian. Applies to the Am- 
baſſador, who with great difficulty obtains the diſcharge 


of the priſoners, on certain conditions. 


2285 plan he executed, notwithſtanding the pain 

of his wound and the queſtions of the city-guard, 
both horſe and foot, to which he could make no other 
anſwer than, Anglois, Anglais; and as ſoon as it 
was light, taking an accurate ſurvey of the caſtle (for 
inch it ſeemed to be) into which Peregrine aud Pallet 
had been conveyed, together with its ſituation in re- 
ſpect to the river, he went hame to the lodgings, and 
waking Mr Jolter, gave him an account of the adven- 
ture. The governor wrung his hands in the utmoſt 
grief and conſternation, when he heard this unfortunate 
icce of news; be did not doubt that his pupil was im- 
ori lloned in the Baſtile for life; and in the anguiſh of 
3 8 'n, curled the day in which he had un- 


dertaken to ſuperintend the conduct of ſuch an impru- 


dent young man, who had, by reiterated inſults, provo- 
ked the vengeance of ſuch a mild fo bearing admini- 
ration. That he might not, however, neglect any 
means in his power to extricate him f om his preſent 
mistortune, he diſpatched Thomas to che doctor, with 
an account * his companions fate, th 1 might join 
their intereſt in behalf of the captives; and the phyſi- 
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cian being informed of what had happened, immediate. 
ly dreſſed himſelf, and repaired to Jolter, whom he ac— 
coſted in theſe words: Now, Sir, I hope you are con- 
vinced of your error, in aſſerting that oppreſſion can ne- 
ver be the effect of arbitrary power, Such a calamity 


as this could never have happened under the Athenian 


democracy: nay, even when the tyrant Piſiſt ratus got 
poſſeſſion of that commonwealth, he durſt not venture 
to rule with ſuch abſolute and unjuſt dominion, You 
ſhall ſee now that Mr Pickle and my friend Pallet will 
fall a ſacrifice to the tyranny of lawleſs power; and, 
in my opinion, we {ball be acceſſory to the ruin of this 
Poor enflaved people, if we beſtir ourſelves in demand. 
ing, or imploring the releaſe of our unhappy country- 
men; as we may thereby prevent the commiſſion of a 


flagrant crime, which would fill up the vengeance of 


heaven 2gainſt the perpetrators, and perhaps be the 
means of reſtoring a whole nation to the unſpeakable 
fruition of freedom. For my own part, I ſhould rejoice 
to ſee the blood of my father fpilt in ſuch a glorious 
cauſe, provided ſuch a victim would furniſh me with 
the opportunity of diſſolving the chains of ſlavery, and 
vindicating that liberty which is the birth-right of man. 
Then would wy name be immortalized among the 
Patriot heroes of antiquity, and my memory, like that 
of Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, be honoured by ſtatues 


' erected at the public expence.” This rhapſody, which 


was delivered with great emphaſis and agitation, gave 
To much offence to Jolter, that, without ſpeaking one 
word, he retired in great wrath to his own chamber; 
and the republican returned to kis lodging, in full hope 
of his prognoſtic being verified in the death and del. 
truction of Peregrive and the painter, which mult give 
riſe to ſome renowned revolution, wherein he himſelf 


would act a principal part, But the governor, whole 
imagination 


>, 
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'mazination was not quite ſo warm and prolific, went 


direAly ro the ambaſſador, whom he informed of his 


pupil's ſituation, and beſought to interpoſe with the 
French miniſtry, that he and the other Britiſh ſubject 
might obtain their liberty. 

His excellency aſked if Jolter could gueſs at the 
cauſe of his impriſonment, that ke might be the better 
prepared to vindicate or excuſe his condut; but 

either he nor Pipes could give the ſmalleſt hint of in- 
telligence on that ſubject, though he furniſhed hiwafelf 
from Tom's own mouth with a circumſtantial account 
of the manner in which his maſter had been arreſted; 
as well as of his own behaviour, and the diſaſter he had 
received on that occaſion. His Lordihip never doubt. 
ed that Pickle had brought this calamity upon himſelf, 
by ſome unlucky prank he had played at the maſque- 
rade; eſpecially when he underſtood that the young 
gentleman had drank freely in the afternoon, and been 
ſo whimſical as to go thither with a man in woman's 
apparel; and he that ſame day waited on the French 
miniſter, in full confidence of obtaining his diſcharge 
but met with more difficulty than he expected, the 
court of France being extremely punctilious in every 
thing that concerns a prince of the blood. The ambaſ- 
tador was, therefore, obliged to talk in very high terms; 
and, though the preient circumſtances of the French 
politics would not allow them to fall out with the Britiſh 
adminiitration far trifles, all the favour he could pro- 
cure was, a promiſe that Pickle ſhould be ſet at liberty, 
provided he would aſk pardon of the Prince to whom 
he had given offence, His excellency thought this was 
but 2 reaſonable condeſcenſion, ſuppoſing Peregrine to 
have been in the wrong; and Jolter was admitted to 
him, in order to communicate and reinforce his lord- 
Mip's advice, which was, that he ſhould comply with 
H 2 the. 
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the terms propoſed. The governor, who did not enter 
this gloomy fortreſs without fear and trembling, found 
his pupil in a diſmal apartment, void of all furniture but 
a ſtool and truckle-bed. The moment he was admit- 
ted, he perceived the youth whiſtling with great un— 
concern, and working with his pencil at the bare wall, 
on which he had delineated a ludicrous figure, labelled 
with the name of the nobleman whom he had affronted, 
and an Engliſh maſtiff with his leg hfted up, in the atti- 
tude of making water in his ſhoe, He had been even fo 
preſumptuous as to explain the device, with ſatirical in- 
ſcriptions in the French language, which, when Jolter 
peruſed, his hair ſtood on end with afright; The very 
turnkey was confounded and overawed by the boldneſs 
of his behaviour, which he had never ſeen matched by 
any inhabitant of that place; and aQually joined his 
friend in perſuading him to ſubmit to the eaſy demand 
of the miniſter, But our hero, far from embracing the 
oounſel of this advocate, handed him to the door with 
great ceremony, and diſmiſſed bim with a kick on the 
breech; and to all the ſupplications, and even tears of 
Jolter, made no other reply, than that he would ſtoop to 
no condeſcenſion, becauſe he had committed no crime; but 
would leave his caſe to the cognizance and exertion of 
the Britiſh court, whole duty it was to ſee juſtice done 
to its own ſubjects: he deſired, however, that Pallet, 
who was confined in another place, might avail himſelf 
of his own diſpoſition, which was ſufficiently pliable. 
But when the governor defired to fee his fellow-priſon- 
er, the turnkey gave him to underſtand, that he bad 
received no orders relating to the lady, and therefore 
could not admit him into her apartment, though he was 
complaiſant enough to tell him, that the ſeemed very 
much mortified at her confinemcnt, and at certain times 


behaved as if her brain was not a little diſordered, Jol- 
ter, 
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ter, thus baffled in all his endeavours, quitted the Baſ- 
tile with a heavy heart, and reported his fruitleſs ne- 
gociation to the ambaſſador, who could not help break- 
ing forth into ſome acrimonious expreſſions againſt the 


obſtinacy and inſolence of the young man, who, he ſaid, 


deſerved to ſuffer for his folly, Nevertheleſs, he did 
not deſiſt from his repreſentations to the French mini- 
ſtry, which he found ſo unyielding, that he was obli- 
ged to threaten, in plain terms, to make it a national 
concern; and not only write to his court for inſtrue- 
tions, but even adviſe the council to, make repriſals, 


and ſend ſome French gentleman in London to the 


Tower. . 
This intimation had an effect upon the miniſtry at 


Verſailles, who, rather than run the riſk of incenſing a 
people whom it was neither their intere nor inclina- 
tion to diſoblige, conſented to diſcharge the offenders, 
on condition that they ſhould leave Paris in three days. 
after their enlargement. This propoſal was readily a- 
greed to by Peregrine, who was now a little more trac- 
table, and heartily tired of being cooped up in ſuch an 
uncomfortable abode, for the ſpace of three long days, 
without any ſort of communication or entertainment, 
but that which his own imagination ſuggeſted, 
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Peregrine makes himſelf merry at the expence of the 
Painter, who curſes his landlady, and breats with the 
doctor. 


As he could eaſily conceive the ſituation of his com- 


panion in adverſity, he was unwilling to leave 
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the place until he had reaped ſome diverſion from his 
diſtreſs. and with that view repaired to the dungeon of 
the afflicted painter, to which he had by this time free 
acceſs, When he entered, the firſt object that preſent- 
ed itſelf to his eye, was ſo uncommonly ridiculous, that 
he could ſcarce preſerve the gravity of countenance 
which he had affected in order to execute the joke he 
had planned. The forlorn Pallet fat upright in his bed, 
in a diſhabille that was altogether extraordinary, He 
had laid aſide his monſtrous hoop, together with his 
ſtays, gown, and petticoat, wrapped his lappets about 
his head by way of night-cap, and wore his domino as 
a looſe morning dreſs; his grizzled locks hung down a- 
bout his lack-luſtre eyes and tawny neck, in all the 
diſorder of negligence 3 his grey beard briſtled about 
half an inch, through the remains of the paint with 
which his viſage had been bedaubed, and every feature 
of his face was lengthened to the moſt ridiculous ex- 
preſſion of grief and diſmay, Seeing Peregrine come 
in, he ſtarted up in a ſort of frantic ecſtaſy, and running 
towards him with open arms, no ſooner perceived the 
woful appearance into which our hero had modelled his 
phyſiognomy, than he ſtopped ſhort all of a ſudden, and 


the joy which had begun to take poſſeſſion of his heart, 


was in a moment diſpelled by the moſt rueful preſages; 
To that he ſtood in a molt ludicrous poſture of dejection, 
like a malefactor at the Old Bailey, when ſentence is 
about to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by the 
hand, heaved a profound ſigh, and after having pro- 
teſted that he was extremely mortified at being pitched 
upon as the meflenger of bad news, told him with an 
air of {ympathy and infinite concern, that the French 
court having diſcoyered his ſex, had reſolved, in con- 
fideration of the outrageous indignity he offered in 


public to a prince of the blood, to detain him in the 
Baſile 
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Baſtile a priſoner for life; and that this ſentence was a 
mitigation obtained by the importunities of the Britiſh 
ambaſſador; the puniſhment ordaiaed by law being no 
other than breaking alive upon the wheel, Thele tid- 
ings aggravated the horrors of the painter to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he roared aloud, and ſkipped about the room, 
in all the extravagance of diſtraction ; taking God and 
man to witneſs that he would rather ſuffer immediate 
death, than endure one year's impriſonment in ſuch a 
hideous place; and curſing the hour of his birth, and 
the moment in which he departed from his own coun- 
try. For my own part, (ſaid his tormentor in a hy- 
procritical tone) I was obliged to {wallow the bitter pill 
of making ſubmiſſions to the prince, who, as I had not 
preſumed to ſtrike him, received acknowledgments, in 
conſequence of which, I ſhall this day be ſet at liberty; 
and there is even one expedient left for the recovery 
of your freedom. It is, T own a diſagreeable remedy, 
but one had better undergo a little mortification, than 
be for ever wretched. Beſides, upon ſecond thoughts, 
I begin to imagine, that you will not for ſuch a trifle 
ſacrifice yourlelf to the unceaſing horrors of a ſolitary 
dungeon; eſpecially as your condeſcenſion will, in all 
probability, be attended with advantages which you 
could not otherwiſe enjoy.“ Pallet, interrupting him 
with great eagernels, begged for the love of God that 
he would no longer keep him in the torture of ſuſpence, 
but mention that ſame remedy, which he was reſolved 
to ſwallow, let it be never ſo unpalatable. 

Peregrine having thus played upon his paſſions of 
tear and hope, anſwered, “ Lhat as the offence was com- 
mited in the habit of a woman, which was a diſguiſe 
unworthy of the other ſex, the French court was of o- 
pinion, that the delinquent thould be reduced to the 
neuter gender; ſo that there was an alternative at his 
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own option, by which he had it in his power to regain 
immediate freedom.” © What! cried the painter in de- 
ſpair, become a finger, Gadzooks! and the devil and all 
that? PII rather lie ſtill where I am, and let myſelf be 
devoured by vermin.” Then thruſting out his throat, 
„Here is my windpipe, (ſaid he); be ſo good, my 
dear friend, as to give it a ſlice or two; if you don't, I 
ſhall one of thele days be found dangling in my gar- 
ters. What an unfortunate raſcal I am! What a block. 
head, and a beaſt, and a fool was I, to truſt myſelf a- 
mong ſuch a barbarous ruffian race! Lord forgive you, 
Mr Pickle, for having been the immediate cauſe of my 
diſaſſer; if you had ſtood by me from the beginning, 
according to your promiſe, I ſhould not have been teaz. 
ed by that coxcomb who has brought me to this paſs, 
And why did I put on this damn'd unlucky dreſs? 
Lord curſe that chattering Jezebel of a landlady, who 
adviſed ſuch a prepoſterous diſguiſe ! a diſguiſe which 
hath not only brought me to this paſs, but alſo render- 
ed me abominable to myſelf, and frightful to others; 
for, when I this morning ſignified to the turnkey that 
I wanted to be ſhaved, he looked at my beard with aſ- 
toniſhment, and, croſſing himſelf, muttered his pater- 
noſter, believing me (I ſuppoſe) to be a witch, or ſome- 
thing worſe. And heaven confound that loathſome 
banquet of the ancients, which provoked me to drink 
too freely, that I might waſh away the taſte of that ac. 
curſed ſillikicaby.“ | 

Our young gentleman having heard this lamentatioa 
to an end, excuſed himſelf for his conduct, by repreſent- 
ing, that he could not poſſibly foreſee the diſagreeable 
conſequences that attended it; and, in the mean time, 
ſtrenuouſly counſelled him to ſubmit to the terms of his 
enlargement, He oblerved, that he was now arrived at 


that time of life, when the luſts of the fleſh ſhould be 
entirely 
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entirely mortified within him, and his greateſt concern 
ought to be the health of his ſoul, to which nothing 
could more effectually contribute than the amputation 
which was propuled : that his body, as well as his mind, 
would profit by the change, becauſe he would have no 
dangerous appetite to gratify, and no carnal thoughts 
to divert him from the duties of his profeſſion; and his 
voice, which was naturally ſweet, would improve to 
ſuch a degree, that he would captivate the ears of all 
the people of faſhion and, taſte, and in a little time be 
celebrated under the appellation of the Engliſh Se- 
nenſino. 

Theſe arguments did not fail to make impreſſion upon 
the painter, who, gevertheleſs, ſtarted two objections to 
his compliance; namely, the diſgrace of the puniſh- 
ment, and the dread of his wife. Pickle undertook to 
obviate theſe difficulties, by aſſuring him, that the ſen- 
tence would be executed fo privately, as never to tran- 
ſpire; and that his wife could not be ſo unconſcion- 
able, after ſo many years of cohabitation, as to take ex- 
ceptions to an expedient, by which ſhe would not only 
enjoy the converſation of her huſband, but even the 
fruits of thoſe talents which the knife would ſo remark» 
ably refine, 

Pallet ſhook his head at this laſt remonſtrance, as if 
he thought it would not be altogether convincing to 
his ſpouſe; but yielded to the propoſal, provided her 
conſent could be obtained. Juſt as be ſignified his con- 
deſcenſion, the goaler entered, and addreſſing himſelf to 
the luppoſed lady, expreſſed his ſatisfaction in having 
the honour to tell her, that ſhe was no longer a pri- 
loner, 

As the painter did not underſtand one word of what 
he ſaid, Peregrine undertook the office of interpteter, 
and made his friend believe the goaler's ſpeech was no 

other 
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other than an intimation, that the miniſtry had ſent a 
ſurgean to execute what was propoſed, and that the in- 
ſtruments and dreſſings were prepared in the next room, 
Alarmed and terrified at this ſudden appointment, he 
flew to the other end of the room, and ſnatching up an 
earthen chamber-pot, which was the only offenſive wea- 
pon in the place, put himſelf in a polture of defence; 
and with many oaths tlireatened to try the temper of 
the barber's ſkull, if he ſhould preſume to ſet his noſe 
within the apartment. 

The goaler, who little expected ſuch a reception, 
concluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually lot 
her wits, and retreated with precipitation, leaving the 
door open as he went out. Upon which Pickle, gather- 
ing up the particulars of his dreſs with great diſpatch, 
crammed them into Pallet's arms, and taking notice 
that now the coaſt was clear, exhorted him to follow 
his footſte ps to the gate, where a hackney-coach ſtood 
for his reception. There being no time for heſitation, 
the painter took his advice, and, without quitting the 
utenſi}, which in bis hurry he forgot to lay down, ſal- 
lied out in the rear of our hero, with all that wildneſs 
of terror and impatience which may be reaſonably ſup- 
poſed to take poſſeſſion of a man who flies from perpe- 
tual impriſonment, Such was the tumult of his agita- 
tion, that his faculty of thinking was for the preſent 
utterly overwhelmed, and he faw no object but his con- 
ductor, whom he followed by a fort of inſtinQive im- 
pulſe, without regarding the keepers and centinels, 
who, as he paſſed with his clothes under one arm, and 
his chamber-pot brandiſhed above his head, were con- 
founded, and even diſmayed at the ſtrange apparition. 

During the whole courle of this irruption, he ceaſed 
not to cry with great vociferation, Drive, coachman, 


drive in the name of God!” And the carriage had 
| proceeded 
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proceeded the length of a whole ſtreet, before he ma- 
nifeſted the leaſt ſign of reflection, but ſtared like the 
Gorgon's head, with his mouth wide open, - and each 
particular hair crawling and twinning like an animated 
ſerpent. At length, however, he began to recover the 
uſe of his ſenſes, and aſked if Peregrine thought him 
now out of all danger of being retaken. This unre- 
lenting wag, not yet ſatisfied with the affliction he had 
impoſed upon the ſufferer, anſwered with an air of doubt 
and concern, that he hoped they would not be overta- 
ken, and prayed to God they might not be retarded by 
a flop of carriages, Pallet fervently joined in this ſup- 
plication, and they advanced a few yards farther, when 
the noiſe of a coach at full ſpeed behind them invaded 
their ears; and Pickle having looked out of the win- 
dow, withdrew his head in ſeeming confuſion, and ex- 
claiming, © Lord have mercy upon us! I wiſh that 
may not be a guard fent after us. Methinks I ſaw the 
muzzle of a fufil fiicking out of the coach.“ The 
painter hearing theſe tidings, that inflant thruſt himſelf 
half out of the window, with his helmet ſtill in bis 
hand, bellowing to the coachman as loud as he could 
roar, © Drive, damn ye, drive! to the gates of Jericho 
and ends of the earth! Drive, you raggamuflin, you raſ- 
callion, you hell-haund ! drive us to the pit of hell, ra- 
ther than we {bould be taken.“ 

vuch a phantom could not paſs without attracting the 
curiofity of the people, who ran to their doors and win- 
dows, in order to behold this object of admiration. 
With the ſame view, that coach, which was ſuppoſed 
to be in purſuit of him, ſtopt juſt as the windows of 
each happened to be oppoſite; and Pallet looking 
behind and ſeeing three mea ſtanding upon the foot- 
board armed with canes, which his fear converted into 
tulils, never doubted that his friend's luſpicion was jult ; 
but 
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but ſhaking his jordan at the imaginary guard, ſwore 
he would ſooner die than part with his precious ware, 
The owner of the coach, who was a nobleman of the 
firſt quality, miſtook him for ſome unhappy woman de- 
prived of her ſenſes; and ordering his coachman to 
proceed, convinced the fugitive, to his infinite joy, 
that this was no-more than a falſe alarm, He was not, 
for all that, freed from anxiety and trepidation ; but 
our young gentleman, fearing his brain would not bear 
repetition of the ſame joke, permitted him to gain his 
own lodgings, without farther moleſtation, 

His landlady meeting him on the ſtair, was fo affec- 
ted at his appcarance, that ſhe ſcreamed aloud, and be- 
took herſelf to flight; while he, curſing her with great 
bitterneſs, ruſhed into the apartment with the doctor, 
who, inſtead of receiving him with cordial embraces, 
and congratulating him upon his deliverance, gave 
evident tokens of umbrage and diſcontent ; and even 
plainly told him, he hoped to have heard that he and 
Mr Pickle had acted the glorious part of Cato; an 
event which would have laid the foundation of ſuch no- 
ble ſtruggles, as could not fail to end in happineſs and 
freedom; and that he had already made ſome progreſs 
in an ode that would have 1mmortalized their names, 
and inſpired the flame of liberty in every hoactt breaſt, 
„There ({aid he) I would have proved, that great ta- 
Jents, and high ſentiments of liberty, do reciprocally 

roduce and aſſiſt each other; and illuſtrated my affer- 
tions with ſuch notes and quotations from the Greek 
writers, as would have opened the eyes of the moſt 
Blind and unthinking, and touched the moſt callous and 
obdurate heart. C foo!! to think the man, whoſe ample 
mind muſt graſp whatever onder ſtars ſurvey Pray, 
Mr Pallet, what is your opinion of that image of the 


mind's graſping the whole univerſe ? For my own part, 
I can't 
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can't help thinking it the moſt happy conception that 


TT) 
ever ee my imagination. 
The painter, who was not ſuch a flaming enthuſiaſt 
{1 the cauſe of liberty, could not brook the doctor's 


& * 


reflections, which he thought favoured a little too much 


— 


* indifference, and deficiency in point of private friend- 


Ci 101 
Lip; and therefore ſeized the preſent oppurtunity of 
moriifying bis pride, by obſerving, that the Ba was, 
without all doubt, very grand and magnificent ; but 
that he had -been obliged for the 1dea to by Bayes in 
The Rehbear/al, who values himſelf upon the ſame fie 
Cure, CON, eyed in theſe Words, But all theſe clouds, when 
4% the eye of reaſon gra/p'd, &c. Upon any other oc- 
fie the painter would have trrumphed greatly in this 
tection; but luch was the flutter and confuſion of his 
F irits. under tne apprenenh n of being retaken. that, 
at farther communication, he retreated to his own 
om, in order to re{ume his on dreſs, which he hoe 
d would alter his appearance in ſoch a manner, as to 
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CH-A P, XLVIII. | 


Pallet conceives an hearty contempt for his fellow-tra. 
veller, and attaches himſclf to. Pickle. who, neverthe- 
leſs, perſecutes him with hir miſchievous talent upon the 


road to Flanders. 


N the mean time. his companion having employed di. 
ers pales full of water, in cleanſing himſelf from 
the ſqualor of the jail, tubmitted his face to the ba: ber, 
tinged his eye brows withta fable hue, and being drel. 
fed in his own clothes, ventured to viſit Peregrine, 
who was ſlill under the hands of his valet de chambre, 
and who gave him to underſtand, that his eſcape had 
been connived at, and that the condition of their deli— 
verance. was their departure from Paris in three days, 
The painter was tranſported with joy when he learnt 
that he ran no riſk of being retaken ; and, far from re- 
Pl:ing at the terms of his enlargement, would have 
willingly ſet out on his return to England that fame 
afternoon ; for the Baſtile had made fuch an impreſſion 
upon bim, that he ftarted at the ſound cf every coach, 


and turned pale at fight ot a French ſoldier, I» the 


fullneſs of his heart he complained of the doctor's indif. 
ference, and related what had paſſed at their mecting 
with evident marks of re{-nt nent and diſtetpedt, which 
were not at all diminiſh d, when Joltet into-med him 
of the phyſician's behaviour whea he ſent tor him, to 
conter about the means of abridging their confinement, 
Fickle himſelf was incenſed at his want of bowcls, and 
beicctving how much he bad funk in the opinion of his 
fell traveller, reſglu ed to encourage thete ſentiments 
of Gi gift, and uccalionally foment the divifion to a 
downright quarrel, which he forelaw wouid prod ce 
ſome 
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ſ5me diverſion, and perhaps expoſe the poet's character 
in ſuch a light, as would effectually puniſh him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. With this view, he levelled 
ſeveral ſatirical jokes at the doctor's pedantry and want 
of taſte, which had appeared fo conſpicuous in the quo- 


tations he had got by heart, from ancient authors, in has: 


affected diſdain of the belt pictures in the world; which, 
bad he been endowed with the leaſt ſhare of dilcern- 
ment, he could not have beheld with ſuch inſenſibility; 
and lat.ly, in his ridiculous banquet, which none but an 
egregious coxcomb, devoid of all elegance and ſenſe, 
« 2uld have Prepared, or preſet ted to rational beings. 
In a word, our yourg gentleman played the artillery ef 
his wit againſt him with {uch ſucceſs, that the painter 
ſcemed to wake from a dream, and went home with the 
moiſt hearty contempt for the perſon he had formerly 
adored, 

Inſtead of uſing the privilege- of a friend, to enter 
his apartment without ceremony, he ſent in his fervant 
with a meſſage, importing, that he intended to ſet out 
from Paris next day, in company with Mr Pickle, and 
defired to know whether or not he was, or would be 
prepared for the journey. The doctor, ſtruck with the 
manner, as well as the matter of this intimation, went 
immediately to Pallet's room, and demanded to know 
the cauſe of ſuch a ſudden determination, without his 
privity or concurrence; and, when he underſtood the 
neceſlity of their affairs, rather than travel by himſelf, 
he ordered his baggage to be packed up, and ſigaified 
his readineſs to conform to the emergency of the caſe; 
though he was not at all pleaſed with the cavalier beha- 
viour of Pallet, to whom he threw out ſome hints of 
his own importance, and the immenſity of his conde- 
icenfion, in favouring him with ſuch marks of regard, 
But by this time theſe infinuations had loſt their effect 
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upon the painter, who told him, with an arch ſaeer, 
that he did rot at all que tion his le * and abilities 
1 I @ 1 
and particularly his ſkill in cookery, wi. ich he ſhould 
never forget while his palate retained its function; but, 
nevertheleſs, adviſed kim. for the ſake of the degene- 


rate eaters of theſe days, to ſpare a little of his ſlal-armo- 
1 \ A T 4 # 1 ta 
niac in the next filſvkicaby he ſhould prepare, and bate 
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Thus diſtinguiſhed, our young gentleman took leave 
of all his French acquaintance, and ſpent the evening 
with ſome of thoſe who had enjoyed the greateſt ſhare 
of his intimacy and confidence; while Jolter ſuperin- 
tended his domeſtic concerns, and with infinite joy be- 
ſpoke a volt-chaiſe and horſes, in order to convey him 
from a place where he lived in continuzl aporehenſion 
of ſuff-ring by the dangerous diſpoſition of his pupil. 
Every thing being adjalted according to their plan, 
they and their fellow-travellers next day dined together, 
and, about four in the afternoon, took their departure 
in two chaiſes, eſcorted by the valet de chambre, Pipes 
and the doctor's lacquey on horſeback, well furnithed 
with arms and ammunition, in caſe of being attacked by 
robbers on the road. 

It was avout eleven o'clock at night when they arri - 
ved at Senlis, which was the place at which they pro- 
poſed to lodge, and where they were obliged to knock 
bi the pzople of the inn before they could have their 
lupper prepared. All the proviſion in the, houſe was 
but barely ſacient to farnilh one indifferent meal 
however, the painter conloled himſelf for the quantity 
with the quality of the diches, one of which was a fri- 
caſſee of rabbit, a preparation that he valued above all 
tne dainties that ever {moaked upon the table of the 
lumptuous Helicgabalus, 

Yo nad no ſooner exprefled himſelf to this effect, 
than our you ho was almoit incelantly lay fag traps 
dor diverſion at his neighbour's expence, laid hold on 

declaration; and recollecting the (tory of Scipio 
nd the muletser in Gil Blas, 5 to perpetrate a 
de upon the ſtomach of Pallet, which ſeemed partic: = 
iarly well diſpoſed to an hearty ſupper. He accordingly 
igeſted his plan; and the company being ſeated at 
able, affected to gaze with peculiar eagerneſs at the 
I 3 painter 
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painter, who had helped himſelf to a large portion of 
the fricaſſee, and began to ſwallow it with infinite re- 
liſh, Pallet, potwithiianding the keenneſs of his appe- 
tite, could not help taking notice of Pickle's demean- 


our: and making a ſhort pauſe in the exerciſe of his 4 
grinders, ** You are ſurpriſed (ſaid he) to ſee me make 1 
io much diſpatch; but I was extremely hungry, and 3 


this is one of the beſt fricaſſees I ever taſted: the French 
are very expert in theſe diſhes, that I muſt allow ; and, 


upon my conſcience, I would never defire to eat a 
more delicate rabbit than this that lies upon my 
plate.” 

Peregrine made no cther reply to this encomium, 
than the repetition of the word rabbit! with a note of 
admiration, and ſuch a ſignificant ſhake of the head. 3 
effectually alarmed the other, who initantly ſuſpended 
the action oi his jaws, and with the morſe] half chewed 
in his mouth, flared round him with a\certain ſtolidity 
of apprehenſion, which is caſier conceived than deferi- 
bed, until his eyes encountered the countenance of 
Thomas Pipes, who, be ing inſtrudted, and poſled oppo» 
fite to him ſor the occaſion, exhibited an arch prin, tha 
completed the painter's diſorder. Afraid of fwellowing 
his mouthful, and aſhamed to diſpoſe of it any other 
way, he ſa: ſume time in a molt diſtreſſed fate, os = 
ſpence; and being queſtioned by Mr Jalter touch 


his colamity, made a violent effort of the muſcles of! 


4 # gullet, wi. ich with difficulty performed their office: . 
then, with great confuhon and concern, aſked if Mr 
Pickle ſuſpected the rabbit “e identity? The young gen 
tlewan, «fuming a my ſtericus sir, pretended ignorance 
of the matter, obſerving, that he was apt to ſaſpect all 
Cilhes of that kind, ſince he had been informed of the 
tricks which were commonly played at inns in France, 
Italy; and Spain; and iccourntcd that pailage in Gi! 
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Blas which we have hinted at above; ſaying, he did 


not pretend to be a connomficur in animals, but the legs 
of the creature which compoſed that fricaflee, did not, 


in his opinion, reſemble thoſe of the ra\-bits he hed uſu- 
-lly ſeen. This obſervation had an evident effect upon 
the features of the painter, who, with certain ſigns of 
loathing and aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, * Lord Jeſus!“ 
and appealed to Pipes for a diſcovery of the truth, by 
aſking if he knew any thing of the affair? Tom very 
gravely replied, that he did ſuppoſe the food was whole- 
ſome enough, for he had ſeen the ſkin and feet of a ſpe- 
hanging upon the doecr of a 
mall pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 

Before 


cd to move in contact with his back bone, his 


cial ram-cat, newly flaved 


his ſentence was uttered, Pallet's belly ſeem- 
colour 
changed, no part but the whites of his eyes were to be 
ſeen, he dropped his lower jaw, and fixing his hands in 
his ſid 
red und diſconcerted the whole company; and what 
augmented his diſorder, was the tenacious retention of 


es, rezched with inch convulſive agonies, as ama- 


his ſtomach, which abfolutely refuſed to part with its 
contents, notwithſtanding 


rence, which threw him into a cold {vecat, and-almoſt 


ll the energy of his abhor- 


zuto a ſwoon. 
a ſſured him it was 
a genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored Pi pes to ſay 


Pickle. alarmed at his condition, 


But this ns "BE he 


e of Vickle's compaſſion, 
r 


tore, it had little effect upon his conſtitution. 


otherwiſe for the joke's lake, 
mfidered zs a friendly artific 
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By the aſſiſtance, however, ct a larg 


bumper of brandy, 
irits were recruited, and hls recollection ſo far 

that he was able to declare, with divers con- 
f RR that the dich had a particular rankneſs 
\h:ch he had 1mputed partly to the nature cf 
ang partly to the compoſition of 
their 
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their ſauces: then he inveighed ag-inſt the infamour 
practices of Fre ch publ:cans ; attrihuting ſuch i mpoſi- 
tion to their oppreſſive government, wh ch kept them 
ſo ne:e(ſitous, that they were tempted to exercile all 
manner ef knavery upon their unwary gue hs. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let ſlip any 
opportunity of ſpeaking in favour of the French. told 
him, © that, he vas a very great ſtranger to their police, 
elſe he would know. that if, upon information to the 
mazg1iſt;ate, it ſhould appear hat any traveller, native, 
or foreigner, has heen impoſed upon, or ill treated by 
a publican, the offender would be immediately obliged 
to ſhut up his houſe; and if his behaviour had been no- 
torious, he himſelf would be ſent to the gallies, with- 
out the leaſt hefitation ; and as for the diſh which has 
been made the occaſion of your preſent diſorder. (ſaid 
he) I will take upon me to affirm it was prepared of 
a genuine rabbit, which was ſkinned in my preſence ; 
and in confirmation of what I aflert, though ſuch fri- 
caſſees are not the favourites of my taſte, I will eat a 
part of this without ſcruple.“ So ſay ing, he ſwailwed 
ſeveral mouthfuls of the queſtioned coney, and Pallet 
ſeemed to eye it again with inclination; nay, he even 
reſumed his knife and fork, and being juſt on the point 
of applying them, was ſeized with another quilm of 
apprehenſion, that broke out in an exclamation of, After 
all, Mr Tolter, if it ſhould be a real ram-cat—Lord 
have mercy upon me! here is one of the claws,” With 
theſe words he preſented the tip of a toe, of which 
Pipes had ſnipt off five or {ix from a duck that was 
roaſted, and purpoſely ſcattered them in the fricaſſee; 
and the governor could not behold this teſtimonial with- 
out {ſymptoms of uneaſineſs and remorle ; fo that he and 
the painter ſat ſilenced and abaſhed, and made faces at 
each other, while the pbyſician, who hated them both, 
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exulted over their affliction, biding them be of good 
chear, and proceed with their meal; for he was ready 
to d:mon{lrate, that the fleſh of a cat was as nouriſhing 
and delicious as veal or mutton, provided they could 
prove that tne laid cat was not of the boar kind, and 
had fed chietly on vegetable diet, or even confined its 


l 0 Loa 7 } . — 
carnivorus ap pear to rats a! Jo! mi Ce, which he a Mrmed 


to be dainties of exquiſite taſte and flavour. He faid, 
it was a vulgar miſtake to think that all fleſh-de evouring 
s were unfit to be eaten; witnets the conſump- 
tion kai ze and ducks, animals that delight in carnage 
as wel as fifth, and prey upon each other, and feed on 
bait and carrion; together with the demand for bear, 
of which the beſt hams in the world are made. He 
then ob{erved, that the negroes on the coalt of Guinea, 
who are a healthy and vigorous people, prefer cats and 
log all other fare; and mentioned from hiſtory ſe- 
veral ſieges, during which the inhabitants, who were 
1 by 

even to human fleſh, which, to bis certain Knowledge, 
was in all reſpects preferable to poik ; for, in the courle 
of his ſtudies, he had, for the experiment's fake, eaten 
a ileak cut from the buttock af a perſon who had been 
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This diſtertation, far ſrom compoſing, increaſed the 
diſquiet in the ſtomachs of the governer and painter, 
was hearing the lait illuſtration, turned their eyes upon 
the orator, at the {ame inſtant, with looks of horror and 
C1,gult; and the one muttering the term Cannibal, and 
tus Other pronouncing the word abon ig: they role 
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4 re. XLIX. 
95 or i the phyſician ſacred from bit ridicule, They 
. reach Arras, where our adventurer engages in play 


| equith two French cer, who next morning give the 


landlord an inlereſting proof of their importance. 


HE doctor remained ſullen and dejected during the 

whole journey; not but that he attempted to re- 
cover his importance, by haranguing upon the Roman 
highways, when Mr Jolter deſired the company to take 
notice of the fine pavement upon which they travelled 
from Paris into Flanders : but Pallet, who thought he 
had now gained the aſcendency over the phyſician, ex- 
erted himſelf in maintaining the ſuperiority he had ac- 
quired, by venting various ſarcaſms upon his felf-con- 


ceit and affectation cf learning, and even uttering puns 
and conundrums upon the remarks which the republi— 
can retailed, When he talked of the Flaminian Way, 
the painter queſtioned if it was a better pavement than 
the Fleminian way on which they travelled : and the 
doctor having oblerved, that this road was made for the 
48 convenience of drawing the French artillery into Flau- 
4 ders, which was often the ſeat of war, his competitor 
. in wit replied with infinite vivacity, “ There are more 
19 great guns than the French king knows of „avn along 
"FR this cauleway, Doctor.“ 
Encouraged by the ſucceſs of theſe efforts, which Fi; 
tickled the imagination of Jolter, and drew ſmiles (as 1. 
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| he imagined) of approbation from our hero, he ſported 
7 3 in many other æquivoques of the {ame nature; and at 
dinner told the phyfician that he was like the root of 

the tongue, as being curſedly down in the mouth. 
By this time, {ſuch was the animoſity ſubſiſting be- 
tWeen 
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tween thoſe quondam friends, that they never conver- 
ſed together, ex ept with a view of expouling each o- 
ther to the ridicule or coatempt of their tellow-travel. 
lers. The doctor was at great puns to point out the 
folly and iguorance f Pallet in private to P-:egrine, 
who was as often conj:.red in the fame manner by the 
painter, tv take notice of the phyſician's want of nan- 
ners and taſte, Pickle pretended to acq uieice in the 
truth of their mutual ſeverity, Which twndeed was ex- 
tremely juſt, and by malicious infinuations blew up their 
contention, with a view of bringing it to open hottility, 
But both ſecsied fo averſe to deeds of mortal purpole, 
that for a long time his arts were battled, and he could 
not ipirit them up to any pitch of reſentment higher 
thau {currilous repartee. 

Before they reached Arras, the city gates were ſhut, 
ſo that they were obliged to take up their lodging at 
an indifferent houſe iu the ſuburbs, where they tound a 
couple of French otkcers, who had alio rode poſt from 
Paris ſo far on their way to Lille. Theſe gentlemen 
were about the age of thirty, and their deporiment dif. 
tinguithed by ſuch an air of inſolence, as ditigutied dur 
hero, who, nevertheleſs, accolited them politely in the 
yard, and propuled that iney thould ſup together. They 
ihaaked him for th! honour of his invitation, which) 
however, they declined, upon pretence of naving orders 
ed ſomething for themſelves, but promiſed to wait ups 
on aim and his company immediately after their re- 
Pait, 

his they accordingly performed; and, after having 
Crank a few glaſſes of Burgundy, one of them aſked if 
the young gentirman would, for paitt:e, take a hand 
at quadrille. eregrine cally divided the meaniag of 
this propoial, which AAS made witli Ny) Oe. view than 
that of fleecing him and his fellow-travellers; for he 

i well 


. 


— 1 9 Wh * n =. = * 

6. 4 0 — * 

> * - - 8 TR ö # oF © 4 q = * = < ev 
r ee W PA ei bs 


5 OT 


— Pn 
* 


» er 
4-4, Ad aturw. iy 


— —_ 
PR en IIS 


„„ „ 
- we 


* 1 . 


"I . 


* 


4 | 
1 


1 2 a 
n * w- On ns 


<P? 


MEE 

_—_— TRE. T 
n 
A N Gb 


3 
eee 


* 
* 


1 


NN * 


- * 7 
. 
2 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


t {kifts a ſubaltern in the French ſer- 


108 


well knew to wha 
vice is reduced, in order to maintain the appearance ot 
a gentleman, and bad reaſon to believe that moſt of 
them were Harpers from their youth; but as he depends 
ed a good deal upon his ow 
gratified the llranger's deſire; and a party was inltant- 
Iv formed of the perriter, the phy fician, the propoſer, 
and himſelf, the other officer having prof tle:! himſelf 
vet, in the courſe of the 

play, he 100k his tation st the back of Pickle's chair, 
which was oppoſme to his friend, on pretence of amu— 
fing himſelt with leein | 
cards, The youth was no! ſuch a novice but that he 
perceived the deſign of this pal able piece Of behaviour, 
which, notwith{landing, he overlooked for the preicat, 
of flattering their nopes in the beginning, 
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told him, that it was not the faſhion of his country for 
one to ſubmit his hand to the peruſal of a ſpectator; 
and when, in conſequence of this rebuff, he wanted to 
quarter himſelf upon the painter, he was refuſed by a 
wave of the hand, and fhake of the head, with an ex- 
clamation of, Pardonnes mo: / which was repeated 
with ſuch emphaſis, as diſcompoſed his effrontery, and 
he found himſelf obliged to fit down in a ſtate of mor- 
tification, 

The odds being thus removed, fortune proceeded in 
her uſual channel: and though the Frenchman, depri- 
ved of his ally, endeavoured to practiſe divers ſtrokes 
of fineſſe, the reſt of the company obſerved him with 
ſuch vigilance and caution, as baffled all his attempts, 
and in a very little time he was compelled to part with 
his winning; but having engaged in the match with an 
intention of taking all advantages, whetzer fair or un- 
fair, that his ſuperior {kill ſhould give him over the 
Engliſhmen, the .money was not refunded without a 
thouſand diſputes, in the courſe of which he eſſayed 
to intimidate bis antagoniſt with high words, which 
were retorted by our hero with ſuch intereſt, as con- 
vinced him that he had miſtaken his man, and perſua- 
ded him to make his retreat in Quiet. Indeed it was 
not without cauſe that they repined at the bad ſucceſs 
of their enterpriſe; becauſe, in all likelihood, they had 
nothing to depend upon, for the preſent, but their own 


induſtry, and knew not how to defray their expences 


on the road, except by ſome acquiſition of this'kind. 
Next morning they roſe at day-break, and, reſolving 
to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, beſpoke poſt-horſes as 
ſoon as they could be admitted into the city, ſo that 
when our company appeared, their beaſts were ready in 
the yard; and they only waited to diſcuſs the bill, 
which they had ordered to be made out. The landlord 
Vor. II. K of 
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of the iun preſented his carte with fear and trembling, 
to one of thole ferocious cavaliers, who, no ſooner caſt 
his eye upon the ſum-total, than he diſcharged a volley 
of dreadful oaths, and aſked, if the king's officers were 
to be treated in that manner? The poor publican pro- 
teſted, with great humility, that he had the utmoſt re- 
Tpe& for his majeſty, and every thing that belonged to 
him; and that, far from conſulting his own intereſt, 
all that he defired was, to be barely indemnified for the 
expence of their lodging. 

This condeſcenſion ſeemed to have no other effect 
then that of encouraging their arrogance. They ſwore 
his extortion ſhould be explained to the commandant of 
the town, who would, by making him a public example, 
teach other inn-keepers how to behave towards men of 
honour ; and threatened with ſuch confidence of indig-— 
nation, that the wretched landlord, dreading the conle- 
quence of their wrath, implored pardon in the moſt ab- 
ject manner, begging, with many ſupplications, that he 
might have the pleaſure of lodging them at his own 
charge. This was a favour which he, with great diffi- 
culty, obtained: they chid him ſeverely for his impoſi- 
tion, exhorted him to have more regard for his own 
conſcience, as well as for the convenience of his gueſts; 
and cautioning him in particular touching his behaviour 
to the gentlemen of the army, mounted their horſes, 
and rode off in great ſtate, leaving him very thankful 
for having fo ſucceſsfully appeaſcd the choler of two 
offisers who wanted either inclination or ability to pay 
their bill: for experience had taught him to be appre- 
henſive of all ſuch travcllers, who commonly lay the 
landlord under contribution, by way of atonement for 
the extravagance ol his demands, even after he has pro- 


A 


feſſed his willingaeſs to cutertain them on their own 
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terms. 
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Peregrine moralizes upon their hehaviour, which ir con- 
demned by the doctor, and defended by the governor, 
They arrive in ſafety at Liſle, dine at an ordinary, vi- 

fit the citadel. T he phyſician quarrels with a North» 


Britain, who ir put in arreſt. 8 


grine, who was preſet during the tranſaction, in- 
formed himſelf of the particulars from the mouth of the 
inn-keeper himſelf, who took God and all the ſaints to 
witneſs, that he ſhould have been a loſer by their cuſ- 
tom, even if the bill had been paid; becauſe he was on 
his guard againſt their objections, and had charged eve» 
ry article at an under price: but ſuch was the authori- 
ty of the officers in France, that he durit not diſpute 
the leaſt circumſtance of their will; for had the caſe 
come under the cognizance of the magiſtrate, he muſt 
in courſe have ſuffered by the maxims of their govern- 
ment, which never fail to abet the oppreſſion of the 
army; and, beſides, run the riff of incurring their fu- 
ture relentment, which would be ſufficient to ruin him 


* ESE honourable adventurers being gone, Peres 


:rom top to bottom, 

Our hero boiled with indignation at this inſtance of 
injuſlice and arbitrary power, and turning to his gover- 
nor, aſced if this too was a proof of the happinels enjoy- 
ed by the French people? Jolter replied, that every 
human conſtitution muſt in ſome things be imperfect; 
and owned, that in this kingdom, gentlemen were more 
counteninced than the vulgar, becauſe it was to be 
prefumed, that their own ſentiments of honour and 
luperior qualifications would entitic them to this pre- 
eminence, which had alſo a retroſpective view to the 

KS? merit 


"IVY Twas * _— 
— be — 


— 


— _— 
P 8 
— 


LEED 


LY — 


a, «4 f DIY . 3 ˙—— — + * 
- - 5 * 
- — E re 1 
* r 


S 


1 
v - 


E 42. * 
WL "LN I — 2 — 
2 p 


112 THE ADVENTURES OF 


merit of their anceſtors, in conſideration of which they 
were at firſt ennobled : but he affirmed, that the inn-keep- 
er had miſrepreſented the magiſtracy, which in France 
never failed to puniſh flagrant outrages and abuſe, with- 
out reſpect of perſons. 

The painter approved the wiſdom of the French go- 
vernment, in bridling the infolence of the mob, by 
which, he aſſured them, he had often ſuffered in his 
own perſon ; having been often beſpattered by hack- 
ney-coachmen, joſtled by draymen and porters, and re- 
viled in the moſt opprobrious terms by the watermen 
of London, where he had once loſt his bag, and a con- 
ſiderable quantity of hair, which had been cut off by 
ſome raſcal in his paſſage through Ludgate, during the 
Lord Mayor's proceſſion. On the other hand, the doc- 
tor with great warmth alledged, that thoſe officers 
ought to ſuffer death, or baniſhment at leaſt, for having 
plundered the people in this manner; which was fo 
impudent and barefaced, as plainly to prove they were 
certain of eſcaping with impunity, and that they were 
old offenders in the ſame degree of delinquency. He 
ſaid, that the greateſt man in Athens would have been 
condemned to perpetual exile, and ſeen his eſtate con- 
fiſcated for public uſe, had he dared, in ſuch a licenti- 
ous manner, to violate the rights of a fellow-citizen ; 
and as for the little affconts to which a man may be 
ſubject from the petulence of the multitude, he looked 
upon them as glorious Midicitions of liberty, which 
ought not to be repreſſed, and would at any time re- 
Joice to find himſelf overthrown in a kennel by the in- 
ſolence of a ſon of freedom, even though the fall ſhould 
coſt him a limb; adding, by way of illuſtration, that 
the greateſt pleaſure he ever enjoyed, was in ſeeing a 
duſtman wilfully overturn a gentleman's coach, in which 


two ladies were bruiſed, even to the danger of their 
lives.“ 


n 
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lives.” Pallet, ſhocked at the extravagance of this de- 
claration, If that be the caſe, (laid he) I wiſh you 
may ſee every bone in your body broke by the firſt 
carman you meet in the ſtreets of London.“ 

This argument being diſcuſſed, and the reckoning 
diſcharged without any deduction, although the land- 
lord, in ſtating the articles, had an eye to the loſs he 
had ſuſtained by his own countrymen, they departed 
from Arras, and arrived in ſafety at Liſle about two 
o'clock in the afternoon, 

They had ſcarce taken poſſeſſion of their lodgings, in 
a large hotel on the Grande Place, when the ian keep- 
er gave them to underſtand, that he kept an ordinary 
below, which was frequented by ſeveral Engliſh gen- 
tlemen who reſided in town, and that dinner was then 
upon the table. Peregrine, who ſeized all opportuni- 
ties of oblerving new characters, perſuaded his compa- 
ny to dine 1a public; and they were accordingly con- 
ducted to the place, where they found a mixture of 
Scotch and Dutch otiicers, who had come from Holland 
to learn their exerciles at the My, and tome gen- 
tlemen in the French ſervice, who were upon gartiſon- 
duty in the citadel. Am theſc Jal a was a perſon a- 
bout the age of iifty, of a remarkable genteel air and 
_ 3 Ares, 17h ned with a alte ſe crols, and dil- 
tinguiſhed by tne particuiur vencration ot all thoſe who 
knew hin.. Wagen be und-ritood that Pickle and his 
friends were travellers, he accoited the youth in Eu- 
glich, which he {poke tolerably well; and as they were 
ſtraugers, offered to attena them in the afternoon to all 
the places worta feejng in Liſle. Our hero thanked 
him-tor his excels of politeneſs, whica (hc ſaid) was 
peculiar to ihe French natien; and tirack with his en- 
gegiag appearance, induitrionily courted his converſa- 
tion, in the-courſe of which he learnt, that this cheva- 
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lier was a man of good ſenſe and great experience, that 
he was perfectly well acquainted with the greateſt part 
of Europe, had lived ſome years in England, and was 
no ſtranger to the conſtitution and genius of that peo - 
ple. 

Having dined, and drank to the health ef the Engliſh 
and French kings, two fiacres were called, in one of 
which the knight, with one of his companions, the go- 
vernor and Peregrine, ſeated themſelves, the other being 
occupied by the phyſician, Pallet, and two Scottiſh. 
officers, who propoſed to accompany them in their cir- 
cuit. The firſt place they viſited was the citadel, round 
the ramparts of which they walked, under the conduct 
of the knight, who explained with great accuracy the 
intention of every particular fortification belonging to 
that ſeemingly 1mpregnable fortreſs; and when they 
had ſatisfied their curioſity, took coach again, in order 
to view the arſenal, which ſtands in another quarter of 
the town; but, juſt as Pickle's carriage had croſſed the 
Promenade, he heard his own name bawled aloud by 
the painter; and ordering the fiacre to ſtop, ſaw Pallet 
with one half of his body thruſt out of the window of 
the other coach, crying with a terrified look, © Mr 
Pickle, Mr Pickle, for the love of God halt, and pre- 
vent bloodihed, elie here will be carnage and cutting 
(of throats.” Peregrine, ſurpriſed at this exclamation, 
immediately alighted, and advancing to the other ve- 
hicle, found one of their military .companions ſtanding 
upon the ground, at the farther ſide of the coach, with 
his ſword drawn, and tury in his countenance ; and the 
phy fician, with a quivering lip and haggard aſpect, 
AKruggling with the other, who had interpoſed in the 
quarrel, and detained him in his place, 

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found that this 


animoſity bad ſprung from a diſpute that happened upon 
the 
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the ramparts, touching the ſtrength of the fortification, 
which the doctor, according to cuſtom, undervalued, 
becauſe it was a modern work; ſaying, that by the help 
of the military engines uſed among the ancients, and a 
ſew thouſands of pioneers, he would engage to take it 
in leſs than ten days after he ſhould fit down before it. 
The North-Briton, who was as grezt a pedant as the- 
phyſician, having ſtudied fortification, and made him- 
ſelf maſter of Cæſar's Commentaries and Polybius, with 
the cbſervations of Folard, aflirmed, that all the methods 
of beſieging practiſed by the ancients, would be utter!y 


inffectual againſt ſuch a place as that of the citadel of! 


Liſle; and began to compare the Vinez, Aggeres, A- 
rietes, Scorpiones and Catapultz of the Romans, with: 
the trenches, mines, batteries and mortars uſed in the 
preſent art of war. The republican, finding him- 
ſelf attacked upon what he thought his ſtrong ſides 
ſummoned all his learning to his aid; and deſcribing 
the famous ſiege of Platza, happened to miſquote a 
paſſage of Thucydides, in which he was corrected by 
the other, who having been educated for the church, 
was alſo a connoiſſeur in the Greek language. The 
doctor, incenſed at being detected in ſuch a blunder, in 
preſence of Pallet, who (he knew) would promulgate 
his ſhame, told the officer, with great arrogance, that 
his objection was frivolous, and that he mult not pretend 
to diſpute on thele matters with one who had conſider- 
ed them with the utmoſt accuracy and care, His an« 
tagoniſt, piqued at this ſupercilious inſinuation, replied 
with great heat, that for ought he knew, the doctor 
might be a very expert apothecary, but that in the art 
of war, and knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was: 
no other than an ignorant pretender. This afſeveration. 
produced an anſwer full of virulence, including a nation. 
a: rellection upon the ſoldier's country; and the con- 
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tention roſe to mutual abuſe; when it was ſuppreſſed by 
| the admonitions of the other two, who begged they 
would not expole themſelves in a ſtrange place, but be- 
have themſelves like fellow- ſubjects and friends. They 
accordingly ceaſed reviling each other, and the affair 
was ſeemingly forgot ; but after they had reſumed their 
Places in the coach, the painter unfortunately aſked the 
meaning of the word Tortoiſe, which he had heard them 
mention among the Roman implements of war. This 
queſtion was anfwered by the phyſician, who deſcribed 
the nature of this expedient fo little to the ſatis faction 
of the officer, that he contradicted bim flatly, in the 
midſt of his explanation ; a circumſtance which pro- 
voked the republican to ſuch a degree, that, in the te- 
merity of his paſhon, he uttered the epithet zmpertnent 
ſcoundrel; which was no ſooner pronounced, than the 
Caledonian made manual application to his noſe, and 
leaping out of the coach, ſtood waiting for him on the 
plain; while he (the phyſician) made feeble efforts to 
Join him, being eaſily retained by the other ſoldier; and 
Pallet, dreading the conſequence in which he himſelf 
might be involved, bellowed aloud for prevention. 
Our hero endeavoured to quiet” the commotion, by 
repreſenting to the Scot, that he had already taken ſa- 
tisfaction for the injury he had received; and telling 
the doctor, that he had deſerved the chaitilement which 
was inflited upon him: but the officer (encouraged 
perhaps by the confuſion of his antagoniſt) infilted u · 
pon his aſking pardon for what he had ſaid; and the 
doctor, believing himſelf under the protedtiona of his 
friend Pickle, far from agreeing to ſuch conceſſion, 
breathed nothing but defiance and revenge ; ſo that the 
chevalier, in order to prevent miſchief, put the ſoldier 
under arreſt, and ſent him to bis lodgings, under the 


care of the other French gentleman and his own com- 
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panion; they being alſo accompanied by Mr Jolter, wha 
having formerly ſeen all the curioſities of Liſte, willinge 


ly ſurrendered his place to the phyſician, 


CHA 4b 


Pickle engages with a knight of Malta in a conver/ation 
upon the Engliſh Rage, which is followed by a diſſerta- 
tion on the theatres of the ancients by the doctor. 


HE reſt of the company proceeded to the arſenal, 
which having viewed, together with ſome re- 
markable churches, they, in their return, went to the 
comedy, and ſaw the Cid of Corneille tolerably well 
repreſented. In conſequence of this entertaiament, the 
diſcourſe at ſupper turned upon dramatic performances; 
and all the objections of Monſ. de Scudery to the piece 
they had ſeen acted, together with the deciſion of the 
French academy, were canvaſſed and diſcuſſed. The 
knight was a man of letters and taſte, and particularly 
well acquainted with the taſte of the Engliſh ſtage; ſo 


that when the painter bold!y pronounced ſentence a- 
ainſt the French manner of acting, on the ſtrength of 
5 baviag frequented a Covent-Garden club of critics, and 
been often admitted, by virtue of an order, into the 
bit; a compariſon immediately enſued, not between the 


authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom the 


2 Chevalier and Peregrine were no ſtrangers. Our hero, 
$ like a good Englilkman, made no ſcruple of giviag the 
Preterence to the performers of his own country, who, 
nc alledged, obeyed the genuine irapulles of nature, in ex- 


hibitiog the paſſions of the human mind; and entered 


% 


to warmly into the ſpirit of their ſeveral parts, that they 
often 
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often fancied themſelves the very heroes they repreſent. 
ed. Whereas, the action of the Pariſian players, even 
in their moſt intereſting characters, was generally ſuch 
an extravagance in voice and geſture, as is no where to 
be obſerved but on the ſtage. To illuſtrate this aſſer- 
tion, he availed himſelf of his talent, and mimicked the 
manner and voice of all the principal performers, male 
and female, belonging tothe French comedy, to the ad- 
miration of the chevalier; who, having complimented 
him upon this ſurpriſing modulation, begged leave to 
diſſent in ſome particulars from the opinion he had a- 
vowed, *© That you have good actors in England, 
(ſaid he) it would be unjuſt and abſurd in me to deny; 
your theatre is adorned by one woman, whoſe ſenfibilt- 
ty and {ſweetneſs of voice is iuch as I have never ob- 
ſerved on any other ſtage ; ſhe has, beſides, an elegance 
of perſon and expreſiion of features, that wondertully 
adapt her for the moſt engaging characters of your beſt 
plays; and I muſt freely own, that I have been as high- 
ly delighted, and as decply affected, by a Monimia and 
Belvidera at London, as ever I was by a Cornelia and 
Cleopatra at Paris. Your favourite actor is a ſurpriſ- 
ing genius. You can, morcover, boaſt of ſeveral comic 
actors, who are perfect maſters of buffoonery and gri- 
mace; though, to be free with you, I think, in theſe 
qualifications, you are excelled by the players of Am- 
ſterdam. Yet one of your gracioſo's I cannot admire 
in all the characters he aſſumes, His utterance is a 
continual ſing-ſong, like the chanting of veſpers, and 
his action reſembles that of heaving ballaſt into the hold 
of a ſhip. In his outward deportment, he ſeems to have 
confourded the ideas of dignity and inſolence of mien; 
acts the crafty, cool, deſigning. Crookback, as a loud, 
ſhallow, bluſtering Hector; in the character of the mild 


patriot Brutus, loſes all temper and decorum ; nay, fo 
| ridiculous 
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ridiculous is the behaviour of him and Caſſius at their 
interview, that, ſetting foot to foot, and grinning at 
each other, with the aſpect of two coblers enraged, they 
thruſt their left fides together, with repeated ſhocks, 
that the hilts of their ſwords may claſh,” for the enter- 
tainment of the audience; as if they were a couple of 
Merry Andrews, endeavouring to raiſe the laugh of the 
vulgar, on ſome ſcaff!ld at Bartholomew Fair. The 
deſpair of a great man who falls a ſacrifice to the in- 
fernal praQtices of a ſubtle traitor that enjoyed his con- 
fidence, this Engliſh /Efopus repreſents, by beating his 
own forchead, and bellowing like a bull; and indeed, 
in almoſt all his moſt intereſting ſcenes, performs ſuch 
ſtrange thakings of the head, and other antic geſticula- 
tions, that when I firſt ſaw him act, I imagined the poor 
man laboured under that paralitical diforder, which is 
known by the name of St Vitus's dance. In ſhort, he 
ſcems to be a ſtranger to the more refined ſenſations of 
the ſoul, conſequently. his expreſſion is of the vulgar 
kind, and he muſt often ſink under the idea of the 
poet; fo that he has recourſe to ſuch violence of affec- 
ted agitation, as impoſes upon the undiſcerning ſpec- 
tator, but to the eye of talte evinces him a mere player 
of that claſs whom your admired Shakeſpear juſtly com- 
pares to nature's jJourney-man tearing a paſſion to rags. 
Yet this man, in ſpite of all theſe abſurdities, is an ad- 
mirable Falſtaff, exhibits the character of Henry the 
Eighth to the life, is reafonably applauded in the Plain 
Dealer, excels 1n the part of Sir John Brute, and would 
be equal to many humorous ſituations in low comedy, 
which his pride will not allow him to undertake. I 
ſhould not have been ſo ſevere upon this aur, had I 
not ſcen him extolled by his partizans with the moſt 
ridiculous and fulſome manifcl:ations of praiſe, even in 
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equally in all characters; and though his obſervations 


all the dignity of the human heart, and be inſpired 
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thoſe very citcumſtances wherein (as I have obſerved) 
he chiefly failed.“ 

Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifications 
of ſuch a celebrated actor in England treated with 
ſuch freedom and diſreſpect, anſwered, with ſome af. 
perity, that the chevalier was a true critic, more in- 
duſtrious in obſerving the blemiſhes than in acknow-. 
ledging the excellence of thoſe who fell under his ex- 
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amination. 
It was not to be ſuppoſed that one actor could ſhine 


were undoubtedly very judicious, he himſelf could not 
help wondering that ſome of them had always eſcaped 
his notice, though he had been an aſſiduous frequenter 
of the playhouſe. © The player in queſtion, ſaid he, 
has, in your own opinion, a conſiderable ſhare of merit 
in the- characters of comic life; and as to the manners 
of the great perſonages in tragedy, and the operation of 
the grand paſſions of the ſoul, J apprehend they may 
be variouſly repreſented, according to the various com- 
plexion and cultivation of different men. A Spaniard, 
for example, though impelled by the ſame paſſion, will 
expreſs it very differently from a Frenchman; and what 
is looked upon as graceful vivacity and addreſs by the 
one, would be conſidered as impertinence and foppery 
by the other; nay, ſo oppoſite is your common deport- 
ment from that of {ome other nations, that one of your 
own countrymen, in the relation of his travels, obſerves, 
that the Perſians, even of this age, when they fee any 
man perform unneceſſary geſtures, ſay he is either a fool |} 
or a Frenchman, The ſtandard of demeanour being | 
thus unſettled, a Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or an inha- 
bitant of any country, whoſe cuſtoms and dreſs are wide- 


ly different from vurs, may, in his ſentiments, poſſeſs 
by 
the 


5 
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the nobleſt paſſion that animates the ſou], and yet excite 
the laughter rather than the reſpe& of an European 
ſpectator. 

When I firſt beheld your famous Pariſian ſtage he- 
roine, in one of her principal parts, her attitudes ſeem- 
ed ſo violent, and ſhe toſſed her arms around with ſuch 
extravagance, that (ſhe put me in mind of a wind-mill 
under the agitation of a hard-gale; while her voice and 
features exhibited the lively repreſentation of an Eng- 
lih ſgold. The action of your favourite male-perform- 
er was, in my opinion, equally unnatural ; he appeared 
with the affected airs of a dancing-maſter ; at the moſt 
pathetic junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands a- 
bove his head, like a tumbler going to vault, and ſpoke 
as if his throat had been obſtructed by an hair-bruth ; 
yet when J compared their manners with thoſe of the 
people before whom they performed, and made allow- 
ance for that exaggeration which obtains on all thea- 
tres, I was inſenübly reconciled to their method of per- 


formance, and I could diitioguith abundance of method 


beneath that oddity of appearance.“ 

The chevalier perceiving Peregrine a little irritated 
at what he had ſaid, aſked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken, in cenſuring the Engliſh players, aſſuriog him 
that he had an infinite veneration for the Britich learn. 
ing, genius, and taſte, which were fo jultly diſtinguiſh. 
ed in the worlu of letters; and that notwithitandiag the 
leverity of his criticilm, he thought the theatre of Lore 
don much better ſapplied vita actors than that of Paris, 
The young gentleman thaunked him for his polite con. 
deſcenſion, at which Pallet exulted, ſaying. with a ſhake 
of the head, * I belicve fo too, Monſieur;“ and the 
phylician, impatient of the diſpute in which he had 
bore no thare, obſerved. with a ſupercilious air, that the 
modern ttage was altogether beneath the notice of one 

Vol. II, L who 


— 
* Tt oh 


* up 


* 2 . 
- z 


* * 
« has a 


2 | 
WS ns Re 4 - 


5 


4 
© 
P 4 
43 
*% 
+ 
o -P 
be. 
[1 
1 
i | 
.4 
f - 
bl 
3 
4 
1 
o 
F 


. — — % 


| 
| 
! 
| 
i. 


122 THE ADVENTURES OF 


viho had an idea of ancient magnificence and executian; 
tEat plays ought to be exhibited at the expence of the 
ſtate, as thoſe of Sophocles were by the Athenians ; 
and that proper judges ſhould be appointed for recei- 
ving or rejecting all ſuch performances as are offered to 
the public. 

He then deſcribed the theatre at Rome, which con. 
tained eighty thouſand ſpeQators ; gave them a learned 
diſquifition into the nature of the Perſona, or maſk, 
worn by the Roman actors, which he {aid was a machine 
that covered the whoie head, furnithed on the inſide 
with a brazen concavity, that, by reverberating the ſound 
as it iſſued trom the mouth, raiſed the voice ſo as to 
render it audible to ſuch an exterded audience, He 
explained the difference between the ſaltator and decla- 
mator, one of whom zdted, while the other rehearſed 
the part; and from thence ook occaſion to mention the 
perfection of their pantomimes, who were ſo amazingly 
diſtinct in the exercile of their art, that a certain prince 
of Pontus being at the court cf Nero, and ſceing one 
of them repreient a ſtory, begged him of the emperor, 
in order to employ bim as an interpreter among barba- 
rous naticns, Whole language he did not underſtand. 
Nay, divers cynic philuiophers, who had condemned 


this entertainment unteen, when they chanced to be 


eye-wit..ciies of their admwitable dexterity, expreſſed 
their torrow for baving ſo long debarred themſelves of 
ſuch rational enjoyment, 

He d:fiented, however, from the opinion of Pere- 
eine, who, as a proof of their excellence, had advan- 
ced, that eme of the E:giit! wfors fancied themſelves 
the very thing they re,refcuicd 3 and iecouunted a liory 
from Lucian, of a certain celebiated pautomime, who, 
in aCi-ig the part of Ajax in his trenzy, was tranſport- 


ed into a real fit of deluium, during which he tofe to 
pieces 
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pieces the clothes of that actor who had ſtalked before him, 
beating the ſtage with iron ſhoes, in order to increaſe 
the noiſe, ſnatched an inſtrument from one of the mu- 
fcians, and broke it over the head of him who repreſent- 
ed Ulyſſes ; and running to the conſular bench, miſtook 
a couple of Senators for the ſheep which were to be 
Alain, The audience applauded him to the ſkies, but fo 
conſcious was the mimic of his own extravagance, when 
he recovered the uſe of his reaſon, that he actually fell 
ſick with mortification; and being afterwards deſired 
to re- act the piece, flatly refuſed to appear in any ſuch 
character, ſaying, that the ſhorteſt follies were the beſt, 
and that it was {ſufficient for him to have been a maGe 
man once in his lite, 


— — <0 . —— — 


CHAS III. 


An adventure happens to Pipes, in conſequence of which 
he it diſmiſJed from Peregrine's ſervice. The whole 
company ſet out for Ghent, in the Diligence. Our 
hero ig captivated by a lady in that carriage; intereſts 
her fpiruual director in his behalf, 


"PHE doctor being fairly engaged on the ſubject of 

the ancients, would have proceeded the Lord 
knows how far, without heftation, had not he been in- 
terrupted by the arrival of Mr Jolter, who in great con- 
fuſion told them, that Pipes having affronted a ſoldier, 
was then ſurrounded in the ftreet, and would certaialy 
be put to death, if ſome perſon of authority did not 


immediately interpoſe in his behalf. 


Peregrine no ſooner learned the danger of his truſty 
Huire, than ſnatching up bis ſword, he ran down ſtairs, 
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and was followed by the chevalier, intreating him ts 
leave the affair to his management. Within ten yards 
of the door they found Tom with his back to a wall, 
defending bimſelf manfully with à mopſtick, againſt the 
aſſault of three or four ſoldiers, who, at the ſight of the 
Malteſe crofs, defiſted from the attack, and were taken 
into cuſtody by order of the knight. One of the ag. 
greſſors being an Iriſhman, begged to be heard, with 
great importunity, before he ſhould be ſent to the guard, 
and, by the mediation of Pickle, was accordingly 
brought into the Hotel with his companions, all three 
bearing upon their heads and faces evident marks of 
their adverſary's proweſs and dexterity. The ſpokel- 
man being confroated with Pipes, informed the compa- 
ny, that having by accident met with Mr Pipes, whom 
he confidered as his countryman, though fortune had 
diſpoſed of them in different ſervices, he invited him 
to drink a glaſs of wine; and accordingly carried hin 
to a Cabaret, where he introduced him to his comrades; 
but, in the courſe of the converſation, which turned u- 
pon the power and greatneſs of the kings of France and 
England, Mr Pipes had been pleaſed to treat his Moſt 
Chriitian Majeſty with great diſreſpect; and when he 
(the entertainer) expoſtulated with him in a friendly 
manner about his impolite bebaviour, obſerving, that 
he being in the French ſervice, would be under the 
neceſſity of reſenting his abule, if he did not put a ſtop 
to it, before the other gentleman of the cloth thould com- 
prehend his meaning, be had fet them all three at defi- 
ance,dilhonoured him in particular with the opprobrious 
epithet of rebel to his native king and country ; and even 
drank (in broken French) to the perdition of Lewis 
and all his adherents! that, compelled by this outrage- 
ous conduct, he, as the perion who had recommended 


him to their ſociety, had, in vindication of his own 
character, 
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charadter, demanded ſatisfaction of the delinquent, who, 
on pretence of fetching a ſword, had gone to his lodg- 
ing, from whence he all of a ſudden fallied upon them 
with the mopſtick, which he employed in the annoy- 
ance of them all without diſtinction, fo that they were 
obliged to draw in their own defence. 

Pipes being queſtioned by his maſter with regard to- 
the truth of this account, owned, that every circum- 
ſtance was juſtly repreſented ; ſaying, he did not value 
their cheeſe-toaſters a pinch of oakum ; and that if the 
gentleman had not ſhot in betwixt them, he would have 
trimmed thera to ſuch a tune, that they ſhould not have 
had a whole yard to ſquare. Peregrine reprimanded 
him ſharply for his unmannerly behaviour, and juſiſted 
upon his aiking pardon of thoſe he had 1njured, upon 
the ſpot. But no conſideration was efficacious enough 
to produce ſuch conceſſion; to this command he was 
both deaf and dumb, and the repeated threats of his 
maſter had no more effect than if they had been addreſ- 
ſed to a marble ſtatue. At length our hero, incenſed 
at his obſtinzcy, ſtarted up, and would have chaltiſed 
him with manual operation, had not he been prevented 
by the Chevalier, who found means to moderate his in- 
dignation ſo far, that he contented himſelf with diſ- 
miſſing the offender from his ſervice; and after having 
obtained the diſcharge of the priſoners, gave them a 
Louis to drink, by way of recompence for the diſgrace 
and damage they had ſuſtained. 

The knight perceiving our young gentleman very 
much raffled at this accident, and reſtecting upon the 
extraurdinary deportment and appearance of his valet, 
whote hair had by this time adopted a grizzled hue, 
imagined he was ſome favourite domeſtic, who had. 
grown grey in the ſervice of his maſter's tamily, and 
chat, of conſequence, he was unealy at the ſacriſice he 
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hid made. Swayed by this conjeture, he earneſtly 
ſolicited. in his behalf; but all he could obtain, was a 
promiſe of re-admitting him into favour on the terms 
already propoſed, or at leaſt on condition that he 
ſhould make his acknowledgment to the Chevalier for 
his want of reverence and reſpe& for the French mo- 
narch. 

Upon this condeſcenſion, the culprit was called up 
ſtairs, and made acquainted with the mitigation of his 
fate; upon which he ſaid, he would down on his mar- 
row- bones to his own maſter, but would be damn'd be- 
fore he would aſk pardon of e'er a Frenchman in Chriſ— 
tendom, Pickle, exaſperated at this blunt declaration, 
ordered him out of his preſence, and charged him ne- 
ver to appear before his face again; while the officer in 
vain employed all his influence and addreſs to appeaſe 
his reſentment, and about midnight took his leave with 
marks of mortification at his want of ſucceſs. 

Next day the company agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the Diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, 
who was not without hope of meeting with ſome ad- 
venture or amuſement in that carriage ; and Jolter took 
care to ſecure places for them all; it being reſolved 
that the valet de chambre and the doctor's man ſhould 
attend the vehicle on horſeback ; and as for the forlorn 
Pipes he was left to reap the fruits of his own ſtubborn 
diſpoſition, notwithſtanding the united efforts of the 
whole triumvirate, who endeavoured to procure his 
Pardon. 

Every previous meaſure being thus taken, they ſet 
out from Liſle about fix in the morning, and found 
themſelves in the company of a. female adventurer, a 
very handſome young lady, a Capuchin, and a Rotter- 
dam Jew. Our young gentleman being the firſt of this 
ſociety that entered, ſurveyed the firangers with an at- 
tenti7c 
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tentive eye, and ſeated himſelf immediately behind the 
beautiful unknown, who at once attracted his attention, 
Pallet ſceing another lady unengaged, in imitation of his 
friend, took poſſeſſion of her neighbourhood; the phy fician 
paired with the prieſt, and Jolter ſat down by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, when 
Pickle, accoſting the fair incognita, congratulated him» 
ſelf upon his happineſs in being the fellow-traveller of 
ſo charming a lady, She, without the leaſt reſerve or 
affectation, thanked him for his compliment, and repli- 
ed with a ſprightly air, that now they were embarked 
in one common bottom, they muit club their endea- 
vours to make one another as happy as the nature of 
their ſituation would permit them to be. Encouraged 
by this frank intimation, and captivated by her fine 


black eyes, and eaſy. behaviour, he attached himſelf to 


her from that moment ; and in a little time the conver- 
ſation became ſo particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere in the diſcourſe, in ſuch a manner 
as gave the youth to underſtand, that he was there on 
purpoſe to ſuperintend her conduct. He was doubly 
rejoiced at this diſcovery, in conſequence of which he 
hoped to profit in his addreſſes, not only by the young 
lady's reſtraint, that never fails to operate in behalf of 


the lover, but alſo by the corruptibility of her guardi- 


an, whom he did not doubt of rendering propitious to 
his cauſe, Fluſhed with theſe expectations, he behaved 
with uncommon complacency to the father, who was 
charmed with the affability of his carriage, and, on the 
faith of his generoſity, abated of his vigilance ſo much, 
that our hero carried on his ſuit without farther moleſ- 
tation; while the painter, in ſigns and loud burlts of 
laughter, converſed with his Dulcinea, who was per- 
fectly well verſed in theſe ſimple expreſſions of ſatisfac - 
tion , 
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tion, and had already found means to make a dangerous 
invaſion upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and phyſician unemployed, 
while their friends intereſted themſelves in this agree- 
able manner. Jolter no ſooner perceived the Hollander 
was a Jew, than he entered into an inveſtigation cf the 
Hebrew tongue, in which he was a connoifſeur 3 and 
the doctor at the ſame time attacked the Mendicant on 
the ridiculous maxims of his order, together with the 
impoſitions of prieſt-craft in general, which (he obſer. 
ved) prevail ſo much among thoſe who profels the Ro» 
man Catholic religion, 

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their own con- 
verſation apart, without any danger of encroachment ; 
and all were ſo intent upon their ſeveral topics, that 
they ſcarce allowed themlelves a ſmall interval in view. 
ing the deſolation of Menin, as they paſſed through 
that ruined frontier. About twelve o'clock they arri- 
ved at Courtray, where the horſes are always changed, 
and the company halt an hour for refreſhment. Here 
Peregrine handed his charmer into an apartment, whers 
ſhe was joined by the other lady ; and on pretence of 
ſeeing {ome of the churches in town. put himſelf under 
the direction of the Capuchin, from whom he learned 
that the young lady was wife to a French gentleman, to. 
whom (he had been married about a year, and that ſhe 
was now on her journey to viſit her mother, who lived 
in Bruffels, and who at that time laboured under a 
Iingering diſtemper, which, in all probability, would 
ſoon put a period to her life. He then launched out 
in praiſe of her daughier's virtue and conjugal affec- 
tion; and laſtly told him, that he was her father con— 
feſſor, and pitched upon to be her conductor through 
Flanders, by her huſband, who, as well as his wife, 

ꝑlaced 
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placed the utmolt confidence in his prudence and inte» 
grity. 

Pickle eafily comprehended the meaning of this inſi- 
nuation, and took the hint accordingly, He tickled 
the pristt's vanity with extraordinary encomiums, upon 
the difinterelied principles of his order, which were de- 
tached from all worldly purſuits, and altogether devot- 
ed to the eternal ſalvation of mankind. He applauded 
their patience, humility, and learning, and laviſhed a 
world of praiſe upon their talent in preaching, which 
(he faid) had more than once operated ſo powerfully 
upon him, that had he not been reſtrained by certain 
conſiderations which he could not poſſibly wave, he 
ſhould have embraced their tenets, and begged admiſ- 
ſion into their fraternity; but, as the circumſtances of 
his fate would not permit him to take ſuch a ſalutary 
meaſure for the preſent, he intreated the good father to 


accept a ſmall token of his love and reſpeQ, for the be - 
nefit of that convent to which he belonged. So ſaying, 


he pulled out a purſe of ten guineas, which the capu- 
chin obſerving, turned his head another way, and lift. 
ing up his arm, diſplayed a pocket almoſt as high as 
luis collar bone, in which he depoſited the money, 

This proof of affection for the order, produced a ſud- 
den and ſurpriſing effect upon the friar. In the tran- 
{ports of his zeal he wrung this ſemi-convert's hand, 
ſhowered a thouſand benedictions upon his head, and 
exhorted him, with the tears flowing from his eyes, to 
perfect the great work which the finger of God had be- 
gun in his heart; and as an inſtance of his concern for 
the welfare of his precious ſoul, the holy brother pro- 
miſed to recommend him ftrenuouſly to the pious ad- 
monitions of the young woman under his care, wha 
was a perfect faint upon earth, and endued with the pe- 
culiar gift of mollifying the hearts of obdurate ſinners. 
O fas 
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130 THE ADVENTURES OF 
O father! (cried the hypocritical projector, who by this 


time perceived that his money was not thrown away) 
if I could be favoured but one half hour with the pri— 
vate inſtructions of that inſpired devotee, my mind pre- 
ſages, that I ſhould be a ſtrayed ſheep brought back in. 
to the fold, and that I ſhould find eaſy entrance at the 
gates of heaven! 'There is ſomething ſupernatural- in 
her aſpect; I geze upon her with the moſt pious fer- 
vour, and my whole ſoul is agitated with tumults of 
hope and deſpair!” Having pronounced this rhapſody 
with tranſport half natural and half affected, the prieſt 
allured him, that theſe were operations of the Spirit, 
which muſt not be repreffed; and comforted him with 
the hope of enjoying the Lleſſed interview which he de- 
ſired, proteſting, that, as far as his influence extended, 
his wiſh ſhould be that very evening indulged, The 
gracious, pupil thanked him for his benevolent concern, 
which he {wore ſhould not be {quiandered upon an un- 
grateful objeQ; and the reſt of the company interrupt- 
ing the converſation, they returned in a body to the 
inn, where they dined altogether; and the ladies were 
perſuaded to be our hero's gueſts, 

As the ſubjects on which they had been engaged be- 
fore dinner were not exhauſted, each brace reſumed 
their former theme, when they were replaced in the 
diligence, The peinter's miſtreſs finiſhed her conque it 
by exerting her ſkill in the art of ogling, accompanied 
by frequent bewitching ſighs, and ſome tender French 
ſongs that ſhe ſung with ſuch pathetic expreſſion, as 
quite melted the reſolution of Pallet, and utterly ſub- 
dued his affection: and he, to convince her of the im- 
portance of her victory, gave a ſpecimen of his own ta- 
lents, by entertaining her with that celebrated Engliſh 
dittay, the burthen of which begins with, The prgs they 
lie with their ar/es vare, 
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He makes ſome progreſs in her aſßectiont; is interrupted 
by a diſpute between Jolter and a Jew; appea/ſes the 
wrath of the capuchin, who procures for him an inter- 
view with his fair enflaver, in which he finds himſelf 


deceived. 


EREGRINE, meanwhile, employed all his infinuation 
and addreſs in practiſing upon the heart of the 
capuchin's fair charge. He had long ago declared his 
paſſion, not in the ſuperficial manner of a French gal- 
lant, but with all the ardour of an enthuſiaſt. He had 
languiſhed, vowed, flattered. kiſſed her hand by ſtealth, 
and had no reaſon to complain of his reception, Thou? 
by a man of leſs ſang uine dilpoſition, her particular com- 
plaiſance would have been deemed equivocal, and per- 
hap: nothing more than the effect of French breeding and 
coaltitutional vivacity z; he gave his own qualifications 
credit for the whole, aud „ ith theſe ſentiments carried on 
the attack with ſuch unabating vigour, that ſhe was actually 
prevailed upon to accept a ring, whieh he preſented as a 
token uf eitcem; and every thing proceeded in a moſt 
proſperous train, when they were dilturbed by the go. 
7ernor, and Uraclite, who, in the heat of diſputation, 
ratled their vioces, and poured forth ſuch effuſions of 
gutturals, as set oui lover“ teeth on edge. As they 
lpoke in a languave unknown to every one in the car- 
Triage but themiclves, and looked at each other with mu— 
tual animoſity and rancour, Peregrine defired to know 
the caule of chair cunteniion., Upon which, Jolter ex- 
claimed in a tuF:ous cone, © his learned Levite, for- 
looth, has the impudence to tell me, that 1 don't under- 
fand 
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ſtand Hebrew; and affirms, that the word Benoni ſigni. 
fies child of zoy 5 whereas I can prove, and indeed have 
already ſaid enough to convince any reaſonable man, 
that in the Septuagint it is rightly tranſlated into /on 
of my ſorrow.” Having thus explained himſelf to his 
pupil, he turned to the prieſt, with intention to appeal 
to his determination ; but the Jew pulled him by the 
ſleeve with great eagerncl(s, ſaying, © For the love of 
God be quiet, the capuchin will diſcover who we are!“ 
Jolter offended at this conjunction, echoed, © Who we 
are!“ with great emphaſis; and repeating nos poma na- 
tamus, aſked irronically, to which of the tribes the Jew 
thought he belonged ? | he Levite, affronted at his com- 
paring him to a ball of horſe-dung, replied with a moſt 
Ggnificant prin, ** To the tribe of Iſſachar.“ His an- 
tagoniſt, taking the advantage of his unwillingnels to 
be known by the friar, and prompted by revenge for 
the freedom he had uſed, anſwered in the French lan- 
guege, that the judgment of God was ſtill manifeſt upon 
their whole race, not only in their being in the late of 
exiles from their native lard, but allo in the ſpite of 
their hearts, and pravity of their diſpoſitions, which de- 
monſtrate them to be the genuine offspring of thole who 
crucified the Saviour cf the world. 

Eis expectation was, however, defeated ; the prieſt 
himſelf was too deeply engaged, to attend to the de- 
bates of other people, The phy ſician, in the pride and 
inſolence of his learning, had undertaken to diſplay the 
abſurdity of the Chriſtian faith; having already (as he 
thought) confused the capuchin, touching the points of 
belief in which the Roman Catholics differ from the ret 
of the world. But not contented with the imagined 
victory he had gained, he began to lirike at the funda- 
mentals of religion; and the father, with incredible for- 


bearance, ſuffered him to make very free with the docs 
2 trine 
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trine of the Trinity, but, when he levelled the ſhafts of 
his ridicule at the immaculate conception of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, the good man's patience forlook him, his 
eyes ſeemed to kindle with indignation, he trembled in 
every joint, and uttered with a loud voice, You are 
an abominable— I will not call thee heretic, for thou 
art worle, if poſſible, than a Jew; you deſerve to be 
incloſed in a furnace ſeven times heated, and I have a 
good mind to lodge an information againſt you with 
the governor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended 
and puniſhed as an impious blaſphemer.” 

This menace operated like a charm upon all preſent, 
The doctor was confounded, the governor diſmayed, 
the Levite's teeth chattered, the painter was aſtoniſhed 
at the general confuſion, the cauſe of which he could 
not comprehend ; and Pickle himſelf, not a little alarm- 
ed, was obliged to ule all his intereſt and aſſiduity in 
appeaſing this ſon of the church, who at length, in con- 
ſideration of the friendſhip he profeſſed for the young 
gentleman, conſented to forgive what had paſſed, but 
zbſolutely refuſed to fit in. contact with ſuch a profane 
wretch, whom he looked upon as a fiend of darkneſs, 
ſent by the enemy of mankind to poiſon the minds of 
weak people; ſo that, after having croſſed himſelf, and 
muttered certain exorcilms, he inſiſted upon the doce 
tor's changing places with the Jew, who approached the 
offeuded eccleſiaſt ic in an agony of fear, 

Matters being thus compromiſed, the converſation 
flowed 1a a more general channel; and, without the in- 
tervention of any other accident, or bone of contention, 
the carriage arrived at the city of Ghent about ſeven 
in the evening. Supper being beſpoke for the whole 
company, our adventurer and his friends went out to 
take a luperficial view of the place, leaving his ber 
miltrels to the pious exhortations of ker confeſſor, whom, 
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— 


as we have already obſerved, he had ſecured in bis in. 
tereſt, This zealous mediator ſpoke fo warmly in his 
commendation, and intereſted her conſcience ſo much 
in the affair, that ſhe could not refuſe her helping hand 
to the great work of his converſion, and promiſed to 
grant the interview he defired. 

This egreeable piece of intelligence, which the ca. 
puchin communicated to Peregrine at his return, ele. 
vated bis ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that he ſhone at ſup. 
per with uncommon brilliance, in a thouſand ſallies of 
wit and pleaſentry, to the admiration and delight of all 
preſent, eſpecially of his fair Fleming, who ſeemed quite 
captivated by his perſcn and behaviour. 

The evening being thus ſpent to the ſatisfaction of 
all parties, the compnny broke up, and retired to their 
ſeveral apartments, when our lover, to his unſpeakable 


mortification, learned that the two ladies were obliged 


to lie in the ſame room, all the other chambers of the 
inn being pre-occupied. When he imparted this diſk. 
culty to the prieſt, that charitable father, who was very 
fruitful in exp: dients, aſſured. him, that his fpiritual con- 
cerrs ſhould not be obſtructed by ſuch a ſlender impe- 
diment; and accordivgly availed himſelf of his prero- 
gative, by going in to his daughter's chamber when ſhe 
was almoſt undreſſed, and leading her into his own, on 


preterce of adminiſtering ſalutary food for her foul. 


Having brougbt the two vetaries together, he prayed 
for ſucceſs to the operations of grace, and left them to 
their mutual medita!1ons, after haviag conjured them, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to let nv impure ſentiments 
or temptations of the fleth interfere with the hallowed 
deſign of their meeting. 

| be rerereud interceflor beirg gone, and the door 
faſtened on the infide, the pleudo-convert, tranſported 


with his paſſion, threw himſelf at his Amanda's fect, 
and 
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and begging ſhe would ſpare him the tedious form of 
addreſſes, which the nature of their interview would 
not permit him to obſerve, began, with all the inpetu- 
olity cf love, to make the molt by the occaſion. But, 
whether ſhe was diſpleaſed by the intrepidity and afſu- 
rance of his behaviour, thinking herſelf entitled to more 
courtſhip and reſpect, or was really better fortified with 
chaſtity than he or his procurer had ſuppoſed her to be, 
certain it is, ſhe expreſſed reſentment and farprile at 
his boldneſs and prelumption, and upbraided him with 
having impoſcd upon the charity of the friar. The 
young gentleman was really as much afonithed at this 
rebuff, as (he pretended to be at his declaration, aad 
carneſtly intrrated her to conſider how precious the 
moments were, and for once f{icrifice ſupertiuous cere- 
mony to the happineſs of ont who adored her with ſuc! 
a flame, as could not fail to conſume his vitals, if ſhe 
would not deiga to bleſs him with her favour. Not- 
withilandiag all his tears, vows, and ſupplications, his 
perſonal accompliſhments, and the tempting opportuni- 
ty, all that he could obtain, was an acknowledgment of 
his having made an impreſſion upon bet heart, whick 
ſue hoped the dictates of her duty would enable her to 
erale, Tais confeſſion he conſidered as a delicate con- 
ſent; and, obeying the impulſe of his love, ſaatched 
her up in his arms, with an intention of ſeizing that 
Which ſhe declined to give; when this French Lucre- 
tia, unable to defend her virtue any other way, ſeream- 
ed aloud ; and the capuchir, ſ-tting his ſhoulder to the 
door, forced it open, and entered in an affacted ecſtaſy 
of amazement, He lifted up his hands and eyes, and 
pretended to be thunderſtruck at the diſcovery he had 
made; then, in broken exclamations, profeſſed his hor- 
ror at the wicked inteatioa of our hero, who had co- 
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vered ſuch a damnable ſcheme with the maſk of reli. 
gion. | 

In ſhort, he performed his cue with ſuch dexterity, 
that the lady believing him in earneſt, begged he would 
forgive the ſtranger, on account of his youth and edu- 
cation, which had been tainted by the errors of hereſy; 
and he was on theſe conſiderations content to accept 
the ſubmiſſion of our hero, who, far from renouncing 
his expectations, notwithſtanding this mortifying repulle, 
confided fo much in his own talents, and the confeſſion 
which his miſtreſs had made, that he reſolved to make 
another effort, to which nothing could have prompted 
him but the utmoſt turbulence of unruly deſire. 


CHAP. LIV. 


Te mate; another effort towards the accompiiſhment of 
his wiſh, which is prſiponed by a /irange accident. 


E diredted his valet de chambre, who was a tho- 
rough-paced pimp, to kindle ſome ſtraw in the 
yard, and then paſs by the door of her apartment, cry- 
ing with a loud voice that the houſe was on fire, This 
alarm brought both ladies out of their chambers in a 
moment, and Peregrine, taking the advantage of their 
running to the ſtreet-door, entered their room, and con- 
craled himſelf under a large table that ſtood in an un- 
obſerved corner. The nymphs, as ſoon as they under- 
tocd the cauſe of his Mercury's ſuppoſed affrigat, re- 
turned to their apartment, and having ſaid their prayers, 
undreſſed themſelves and went to bed. This ſcene, 
which fell under the obſervation of Pickle, did not at all 


contribute to the cooling of his concupiſcence, but, on 
| tho 


-” 5h, <= Us 


— 
Wan.” a a 
N T 


— 
r _—_ 
* 1 PS, 


- * * 
n 
„ „ „Lb 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 337 


the contrary, inflamed him to ſuch a degree, that he 
could ſcarce reſtrain his impatience, until by her breath- 


ing deep, he concluded the fellow lodger of his Aman» | 


da was aſleep, This welcome note no ſooner ſaluted 
his ear, than he crept to his charmer's bed fide, and, 
placing himſelf on his knees, gently lid hold on her 
white hand, and preſſed it to his lips. She had jalt be- 
gun to cloſe her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable oppreſſion 
of ſlumber, when ſhe was rouſed by this rape, at which 
ſhe ſtarted, pronouncing in a tone of ſurpriſe and diſmay, 
© My God! who's that?“ The lover, with the molt in- 
finuating humility, beſought her to hear him; vowing 
that his intention in approaching her thus, was not to 
violate the laws of decency, or that inJelible eſteem 
which ſhe had engraven on his heart; but to manifeſt 
his ſorrow and contritfon for the umbrage he had 
given, to pour forth the overflowings of his ſoul, an! 
tell her, that he neither could nor would ſurvive her diſ- 
pleaſure, Theſe, and many more pathetic proteſta- 
tions, accompanied with ſigas and tears, and other ex- 
preſſions of grief, which our hero hid at command, 
could not tail to melt the tender heart of the amiable Flew 
ming, already prepoſſeſſed in favour of his qualificatioas, 
She ſympathiz-d lo much with his affli Aion, as to weep in 
her turn, when ſhe repreſented the impoſſibility of her re- 
warding bis paſſion ; and he ſeizing the favourable mo- 
ment, reinforced his ſolicitations with ſach irreſiſtible 
tranſports, that her reſolution gave way, ſhe began to 

reathe quick, expreſſed her fear of being overheard by 
the other lady, and with an cjiculation of © O heavens! 
I'm undoae !” ſuff:red him, after a flint ſtruggle, to 
make a lodgment upon the covered way of her bed. 
Her honour, however, was ſecured for the preſent, by a 
ſtrange ſort of knocking upon the wainſcot, at the otner 
end of the room, hard by the bed in which the female 
M 3 adventures 
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adventurer lay. Surpriſed at this .circumſtance, the 
lady begged him for heaven's ſake to retreat, or her 
reputation would be ruined for ever: hut when he re- 
preſented to her, that her character would run a much 
greater riſk, if he ſhould be detected in withdrawing, 
ſhe conſented with great tripidation to his ſtay, and they 
liſtened in filence to the ſequel of the noiſe that alarm- 
ed them, This was no other than an expedient of the 
painter, to awaken his Dulcinea, with whom he had 
made an aſſignation, or at leaſt interchanged ſuch ſig- 
nals as he thought amounted to a firm appointment, His 
nymph being diſturbed in her firlt ſleep, immediately 
underſtood the ſound, and, true to the agreement, roſe, 
and unbolting the door as ſoftly as poſſible, gave him 
admittance, leaving it open for his more commodious 
retreat. | 

While this happy gallant was employed in diſenga- 
ging himſelf from the diſhabille in which he had enter- 
ed, the Capuchin, ſuſpeQing that Peregrine would make 
another attempt upon his charge, had crept ſilently in- 
to the apariment, in order to reconnoitre, leſt the ad- 
venture ſhould be atchieved without his knowledge; a 
circumſtance that would deprive him of the profits he 


might expect from his privity and concurrence. Find- 


ing the door unlatched, his ſuſpicion was confirmed, 
and he made no ſcruple of creeping into the chamber 
on all- fours; ſo that the painter, having. ſtript himſelf 
to the ſhirt, in groping about for his dulcinea's bed, 
chanced to lay his hand upon the ſhaven crown of the 
father's head, which, by a circular motion, the prieſt 
began to turn round in his graſp, like a ball in a ſocket, 
to the ſurpriſe and conſternation of poor Pallet, who 
having neither penetration to comprehend the caſe, nor 
reſolution to withdraw his fingers from this ſtrange ob- 
ject of his touch, ſtood ſweating in the dark, and vent- 
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ing ejaculations with great devotion. The friar, tired 


with this exerciſe, and the painful poſture in which he 
tooped, raiſed himſelf gradually upon his feet, heaving 
up at the ſame time the hand of the painter, whole ter- 
ror and amazement increaſed to ſuch a degree at this 
unaccountable elevation, that his faculties began to fail; 
and his palm, in the confuſion of his fright, ſliding over 
the prieſt's forehead, one of his fingers happened to flip 
into his mouth, and was immediately ſecured between 
the Capuchin's teeth, with as firm a fixture as if it had 
been ſcrewed in a blackſmith's vice. The painter was 
ſo much diſordered by this ſudden ſnap, which tortured 
him to the bone, that, forgetting all other confiderations, 
he roared aloud, Murder! fire! a trap, a trap! help, 
Chriſtians, for the love of God, help. Our hero, con- 
founded by theſe exclamations, which he knew would 
ſoon fill che room with ſpectators, and incenſed at his 
own mortifying diſappointment, was obliged to quit 
the untaſted banquet, and approaching the cauſe of his 
misfortune, juſt as his tormentor had thought proper to 
releaſe his finger, diſcharged ſuch a hearty flap between 
his ſhoulders, as brought him to the ground with hide- 
ous bellowing; then retiring unperceived to his own 
chamber, was one of the firſt who returned with a light, 
on pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. The 
Capuchin had taken the ſame precaution, and followed 
Peregrine into the room, pronouncing Benedicite, and 
rolling himſelf with many marks of aſtoniihment. The 
phyſician and Jolter appearing at the ſame time, the 
unfortunate painter was found lying naked on the floor, 
in all the agony of horror and diſmay, blowing upon 
his left hand, that hung dangling from the elbow. The 
circumſtance of his being found in that apartment, and 
the attitude of his affliction, which was extremely ri- 
diculous, proyoked the doctor to a ſmile, and produced 
a {mall 
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a ſmall relaxation in the ſeverity of the governor's 
countenance; while Pickle, teſtifying ſurpriſe and con. 
cern, lifted him from the ground, and inquired into the 
cauſe of his preſent ſituation, Having, after ſome re. 
collection, and fruitleſs endeavours to ſpeak, recovered 
the uſe of his tongue, he told them that the houſe waz 
certainly haunted by evil ſpirits, by which he had been 
conveyed (he knew not how) into that apartment, and 
afflicted with all the tortures of hell: that one of them 
had made itſelf ſenſible to his feeling, in the ſhape of a 
round ball of ſmooth fleſh, which turned round under 
his hand, like an aſtronomer's globe, and then riſing up 
to a ſurpriſing height, was converted into a machine 
that laid hold on his finger, by a ſoap, and having 
pinned him to the ſpot, he continued for ſome moments 
in unſpeakable agony. At laſt he ſaid the engine ſeem- 
ed to melt away from his finger, and he received a ſud- 
den thwack upon his ſhoulders, as if diſcharged by the 
4 arm of a giant, which overthrew him in an inſtant upon 
f the floor. The prieſt hearing this ſtrange account, 
| ; pulled out of one of his pouches a piece of conſecrated 
5 candle, which he lighted immediately, and muttered 
certain myſterious conjurations. Jolter, imagining that 
Pallet was drunk, ſhook his head, ſaying, he believed 
the ſpirit was no where but in his own brain, The 
phy ſician, for once, condeſcended to be a wag, and 
4 looking towards one of the beds, obſerved, that, in his 
opinion, the painter had been miſled by the fleſh, and 
not by the ſpirit. The fair Fleming lay in ſilent aſto- 
niſhment and affright; and her fellow-lodger, in order 
to acquit herſelf of all ſuſpicion, exclaimed with in- 
credible volubility againſt the author of this uproar, 


who (ſhe did not doubt) had concealed himſelf in 


the apartment, with a vicw of perpetrating ſome 
a wicked 
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1 wicked attempt upon her precious virtue, and was 
puniſhed and prevented by the immediate interpoſition 
of Heaven. At her deſire, therefore, and at the earneſt 
ſolicitation of the other lady, he was conducted to his 
own bed, and the chamber being evacuated, they locked 
their door, fully reſolved to admit no more vilitants for 
that night: while P-regrine, mad with ſeeing the delici- 
ous morſel ſnatched (as.it were) from his very lip, ſtalked 
through the paſſage like a ghoſt, ia hope of finding 
ſome: opportunity of ce-entiring, till the day beginning 
to break, he was obliged to retire, curling the ideotical 
conduct of the painter, which had ſo-unluckily inter- 


fexed with his defigu. 


CHAP, LV. 


They depart from Ghent. Our hero engages tn a politi- 
cal diſpute with his miſtreſs, whom he offends, . and pa- 
eifies with ſubmiſſion. He practiſet an expedient to de- 
tain the carriage at Aloſt, and confirms the prieft in- 
his intereſt. — 


F NEXT day, about one o'clock, after having ſeen e- 
very thing remarkable in town, and been preſent 

at the execution of two youths who were hanged for 
1 raviſting a whore, they tock their departure from 
mY Ghent, in the fame carriage which had brought them 
chither; and the converſation turning upon the paniſh- 
5 ment they bad ſeen inflited, the Flemiſh beauty ex- 
7 preſſed great ſympathy and compaſſion for the unhappy 
= **fi-rers, who (as ſhe had been informed) had fallen 
| vietims to the malice of the accuſer. Her ſentiments 
were eſpouſed by all the company, except the French 
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lady of pleaſure, who, thinking the credit of the ſiſter. 
hood concerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed againſt 
the profligacy of the age, and particularly the baſe and 
villanous attempts of men upon the chaſtity cf the weak. 
er ſex; ſaying, with a look ot indignation directed to 
the painter, that, for her own part, ſhe ſhould never be 
able to manifeſt the acknowledgment ſhe owed to pro- 
vidence, for having protected her, laſt night, from the 
wicked aims of unbridled luſt, This obſervation in. 
troduced a ſeries of jokes at the expence of Pallet, who 
hung his ears, and fat with a filent air of dejection, 
fearing, that, through the malevolence of the phy ſician, 
his adventure m'gbt reach the cars of his wife, la- 
deed, though we have made ſhift to explain the whole 
tranſaction to the reader, it was an inextricable myſtery 
to every individual in the Diligence; becauſe the part 
which was acted by the Capuchin was known to him- 
ſelf alone; and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's 
being concerned in the affair; ſo that the greateſt part 
of the painter's ſufferings were ſuppoſed to be the exag- 
gerations of his ewn extravagant imagination, 

In the midſt of their diſcourſe on this extraordinary 
ſubject, the driver told them, that they were now on 
the very ſpot where a detachment of the allied army 
had been intercepted and cut off by the French, and, 
ſtopping the vehicle, entertained them with a local de- 
ſcription of the battle of Melle. Upon this occaſion, 
the Flemiſh lady, who ſince her marriage had become 
a keen partizan for the French, gave a minute detail of 
all the circumſtances, as they had been repreſented to 
her by her buſband's brother, who was in the action. 
This account, which ſunk the number of the French to 
Hxteen, and raiſed that of the allies to twenty thouſand 
men, was ſo diſagreeable to truth, as well as to the 
laudable partiality of Peregrine, that he - ventured to 

contradidt 
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dontradict her aſſertions, and a fierce diſpute commen-" 
ced, that not only regarded the preſent queſtion, but al- 
ſo comprehended all the battles in which the Duke 
| of Marlborough had commanded againſt Lewis the four- 
3 teenth, In the courſe of theſe debates, ſhe diveſted 
j that great general of all the glory be had acquired, by 
affirming, that every victory he gained was purpoſely 
loſt by the French generals, in order to bring the ſchemes 
of Madam de Maintenon into diſcredit ;z and, as a par- 
ticular inſtance, alleged, that while the citadel of Liſle 
was befieged, Lewis (aid, in preſence of the Dauphin, 
that if the allies ſhould be obliged to raiſe the ſiege, he 
would immediately declare his marriage with that lady; 
upon which the fon ſent private orders to Marthall 
BouMers to ſurrender the place. This ſtrange allega. 
tion was ſupported by the aſſeverations of the priett and 
the courtezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, 
who pretended to have heard it from good authority 
while the doctor ſat neutral, as one who-thought it 
ſcandalons to know the hiſtory of ſuch modern events. 
The Iſraelite, being a true Dutchman, lifled himſelf 
under the banners of our hero, who, in attempting to 
demonſtrate the abſurdity and improbability of what 
they had advanced, raiſed ſuch a bue and cry againſt 
bimſelf, and being inſenſibly heated in the altercation, 
irritated his Amanda to ſuch a degree, that her char- 
ming eyes kindled with fury, and he ſaw great reaſon 
to think, that if he did not fall upon ſome method to 
deprecate her wrath, the would in a twinkling facrifice 
21] her eſteem for him, to her own zcal for the glory of 
the French nation. Moved by this apprehenſion, his 
ardour cooled by degrees, ard he inſenfibly detached 
himſelf from the argument, leaving the whole care of 
ſapporting it on the Jew, who finding himſelf deſerted, 
was lain to yield at diſcretion ; ſo that the French re- 
mained 
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mained maſters of the field, and their young heroine re. 


ſumed her good humour. 
Our hero baving prudently ſubmitted to the ſuperi. 


or intelligence of his fair enſlaver, began to be haraſſed 


with the fears of loſing her for ever, and ſet his inven. 


tion to work, to contrive ſome means of indemnifying 
himſelf for his afſiduities, preſents, and the diſappoint. 
ments he had already undergone. On pretence of en. 
joying a freer air, he mounted the box, and employed 
his elocution and generoſity with ſuch ſucceſs, that the 
driver undertook to diſable the diligence from proceed- 
ing beyond the town of Aloſt for that day; and, in 
conſequence of his promiſe, gently overturned it, when 
they were but a mile ſhort of that baiting place. He 
had taken his meaſures ſo diſcreetly, that this accident 
was attended with no other inconvenience than a fit of 
fear that took poſſeſſion of the ladies, and the neceſſity 
to which they were reduced by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, aſſured 
the company, that the axle-tree had given way, and ad- 
viſed them to walk forward to the inn, while he would 
jog after them at a flow pace, and do his endeavour 
that the damage ſhould be immediately repaired. Pere- 
grine pretended to be very much concerned at what 
had happened, and even curſed the driver for his inad- 
vertency, expreſſing infinite impatience to be at Bruſſels, 
and wiſhing that this misfortune might not detain them 
another night upon the road; but when his underſtrap- 
per, according to his inſtructions, came afterwards to the 
inn, and gave them to underſtand that the workman be 
had employed could not pollibly refit the machine in 
leſs than fix hours, the crafty youth affected to loſe all 
temper, ſtormed at his emiflary, whom he reviled in 
the moſt opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for 


his milconduct. The fellow proteſled, with great hu- 
mility 
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mility that their being overturned was owing to the 
f:ilure of the axle-tree, and not to his want of care vr 
dexterity in driving; though, rather than be thought 
the cauſe of incommoding him, he would inquire for a 
poſt-chaiſe, in which he might depart for Bruſſels im- 
mediately. This expedient Pickle rejected, unleſs the 
whole company could be accommodated in the fame 
manner; and he had been previouſly informed by the 
driver, that the town could not furniſh more than one 
vehicle of that ſort. His governor, who was quite ig- 
norant of his ſcheme, repreſented, that one night would 
ſoon be paſſed, and exhorted him to bear this ſmall diſ- 
appointment with a good grace, eſpecially as the houſe 
ſecmed to be well provided for their entertainment, and 
the company ſo much diſpoſed to be ſociable, The 
Capuchin, who bad found his account in cultivating the 
acquaintance of the yourg ſtranger, was not ill pleaſed 
at this event, which might, by protracting the term of 
their intercourſe, yield him ſome opportunity cf profit- 
ing ftill farther by his liberality ; he therefore joined 
Mr Joker in his admonitions, congratulaitng himſelf 
upon the proſpect of enjoying his converſation a little 
longer than he had expected. Our young gentleman 
received a compliment to the ſame purpoſe from the 
I:brew, who had that day exerciſed his gallantry upon 
the French ccquette, and was not without hope of reap- 
ing the fruits of his attention, his rival, the painter, 
9 quite diſgraced and gejeded by the adventure 
of lalt night, As for the doctor, he was too much in- 
groſſed in the contemplation of his own importance, to 
interelt himſelf in the efair, or its conſequences, farther 
than by obſcrving, that the European powers ouzht to 
cabliſh public games, like thoſe that were celebrated 
ot old in Greece; in which caſe, every ſtate would be 
ſopplied with ſach dexterous charioteers, as would drive 
Vox. II. N a machine 
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a machine at full ſpeed, within a hair's breadth of - 


' prectpice, without any danger of its being overthroxn, 


Peregrine could not help yielding to their remonſtrances 
and united complaiſance, for which he thanked them in 
very peiite terms, and his paſſion ſeeming to ſubßde, 


' propoſed that they ſhould amuſe themſelves in walking 


round the ramparts, He hoped to enjoy ſome private 


' converſation with his admired Fleming, who had this 


whole day behaved with remarkable reſerve, The 
propoſal being embraced, he (as uſual) handed her in. 
to the ſtreet, and took all opportunities of promoting 
his ſuit ; but they were attended ſo cloſely by her father 
confeſſor, that he foreſaw it would be impracticable to 
accompliſh his aim, without the connivance of that 
eccleſiaſtic. This he was obliged to purchaſe with a. 
nother purſe, which he offered, and was accepted as a 
charitzble atcnement for his criminal behaviour during 
the interview which the friar had procured for the good 
of his ſoul, This benefaction was no ſooner made, than 
the pious-mend:cant edged off by little and little, till he 
Joined the reſt of the company, leaving his generous pa- 
tron at full liberty to proſecute his purpoſe. It is not 
to be doubted that our adventurer made a good uſe of 
this occaſion : he practiſed a thouſand flowers of rhetoric, 
and actually «xhauſted his whole addreſs, in perſuading 
her to have compaſſion upon his miſery, and irdulge 
kim with another private audience, wi.hout which he 
{hould run diſtracted, and be guilty of extravagances, 
"hich, in the humanity of her diſpofition, ſhe would 
weep to lee, But inftead 0: complying with this re- 
quelt, the chid him ſeverely for his prelumption, in per- 
ſecuting ber with his vicious eddrefſ:s, She aſſured 
him, that although the had ſecured a chamber for hers 
ſelf in this place, becauſe ſhe had no ambition to be 


better acquainted with the other Lady, he would be in 


_— 


— 


the wrong to diſturb her with another noQurnal viſit ; 

\,r fie was determined to deny hin admittance, i he 

lover was comforted by this hint, which he underſtood 
6 * = . > * 0 

1 the true acceptatioa. and his paſhon being inflamed 


41 


* the obſtacles he had met with, his heart beat high. 


th the prot; Yet of poſſcſhon. Thef E raptures of ex. 
pe . produced an in 4 netude, which diſabled him 
z 
from bearing tha: ſhave of the converſation for which he 


11175 


uſcd to be didinguiſhed. His behaviour at ſupper was 
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ihe French coguelle entraps the heart of the Je w, again? 
whom Pallet enters into à conforracy ; by which Pere- 
grine is again diſappointed, and the Hebrew's incon. 
tinence EXP" le, 
LE the French fyren baulked in he 
deen upon ber Englith cully, who was fo eaſily 
Giſheart ed, a aud hug his ears in manttelt deſpondence, 
ne tk of making a v 2vaze that thould 
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re, and unbended his aſpect into a prin that 
I raci1t1:), Uhr painter faw, and was offend. 
| ence, waich he conilered as an 
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inſult upon bis misfortune, as well as an evident prefer. 
ence of his rival; and, conſcious of his own timidity, 
iwallowed an extraordinary glaſs, that his invention 
might be ſimulated, and his re ſolution raiſed to the con- 
trivance and execution cf ſome ſcheme of revenge. The 
wine, however, failed in the expected eff ct, and, with- 
out inſpiring him with the plan, ſerved only to quicken 
his defire of vengeance, ſo that he communicated his 


purpoſe to his friend Peregrine, and begged his afb{ 


tance; but our young gentleman was too intent upon 
his own affair, to mind the concerns of any other per- 
fon, and he declined to be engaged in the project. 
Pallet had recourie to the genius of Pickle's valet de 
chambre, who readily embarke i in the undertaking, 
anc iavenied a plan which was executed accordingly, 

The evening being pretty far advanced, and the 
company ſeparated into their reſpeQive apartments, 
Pickle repaired, in all the impatience of youth and de- 
ſire, to the chamber of his charmer, and finding the 
door unbolted, entered in a tranſport of joy, By the 
light of the moon, which ſhone through the wicdow, 
he was conducted to her bed, which he approached in 
the utmoſt agitation, and perceiving her to all appear- 
ance aſleep, eflayed to wake her with a gentle kiſs; but 
this method proved ineffectual, becauſe ſhe was deter- 
mined to ſave herſelf the confuſion of beiag an accom: 
plice in his guilt. He repeated the application, mur 
mured a moſt paſſionate ſalutation in her ear, and took 
loch other gentle methods of Genifying his preſence, 
as perſKged him that ſlle was reſolved to fleep, in ſpite 
of all his endeavours : fluſhed with this agrecable ſup- 
poſition, he locked the door, in order to prevent inter- 
ruption, and ſtealing himſelf under the clothes, ſet for- 
tune at defiance, while he held the fair creature circled 
his arms, 


Nevyerth claw 
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near as he ſcemed to be to the happy 
accompllihment of his deſire, his hone was again fruſ- 
trated with a fearſul naiſe, winch in a moment axaked 
i Amanda in a fright, and for the preſent engaged all 
his attention. His valet de chambre, whom Pallet had 

niulted as 2 confederate in his revenge againſt the 
4d cf pleaſure and her Jewiſh g llant, had hired of 
talin Bohemians, who clanced to lodge at the inn, a 
14c%-#15 adorned with bells, which, whea every body 


was retired to reſt, and the Hebrew ſuppoſed to he 
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wers in the midi of their mutual ende 'rments; but 
e als, true to his Kind, finding himſelf beftrid Dy an 
CNEnown rider, mitcal of advanciog in obedience to. 
his conductor, retreated backwards to the other end of 
mne panige, in ſpite of all the efforts of the painter, who 
Ipurred and kicked, and num.nelled to no purpoſe. It. 
was the noile of this contention be ween Pallet and the 
als, which iursded the ears of Peregrine and his miſ. 
trels, neither of whom could form the !eait rational con- 


jeclure about the cauſe of ſuch 22 diſturbance, 


which increaſed as the argimals a pproached their apart- 
ment. At length, the R retrogade motion 


was obſtructed by the door, which it forced open in a 
twinkling, with one kick, and entered with luch com- 
2 n of ſound, as terrified the 1 lady almoit iato a 
t, and threw her lover into the utmoſt perplexity and 
confulicn. The painter, finding himſelf thus violently 
intruded into the bed. chamber of he knew not w nom, 
: dreading the reſentment of the : polleſſor, who might 
ieh arge a piſtol at him, as a robber who hed broke in- 
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to his apartment, was overwhelmed with conſternation, 
and redoubled his exertioa to accompliſh a ſpeedy re. 
treat, ſweatiag all the time with fear, and putting up 
on: to heaven for his ſafety ; but his obitinate com- 
panion, regardleſs of his ſituation, inſtead of ſubmitting 
to his conduct began to turn round like a mill-ſtone, 
the united found of his feet and bells producing a moſt 
{urprifing concert. Ihe unfortunate rider, whirlcd a- 
bout in this manner, would have quitted his ſeat, an 

leſt the beait to his own amuſement, but the rotation 


was ſo rapid, that the terror of a ſevere fall hindered 
him from attempting to'diſinount, and, in the deſpera- 
tion of his heart, he ſgized one of its ears, which he 
pinched to uamercifully, that the creature ſct up his 
throat, and brayed aloud, This bideous exclamation 
was no ſooner heard by the fair Fle:uirg, already chil- 
ted with pan!c, and prepared with ſuperſtition, thay, 
believing herſelf viſited by the devil, who was permit— 
ted to puniſli her for her infidelity to the marriage-bed, 


ihe uttered a ſcream, and began to repeat her pater-nol- 


ter with a loud voice, Her lover finding himſelf un- 
der the ncceſlity. of retiring, ſtarted up, and, ſtung with 
the moſt violent pangs of rage and difappointment, ran 
directly to the {pot from whence this diabolical noiſe 
ſeemed to proceed; and encountering the 28, he dif- 
charged ſuch-a volley of blows at him and has rider, 
that the creature carried him off at a round trot, and 
they roared in uniſon all the way, Having thus cleared 
the room of ſuch dilagreeable company, he went back 
to his miſtreſs, and aluring her, that this was only ſome 


foolith prank of Pallet, took Lis leave, with a promiſe 


of returning after the quiet of the inn thould be re- eſta- 
dliſhed. | 

In the mean time, the noiſe of the Bourrique, the 
exics of the painter, and the lady's ſcream, had alarmed 


the 


Went 
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the whole houſe ; and the afs, in the precipitation of 
his retreat, ſeeing people with lights before him, took 
(helter in the apartment for which he was at firſt de- 

ned, jult as the Levite, arouſed at the uproar, had 
guitted his dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his 
own chamber, unperceived. Seeing himſclf oppoſed 
by ſuch an animal, mounted by a tall, meagre, lan- 
thora-jaw'd figure, half naked, with a white night-cap 
upon his head, which added to the natural paleneſs of 


** 
11009 
di 


nis complexion, the Jew was ſorely troubled ja mind 
and believing it to be an aparition of Balaam and his 
als, fled backwards with a nimble pace, and crept un- 
der the bed, where he a concealed, Mr Jolter and 
the prieſt, who were the foremoſt of thoſe who had 
been arouſed by the ncife, were not unmoved when 
they ſaw ſuch a ſpectacle ruſhing into this chamber, 
from whence the lady of pleaſure began to ſhriek. 

The governor made a full halt, and the Capuchin diſ- 
covered no inclivatioa to proceed, They were, howes» 
ver, by the preſſure of the crowd that followed them, 
thruſt forward to the door, through which the vifion 
entered; and there ſolter, with great ceremony, com- 
plimented his reverence with the pas, beſeechiag him 
to walk in. The mendicant was too courteous and 
humble to accept this prebeminence, and a very earneſt 
diſpute enſued ; during which the aſs, in the courſe of 
his circuit, thewed himfelt and rider, and in a trice de- 
cided the conteſt; for, ſtruck with this ſecond glimpſe, 
both, at one inſtant, ſprung backward with ſuch force, 
as overturned their next men, who communicated the 
impulſe to thoſe that ſtood behind them, and theſe a- 
gain to others; ſo that the whole paſſage was ſirewed - 
with a long file of people, that lay in a line, like the 
lequel and dependence of a pack of cards, In the 
m:dlt of this havock, our hero, returning from his own . 
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elf to his rival and the French inamorata, who accord, 
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room with an air of atoniſhment, aſked the cauſe cs 
this uproar. Receiving ſuch hints of intelligence as 
Jolter*s conſternation would permit him to give, he 
ſnatched the candle out of his hand, and advanced into 


E v9 , 
* 2 . — - 
1 * de: 


the haunted ebamber without heſitation, being ſc 


by all preſent, who broke forth into a long and loud pea} 
? 


of laughter, when they perceived the 1:4icrous ſource 
The painter himſelf mede an eſſort 


of their diſquiet. 
but he had been ſo harrowell be 


to join their mir 
fear, and ſmarted ſo much with the pain of the diſcir. 
line he had received from Pickle, that he coald nos, 
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countena ce. His attempt icrved only to increaſe tbe 
— 8 8 Po . . 7 A 
awkwardne(s cf his ſituation, which was not at all mend. 
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ed by the behaviour of the cequette, who, furious with 
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and ſpringing upon him, like another Hecuba, with her 
nails, deprived all one fide of his noſe of the ſlein, pr i 
would not have left him an eye to fee through, if ſome 
ol the company had nat reſcued him from her unmerci. 
ful talons. Provoked at this outrage, as well as by her 
behaviour to him in the Diligence, be publicly explained 
his intention in enteriag her chamber ia this equipage; 
and miſſing ine Hebrew among the ſpectators, aſſured 
them that he muit have abſcouded ſomewhere in the a- 
partment. In purſuance of this intimation, the room was 
immediatcly ſearched, and the mortified Levite pulled 
by the heels from his lurking-place; ſo that Pallet had 
the good fortune at laſt, to transfer the laugh from him- 
| 


jagly underwent the nicdicule of the whole audience, 
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1 Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the my/lery of the treat- 
15 ment he had received, fails out of the frymg pan inte 
95 the fire. 
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N E.vE&THELESS, Pallet was ſtill confounded and cha- 
1 grined by one conſideration, which was no other 
than that of bis having been ſo roughly handled in the 
chamber, belonging (as he found upon inquiry) to the 
Landſome young lady, who was under the Capuchin's 
direction. He ſrecollected, that the door was faſt locked, 
when his beaſt burſt it open; and ble had no reaſon to 
believe that any perſon followed him in his irruption; 
on the other kand, he could not imagine, that ſuch a 
gentle creature would either attempt to ebmuirit, or be 
able to execute ſuch a deſperate aſſault as that which 
lis body had ſuſtained ; and her demeanour was ſo mo- 
deft and circamip:R, that he durit not harbour the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of her virtue, 

Theſe reflections bewildered him in the labyrinth of 
thought; he rummaged his whole imagination, endea- 
vouring to account for what had happened, At length 
he concluded, that either Peregrine, or the devil, or 
both, mult have been at the bottom of the whole affair, 
and determined, for the fatisfaQtion of his curioſity, to 
watch our hero's motions, during the remaining part of 
the night, ſo narrowly, that his conduct, myſterious as 
it was, ſhould not be able to elude his penetration. 

With thele ſentiments, he retired to his own room, 
aſter the afs had been reſlored to the rigut owners, and 
he prieſt had viſied and confirmed his fair ward, who 
4 betn almoſt diſtraded with fear, Silence no ſoon- 


. 
l 
er prevaued again, than he crawled darkling towards 
her 
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her door, and huddled himſelf up in an obſcure corner, 
r 


from whence be might obſerve the ingreſs or egreſs of 


any humane creature. He bed not long remained in 
this poſture, when, fatigued with this adventure, anch 
that of the preceding nig] ht, his faculties were gradunly 
overpowered with ſlumber; and falling fal aſleep, he bc. 
gan to ſnore like a whole congregation of pretbyterians, 
The Flemiſh beauty, hearing this diſcordant noiſe in 
the paſſage, began to be laid of ſome new elarm, and 
very prudently bolted her door; fo that when her lover 
wanted to repeat his viſit, he was not only ſarpriſed 
and incenied at this diſegreeable ſerenade, the author 
of which he did not know; but, when compelled by his 
pailion, which was by this time wound tg the higheſt 
pitch, he ventured to approach the entrance, he had 
the extreme mortiſication to find himſelt ſhut out, IIe 
durſt not knock, or ſignify his preſence in any cther 
manner, on account of the lady's reputation, which 
would lave greatly ſuffered, had tie ſnorer been waked 
Ly his erdeavours. Had he known that the perton 
who thus thwarted his views was the painter, he would 
have taken ſome effectual ſtep to remove him; but he 
could not conceive what faould induce Pallet to take 
up his rcidence in that corner; nor could he uſe the 
aſſiſtance of a light to ditiinguith him, becauſe there was 


— 


not a candle burning in the houſe. 
4 


It is impoſſible to n W the rage and vexation ct 


our bero, while he continued thus tantalized upon the 
brivk of blils, after his defire had been exaſperated by 
the circumſtances of his tao former diſappointments. 
He ejaculated a thoulind excciations agulnſt his own 
fortune, curicd all Lis ſcllow-travellers, without excep- 
tion, vowed revenge agunlt the painter, who had twice 
confounded his molt intercfting ſcheme, and was tempt— 


ed to execute immediate ye! 25 3UCC uppen 1:20 unknowa. 
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cauſe of his preſ-nt miſcarriage. In this agony of dif. 
traction did he ſweat two whole hours in the paſſage, 
though not without ſome faint hope of being delivered 
from his tormentor, who (he imagined) upon waking 
would undoubtedly ſhift his quarters, and leave the 
feld free to his deſigns; but when he heard the cock 
repeat his ſalutation to the morn, which began to open 
on the rear of night, he could no longer reſtrain his in- 
dignation, Going to his own chamber, he filled a baſon 
with cold water, and, ſtanding at ſome diliance,. diſ. 
charged it full in the face of the gaping faorer, who, 
over and above the ſurpriſe occaſioned by the applica- 
tion, was almoſt ſuffocated by the liquor that entered his 
mouth, and ran down into his windpipe. While he gaſ- 
ped like a perſen halt drowned, without Knowing the 
nature of his diſaſter, or remembering the ſituation in 
which he fell aſleep, Peregrine retired to his own door, 
and, to his no ſmall aftogiſhment, from a long howl 
that invaded his ears, learned that the patient was no o- 
ther than Pallet, who had now, for the third time, balk» 
ed his good fortune, 

Enraged at the complicated tre ſpaſſes of this unfor- 
tunate offender, he ruthed from his apartment with a 
horſe-whip, and encountering the painter in his flight, 
overturned him in the paſſage. There he exerciſed the 
inſlrament of his wrath with great ſeverity, on pretence 
of miltaking him for ſome preſumptubus cur which had 
diſturbed the repole of the inn; nay, when he called 
aloud for mercy in a ſupplicating tone, and his chaſ- 
titer could no longer pretend to treat him as a quadru- 
ped, tuch was the virulence of the young gentleman's 
indignation that he could not help declaring bis ſatis- 
faction, by telling Pallet he had richly deſerved the 
puniſhment he had undergone, for his madneſs, folly, 
and impertinence, in contriving and cxecuting ſuch 
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idle ſchemes, as had no other tendency than that of 
plaguing his neighbours, | 7 

Pallet proteſted, with great vehemence, that he was 
as innocent as the child unborn, of any intention to give 
umbrage to any perſon whatever, except the Iſraclite 
end his doxy, who he knew had incurred his diſpleaſure : 
But, as God is my Saviour! (ſaid he) I believe I am 
perſecuted with witchcraft, and begin to think that 
damn'd prieſt is an agent for the devil; for he has 
been but two nights in our company, during which [ 
have not cloſed an eye; but, on the contrary, have been 
tormented by all the fiends cf hell. Pickle peeviſhly 
replied, that his torments had been occaſioned by his 
own fooliſh imagination; and aſked how he came to 
howl in that corner, The painter, who did not think 
proper to own the truth, ſaid, that he had been trar- 
ſported thither by ſome preternatural conveyance, and 
ſouſed in water by an inviſible hand, The youth, in 
hope of profiting by his abſence, adviſed him to retice 
immediately to his bed, and by il:ep ftrive to comfort 
his brain, which ſeemed to be not a little diſordered by 
the want of that refreſhment. Pallet himſelf began to 
be very much of the ſame way of thinking; and, in 
compliance vith ſuch wholeſome counſel, betook him— 
ſelf to reſt, muttering prayers all the way for the reco- 
very of his own underſtanding. 

Pickic attended him to his chamber, and locking him 
up, put the key in his own pocket, that he might not 
have it in his power to interrupt him again; but in his 
return he was met by Mr Jolter and the doctor, who 
had been a i-cond time alarmed by the paiater's cries, 
and come to inquire about this new adventure. Hait 
frantic with ſach a ſeries of diſappointments, he curled 
them in his heart for their unſesſonable appearance. 


When they queſltoned him about Pallet, he told them 
he 
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p be had found him ſtark ſtaring mad, howling in a cor- 
ner. and wet to the ſkin, and conducted him to his 
room. where he was now a bed. The phyſician hear: 


| ing this circumitance, made a merit of his vanity; and, 
vnder pretence of concern fur the patient” weltare, de- 
. MM fired he might have an opportunity of examining the 
# ſymptoms of his diſorder, without lole of time; 
+ MW 2lle ging, that many diteales might have been ſtifled in 
n 1 the birth, which afterwards baffled all the endea- 
[ . vours of the medical art. The young gentleman ac- 
- 4 cordingly delivered che key, and once more withdrew 

into his own chamber, with a view of ſeizing the firit 
: occaſion that thouula preſent ulelf of renewing his ap- 
* plication to his A.nanda's door; while the doctor, in 
K bis way to Pallct's apartment, hinted to the governor 
* his lupicion that the patient laboured under that dread- 


4 = ful ſymptom called the hydrophobia, which he obſerved 
had ſometimes appeared in perſons who had been pre- 


9 | 4 viouily bit by a mad dog. This conjecture he founded 
+ it upon the how] he uttered when he was ſouſed with wa- 
y 7 ter, and began 10 recollect certain circumſtances of the 
o WW £21iter's benaviour tor ſome days paſt, which now he 
in could plainiy perceive had proguoſticated ſome ſuch ca- 


8 jzmity, He then alcribed the diitemper to the violent 
KF irights he had lately undergone; afhrmed that the af. 


fair of the Batile had made ſuch a violent encroach. 
ment upon his underitanding, that his manner ot think- 
m L 3 ; „ 
A ing and Ipeiking was entirely altered. By a theory of 


* A his own invention, he ex;lained the effects of fear upon 
| 4 a loole fyſtem of nerves, and demonſtrated the modus 
in which the animal ſpicits operate upon the ideas and 
power of imagination. 


this dilgquiti.ion, which was communicated at the 
= G © " - * 
hainter's door, night have | breakt a! 
painter d. Ir, nigh nave lalted till brea fait, had not 
Jolter reminded him of his own maxim, Venien. 
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rite morbo ; upon which he put the key to immediate 
uſe, and they walked ſoftly towards the bed, where the 
patient lay extended at full length in the arms of lleep, 
'The phyſician took notice of his breathing hard, and 
his mouth being open; and from theſe diagnoſtics de. , | 
clared, that the liquidum nervoſum was intimately af. 
feed, and the ſaliva impregnated with the ſpeculated 
particles of the virus, how ſoever contracted. This ſen. 
tence was ſtill farther confirmed by the ſtate of his pulſe, 
which being full and flow, indicated an oppreſſed cir. 
culation, from a loſs of elaſticity in the propelling ar. 
teries. He propoſed that he ſhould immediately ſur 
a ſecond aſperſion of water, which wonld not only con- 
#ribute to the cure, but alſo certify them, beyond all 
poſſibility of doubt, with regard to the ſtate of the dil. 
eaſe; for it would evidently appear, from the manner 
in which he would bear the application, whether or not 
his horror of water amounted to a confirmed hydropho. 
bia. Mr Jolter, in compliance with this propolal, be- 
gan to empty a bottle of water, which he found in the 
room, in a baſon; when he was interrupted by ihe pre- 
ſcriber, who adviſed him to uſe the contents of the 
chamber-pot, which being impregnated with ſalt, would J 
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operate more effectually than pure element. Thus di- 
rected, the governor lifted up the veſſel, which was re- 
plete with medicine, and with one turn of his hand, 
diſcharged the whole healing inundatica upon the ill 
omen'd patient, who, waking in tbe utmoſt diſtraction of 
Horror, yelled molt hideoully, juſt at the time when 
Peregrine had brought tis miſtreſs to a parley, and en- 
tertained hopes of being admitted into her chamber. 
Terrificd at this exclamation, the inſtantly broke oft 
the treaty, beſeeching him to retire from the door, that 
Her honour migit receive no injury from his being fourd 


in that place; and he had juſt enough of recollection 
left 
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left to ſee the neceſſity of obeying the order: in con- 
formity to which, he retreated well nigh deprived of 
his ſenſes, and almoſt perſuaded, that ſo many unac- 
countable diſappointments muſt have proceeded from 
ſore ſupernatural cauſe, of which the idiot Pallet was 
no more than the involuntary inſtrument, | 
Meanwhile, doctor having aſcertained the malady 
of the patient, whole cries, interrupted by frequent fobs 
and ſighs, he interpreted into the barking of a dog; 
and having no more ſalt-water at hand, reſolved to re- 
new the bath with ſuch materials as chance could at. 
ford. He actually laid hold of the bottle and bafon; 
but by this time the painter had recovered the ule of 
his ſenſes fo well, as to perceive his drift; and ſtarting 
ap, like a frantic bedlamite, ran directly to his (word, 
wearing, with many horrid imprecations, that he would 
murder them both immediately, if he ſhould be hanged 
before dinner. They did not chooſe to wait the ifſue 


of his threat, but retired with ſuch precipitation, that 


the phyſician had almoſt diflacated his thoulder, by run 
ning againſt one ſide of the entry. Jolter, having pul- 
ied the door after him, and turned the key, betook him- 
telf to fight, roaring aloud for allitance, His col- 
league, ſeeing the door ſecured, valued himſelf upon his 
reſolution, and exhorted him to return, declaring, that 
for his own part, he was mor2 afraid of the madman's 
teeth than of his weapon; and admonithing the governor 
to re-enter, and execute what they had left undone. 
Go in, ſaid he, without fear or apprehenſion, and if 
any accident ſhall happen to you, either from his ſlaver 
or his [word. I will afſiſt you with my advice, which 
from this tation J can more ccoly and diſtinctly admi- 
niiter, than I ſhould be able to iapply, if my ideas were 
diſturbed, or my attention engzged in any perſonal 
concern.“ 


O 2 Jolter 
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Jolter, who could make no objection to the juſt nes 
of the concluſion, frankly owned, that he had no incli. 
nation to try the experiment, obſerving, that ſelf-pre. 
{ſervation was the firſt law of nature; that his conute— 
tions with the happy lunatic were but flight, and that 
it could not be reaſonably expeRted that he would ran 
fuch riſks for his ſervice, as were declined by one who 
had ſet out with him from England on the footing of a 
companion. This infinuation introduced a diſpute upon 
the nature of benevolence, and the moral ſenſe, which 


(the repubiican argued) exile: nents ongy ent of any pi 

vate conhderation, and could never be affected by any 
contigent circumſtance of time and N while the 
other, who abhorred his principles, afterted the duties 


and excellence of private friendſhip with infinite rat 
cour of altercation. 

During the hotteſt of the argument, th 
ed by the Capuchin, who, being aſtoniſhed to hear them 
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1 . 
thus virulenity engaged at the dor, and to hear the 
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ey were join- 


painter bellowing within the chamber, ee a0 
in the name of God, to tell him the cauſe of that con- 
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fuſion which had k. yt t 


larm duriog the beſt part of the night, and ſeemed to 
be the iamediste work of the devil and his angels. 
When the governor gave him to underſtand, that Pallet 
was viſited with an evil ſpicit, he muttered a prayer of 
3t Antonia de Padua, and undertook to cure the pain- 
ter, provided he could be ſecured ſo as that he migat, 


- . . . — — „ 1 
without danger to himlelf, burn part of a certain reli 


»- 


under bis nole, which he aſſured them was «qual to the 
5 ! 5 1 5 2 * 1 
miracu! us power of Elcazer's ring. They exprened 


great curioſity to know what this treaſure was, and the 
pri it was prevailed upon to tell them in conf: * 
that it was a collection of the paring gs of the nails belon 


ing to thoſe two madmen whom jeſus purged of the 
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gion of devils that afterwards entered the ſwine, So 
ſaying, he pulled from one ef his pockets a {mall box, 
containing about an ounce of the parings of an horſe's 
hoof; at fight of which the governor could not help- 
ſmilin's, on account of the groſſneſs of the impoſition, 
The doctor aſked, with a ſupercilious ſmile, whether 
thoſe maniacs whom Jeſus cured, were of the forrel 
complexion, or dapple grey? for, from the texture of 
theſe parings, he would prove, that the original owners 
were of the quadruped order, and even diſtinguiſh that 
their feet had been fortified with hoes of iron. 

The mendicant, who bore an 1nveterate grudge a- 
>4in{t this ſon of /Eſculapius, ever ſince he had made 
ſo free with the catholic religion, replied, with great 
ditternels, that he was a wretch with whom no chriſtian 
ought to communicate; that the vengeance of heaven 
would one day overtake him, on account of bis profa- 
ity; and that his heart was ſhod with a metal much 
:arder than iron, which nothing but hell fire would be 
able to melt. 

It was now broad day, anal all the Trvants of the ion 
were a-toot, Peregrine, ſeeing it would be impoſſible 
to obtain any fort of indemnification for the time he 
nad loft, and the perturbation of his ſpirits hindering 
him from enjoying repoſe, which was, moreover, ob- 
ruQted by the noiſe of Pallet and his attendants, put 
on his clothes at once, and, in, exceeding ill-humour, 
arrived at the ſpot where this triumvirate ſtood debat- 
g about the means of overpowering the furious paĩn- 
ter, who ſtill continued his ſong of oaths and execra- 
tions, and made ſundry efforts to break open the door, 
Chagrined as our hero was, he could not help laughing 
when he heard how the patient had been treated ; and 
his indignation changing into com paſſion, he called to 
bim through the key- hole, defiring to know the reaſon 
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of his diſtracted behaviour. Pallet no ſooner recogni- 
zed his voice, than lowering his own to a whimpering 
tone, © My dear friend! (ſai! he) I have at laſt detec- 
ted the ruffians who have perſecuted me ſo much, k 
caught them in the fact of ſuffocating me with cold wa- 
ter; and, by the Lord! I will be revenged, or may I 
never live to finiſh my Cleopatra, For the love of 
God! open the door. and I will make that conceited 
pagan, that pretender to taſte, that falſe devotee of the 
ancients, who poilons people with fillykicabies and de- 
vil's dung; I fay, I will make him a monument of my 
wrath, and an example to all the cheats and impoitors 
of the faculty : and as for that thick-headed inſolent pe- 
Cant his confederate, who emptitd my own jordan upon 
me while I ſlept, he had better have been in his belo- 
ved Paris, botching ſchemes for his friend the pretender, 
than incurred the effedts of my feſentnent. Gadſbodi- 
kins! I won't leave him a wiad-pipe for the hang man 
to ſtop at the end of another rebellion.” 

Pickle told him, that his conduct had been fo extra- 
vagant, as to confirm the whole company 1a.the belief 
that he was actually deprived of his ſenſes; on which 
ſuppoſition, Mr Jolter and the doctor had atted the part 
of iriends, in doing that which they thought molt con- 
ducive to his recovery; ſo that their concern merited 
his thankful acknowledg ment, inſtead ot his frantic me- 
naces; that for his own part, he would be the firſt to 
condemn him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, and give 
orders for his being ſecured as a madman, unleſs he 
would immediately give proof of his ſani y, by laying 
aſide his word, compoſing his ſpirits, and thanking his 
injercd friends tor their care of his perlon. 

This alternative quieted his tranſports in a moment; 
he was terrified at the apprehenßon of being treated 
like a bedlamite, being dubious of the Rate of his own 

brain; 
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brain; and, on the other hand, had conceived ſuch an: 
horror and antipathy for his tormentors, that, far from 
believing himſelf obliged by what they had done, he 
could not even think of them without the utmoſt rage 
and deteſtation. He, therefore, in the molt tranquil 
voice he could aſſume, proteſted, that he never was leſs 
out ef his ſenſcs than at preſent, though he did not know 
how long he might r:taia them, if he ſhould be con- 
fidered id the light of a lunatic : that in order to prove 
his being compos mentts, he was willing to facrifice the 
reſentment he july harboured again thoſe who, by 
their malice, had brought him to this pals; but as he 
apprehended it would be the greatcli ſigu of madneſs 
he could exhibit, to thank them for the milcliets they 
had brought upon him, he deüred to be excuſed from 
making any ſuch conceſlion; and ſwore he would en- 
dure eyery thing, rather than be guilty of ſuch mean 
abiurdity. 

Peregrine held a conſultation upon this reply, when 


| 


the governor and phyſician ftrenuvully argued againſt 
any Capitulation with tae maniac, and propoſed that ſome 
method might be taken to icize, fetter, and convey him 
into a dark room, where he might be treated according 
to the rules of art. But the capuchin, undertanding 
the circumſtances ot the cale, undertook to reſtore him 
to his former Hate, without having any recourſe to ſuch 
violent meaſures, Pickle, who was a better judge of 
the affair than any perſon preſent, opened the door 
without farther heſitation, and diſplayed the poor paint- 
er landing wita a woful countenance, ſhivering in his 
ſhirt, which was as wet as it it had been dragged through 
the Dender ; a fyectacle which gave ſuch offence to the 
chaſle eyes of the Hebrew's mittreſs, who was by this 
time one of the ſpectators, that the turned her head a- 
nother 
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nother way, and withdrew to her on room, exclaiming 
againſt the indecent practices of men, 

Pallet, ſeeing the young gentleman enter, ran to him, 
and, ſhaking him by the hand, called him his beft 
friend, and ſaid he had reſcued him from thoſe who 
had a defign againſt his life. The prieſt would have 
produced his parings, and applied them to his noſe; 
but he was hindered by Pickle, who adviſed the pati- 
ent to ſhift himſelf and put on his clothes. This being 
done with great order and deliberation, Mr Jolter, who, 
with the doctor, had kept at a wary diftance, in expec- 
tation of ſeeing ſome ſtrange effects of his diſtraction, 
began to believe that he had been guilty of a miſtake, 
and accuſed the phyſician of having miſled him by his 
falſe diagnoſt ic. The doctor ſtill inſiſted upon his for- 
mer declaration; aſſuring bim, that although Pallet en- 
joyed a ſhort interval for the preſent, the delirium 
would foon recur, unlefs they would profit by this mo— 
mentary calm, and order him to be blooded, bliſtered, 
and purged, with all imaginable diſpatch. 

The governor, however, notwithſtanding this caution, 
advanced to the injured party, and begged pardon for 
the ſhare he had in giving him ſuch difturbance. He 
declared, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he had no 
other intention than that of contributing towards his 
welſare, and that his betavionr was the refalt of the 
phylician's preſcription, which he affirmed was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for the recovery of his hea[th, 

The painter who had very little gall in his diſpoſi- 
tion, was ſatisfied with this apology ; but his reſentment 
which was before divided, now plowed with double fire 
againſt his firſt fellow-traveller, whom he looked upon 
as the author of all the milchances he had undergone, 
and marked out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet 


the doors of reconciliation were not ſhut againſt the 
doctor, 
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doctor, who, with great juſtice, might have transferred 
this load of offence from himſelf to Peregrine, who 
was, without doubt, the ſource of the painter's misfor- 
lune; but, in that caſe, he muſt have owned himſelf 
miltaken in his medical capacity; and he did not think 
the friendihip of Pallet important enough to be retrieve 
ed by ſuch condeſcenſion; fo that he reſolved to ne. 
glect him entirely, and gradually forget the former cor- 
reſpondence he had maintained with a perſon whom he. 


4ccmed fo unworthy of his notice, 


HAF 


Peregrine, almaſt difirafted with his diſappointinents, con- 
Jures the fair Fleming te permit bis vi/its at Bruſſels. 
She withdraws from his purſuit. 

Fiss being thus adjuſted, and all the company 

* dretied, they weat to breakfait about five in the 
morning; and in leſs than an hour after were ſeated in 
the Diligence, where a profound filence prevailed, 

I'cregrine, who» ſed to be the life of the ſociety, being 

exceedingly penſive and melancholy on account of his 

miſhap, the Iſraclite and his Dulcinea dejected ia con- 
lequence of their diſgrace, the poet abſorbed in lofty 
meditation, the painter in ſchemes of revenge, while Jol- 
ter, rocked by the motion of the carriage, made himſelf 
amends for the want of reſt he had ſuitained, and the 
moendicant, with his fair charge, were infected by 
ne cloudy aſpect of our youth, in whoſe diſappoint- 


- 
[| 


ment each of them, for different reaſons, bore no incon- 
le ſhare, This general languor ard receſs from 
ail bodily exerciſe, diſpoſed them all to receive the 


gentle 


11G era 


166 THE ADVENTURES OF 


gentle yoke of ſlumber; and in half an hour after 
they had embarked, there was not one of them a- 
wake, except our hero and his miftreſs, unleſs the Ca- 
puchin was pleaſed to counterfeit ſleep, in order to 
indulge our young gentleman with an opportunity of 
enjoying ſome private converſation with his beauteous 
Ward, 

Peregrine did not neglect the occaſion; but, on the 
contrary, ſeized the firit minute, and, in gentle mur- 
murs, lamented his hard hay in being thus the ſport of 
fortune, He aſſured her, (and that with great finceri- 
ty) that all the creſs-accidents of his life had not coſt 
him one half of the vexation and keenneſs of chzgrin 
which he had ſuffered laſt night; and that, now he was 
on the brink of parting from her, he would be over- 
whelmed with the blackeit deſpair, if ſhe would not 
extend her compaſſion ſo far as to give him an op- 
portunity of fighing at her feet in Bruſſels, during the 
few days his affairs would permit him to ſpend in that 
City, 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, ex- 
preſſed her ſorrow for being the innocent cauſe of his 
anxiety; ſaid, ſhe hoped laſt night's adventure would 
be a ſalutary warning to both their ſus; for the was 
perſuaded, that her virtue was protected by the inter- 
vention of Heaven; that whatever impreſſion it might 
have made upon him, ſhe was enabled by it to adhere 
to that duty from which her paſſion had begun to [werve; 
and, beſeeching him to forget her for his own peace, 
gave him to underſtand, that neither the plan ſhe had 
laid down fox her own conduct, nor the dictates of her 
honour, would allow her to receive his viſits, or carry 
on any other correſpondence with him while ſhe was 
reſtricted by the articles of her marriage-vow. 


This explanation produced ſuch a violent effect upon 
ber 
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her admirer, that he was for ſome minutes deprived of 
the faculty of ſpeech; which he no ſooner recovered, 
than be gave vent to the moſt unbridled tranſports of 
paſſion, He taxed her with barbarity and indifference; 
told her that the had robbed him of his reaſon and in- 
ternal peace; that he would follow her to the ends of 
the earth, and ceaſe to live, ſooner than ceaſe to love 
her; that he would ſacrifice the innocent fool who had 
been the occaſion ef all this diſquiet, and murder every 
man whom he conſidered as an obitruction to his views, 
In a word, his paſſions, which had continued ſo long in 
a tate of the higheit fermentation, together with the 
want of that repoſe which calms and quiets the pertur- 
bation of the (ſpirits, bad wrought him up to a pitch 
of real diſtraction, While he uttered theſe delirious 
expreſſions, the tears ran down his cheeks; aud he un- 
derwent ſuch agitation, that the tender heart of the fair 
Fleming was affected with his condition; and, while 
her own face was bedewed with the ſtreams of ſympa- 
thy, ſhe begged him, for Heaven's ſake, to be compo. 
ſed ; and promiſed, tor his {atistaction, to abate fomewnat 
of the rigour of her purpoſe, Conſoled by this kind 
declaration, he recollected himſelf; aud taking out his 
pencil, gave her his addrels, when ſhe had aſſured him 
that he ſhould hear from her in four-and-twenty hours 
at fartheſt after tneir ſeparation. 

Thus ſcothed, he regained the empire of himſelf, 
and, by degrees, recovered his terenity, But this was 
not the cale with his Amanda, who, from this ſample 
of his diſpoſition, dreaded the impetuoſity of his youth, 
and was effectually deterred from entering into any en- 
gage ments that light ſubject her peace and reputation 
to the raſh effects ot ſuch a violent Ipirit. Though ihe 
was captivate by his perſon and accompliſhments, ſhe 
had rellection enough to foreſee, that the longer the 
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eouptenanced his paſſion, her own heart would be more 
and more irretrievably engaged, and the quiet-of her 
life the more expoſed to continual interruption. She 
therefor. profited by theſe corfiderations, and a ſenſe 
of religious honour, which helped her to withitand the 
ſuggeitions of inclination ; ard reſolved to amuſe her 
lover with falſe hopes, until the mould have it in her 
power to rehrquiſh bis conver'ation, without running 
any riſk of ſoft. ring by the incor fiderate ſallies of his 
love, It was with this view that the defired he would 
not inſiſt upon attending her to her mother's houſe 
when the Diligence arrived at Bruſſels; and he, cajoled 
by her artifice, took a formal leave ot her, together with 
the other ſtrangers, fixing his huhitation at the inn to 
which he ard nis n had been directed, 
in the impatient exp ctation of receiving a kind ſam— 
mons from her within the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, hc 
went to ſec the ſtadt! 1o0ule, park . nnd arſenal, took a 
iuperficial view of the bookſellers? cabinet of curiofitics, 
and ſpent the evening at the lia opera, which was 
at that time exhibited for the entertainment of Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, then governor of the Low Coun- 
tries. In ſhort, the ſtated period was almoſt elapled, 
when Peregrine received a letter to this purpoſe: 


"DK, 
F you knew what violence I do my own heart, in de- 
claring that J have withdrawn myſelf for ever from 
your addreſſes, you would ſurely applaud the ſacrifice 
I make to virtue, and firive to imitate this example ol 
ſelf denial. Les, Sir heaven hath lent me grace to 


ſtruggle wi h my guilty paſſion, and henceforth to avoid 
'heretore 


the dangerous tight of him who inſpired it, | 
conjure you, by the regard you ought to have tor the 
eternal 


-- 
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eternal welfare of us both, as well as by the eſteem and 
affection you profeſs, to war with your unruly inclina- 
tisn, and defiſt from all attempts of fruſtrating the 
jaudable reſolution I have made. Seek not to inyade 
the peace of one who loves you, to diſturb the quiet of- 
a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the 
thoughts of a weak woman from a deſerving man, who, 
by the moſt ſacred claim, ought to have the full poſ- 


Ton of her heart.” 


This billet, without either date or ſubſcription, ba- 
iſhed all remaios of diſcretion from the mind of our 


211 


hero, who ran inſtantly to the landlord in all the ecſtaſy 
of m:dneſs, and demanded to fee the meſſenger who 
brought the letter, on pain ci putting his whole family 
to the ſword. The inn-keeper, terrified by his looks 
and menac-s, fell upon his Knees, proteſting, in the 
fice of heaven, that he was utterly ignorant and inno- 
cent of any thing that could give him offence, and that 
the billet was brought by a perſon whom he did not 
now, and who retired immediately, ſaying, it required 
no anſwer, He then gave utterence to his fury, in a 
thouſand imprecations and invectives againft the writer, 
whom he diſhonoured with the appellations of a co- 
guette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by means of a pimping 


vengeance againſt the mendicint, whom he ſwore he 
would deitroy 11 ever he ſhould ſet eyes on him. again. 
The painter unluckily appcaring during this paroxyim 
of rage, he ſeized him by the throat, laying, he wag 
ruined by his accuried folly; and, in all likeliboud, 
poor Pallet wonld have been itr:ngled, had not Jolter 
interpoſed in his behalf, beſceching his pupil to have 
mercy upon the ſufferer, and, with infinite anxiety, de- 
liring to know the cauſe of this violent aſſault. He 

Voz, II. P | received 
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received no anſwer, but a ſtring of incoherent curſes. 
When the painter, with unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, took 
God to witneſs, that he had done nothing to diſoblige 
him, the governor began to think, in fad earneſt, that 
Peregrine's vivacity had at length riſen ta the tranſports 
of actual madneſs, and was himſelf almoſt diſtraded 
with this ſuppoſition, That he might the better judge 
what remedy ought to be applied, he uſed his whole 
influence, and practiſed all his eloquence upon the 
youth, 1n order to learn the immediate cauſe of his de- 
lirium. He employed the moſt pathetic intreaties, and 
even ſhed tears in the courſe of his ſupplication ; ſo that 
Pickle (the firſt violence of the hurricane being blown 
over) was aſhamed of his own imprudence, and retired 
to his chamber, in order to recollect his diſhpated 
thoughts: there he ſhut himſelf up, and, for the ſecond 
time, peruſing the fatal epiſtle, began to waver in his 
opinion of the author's character and intention, He 
ſometimes conſiderd her as one of thoſe nymphs, who, 
under the maſk of innocence and ſimplicity, prattiſe 
upon the hearts and purſes of unwary and unexperien— 
ced youths, This was the ſuggeſtion of his wrath, in- 
flamed by diſappointment ; but when he reflected upon 


the circumſtances of her behaviour, and recalled her 
particular charms to his imagination, the ſeverity of his 


cenſure gave way, and his heart declared in favour of 
her fincerity, Yet even this conſideration aggravated 
the ſenſe of his loſs, and he was in danger of relapſing 
into his former diſtraction, when his paſſion was à little 
becalmed by the hope of ſeeing her again, either by 
accident, or in the courſe of a diligent and minute in- 
quiry, which he forthwith reſolved to ſet on foot. He 
had reaſon to believe, that her own heart would eſpoule 
his cauſe, in ſpite of her virtuous determinativn, and 


did not deſpair of meeting with the Capuchin, whole 
good 
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good offices he knew he could at any time command. 
Comforted with theſe reflections, the tempeſt of his 
ſoul ſubſided. In leſs than two hours he joined his 
company with an air of compoſure, and aſked the paint« 
er's forgiveneſs for the freedom he had taken, the cauſe 
of which he promiſed hereafter to explain. Pallet was 
glad of being reconciled on any terms to one whoſe 
countenance ſupported him in æquilibrio with his an- 
tagoniſt the doctor; and Mr Jolter was rejoiced beyond 
meaſure at his pupil's recovery, 


CH AF! MR 


Peregrine meets with Mrs Hornbeck, and is conſoled 
for his loſs. Hes valet de chambre is embroiled with 
her duenna, whom, however, he finds means to 4 


peaſe. 


"VERY thing having thus reſumed its natural chan- 
nel, they dined together in great tranquillity. In 
the afternoon, Peregrine, on pretence of ſtaying at home 
to write letters while his companioas were at the coffee- 
houſe, ordered a coach to be called, and with his valet 
de chambre, who was the only perſon acquainted with 
the preſent ſtate of his thoughts, ſet out for the pro- 
menade, to which all the ladies of faſhion reſort in the 
Evening, during the ſummer ſeaſon, in hopes of ſeeing. 
nis fugitive among the reſt, 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and narrowly 
oblerved every female in the place, he perceived at 
lome diſtance the livery of .Horabeck, upon a lackey 
that flood at the back of a coach; upon which he or- 
vered his man to reconnoitre the ſaid carriage, while he 


P 2 pulled 
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pulled up his glaſſes, that he might not be diſcovered 
before he ſhould have received {ome intelligence, by 
which he might conduct himſelf on this unexpected 
occaſion, that already began to interfere with the pur. 
pole of his coming thither, though it could not Gif. 
pute his attention wita the idea of his charming un- 
known. | 

His Mercury having made his obſervations, reported, 
that there was nobody in the coach, but Airs Horn- 
beck, and an elderly woman, who had all the air of a 
Guenna, and that the ſervant was not the ſame foot:;man 
who had attended them in France. Encouraged by 
this information, our hero ordered himſelf to be driven 
cloſe up to that fide of their convenience on which his 
eld miſtreſs fat, and accuſted her with the uſual ſaluta. 
tion. This lady no ſooner beheld her gallant, than 
her cheeks reddened with a double glow ; and the ex- 
claimed, Dear brother, I'm overj»yed to ſee you! 
Pray come into our coach.” He took the hint imme- 
diately, and, complying with her requeſt, embraced 
this new filter with great affection. 

Perceiving that her attendant was very much ſar- 
priled and alarmed at this unexpected meeting, ſhe, in 
order to baniſh her ſuſpicion, and, at the fame time, 
give her lover his cue, told him, that his brother (mean- 
ing her buſband) was gone to the Spa for a few weeks, 
by the advice of phylicians, on account of his ill ſtate 
of health; and that, from his laſt letter, (he had the 
pleaſure to tell him, he was in a fair way of doing well. 
The young gentleman expreſſed his ſatisfaction at this 
piece of neivs, obſerving, with an air cf fraternal con- 
cern, that if his brother bad not made too free with 
his conl!itution, his friends in England would have had 
no occalion to replae at his abſence and want of health, 
by which he was baniihed from his owa country and 
connections, 
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connections. He then aſked, with an affeQation of 1 
: 4 ſurpriſe why ſhe had not accompanied her ſpouſe; and 1 
| i was given to underſtand, that his tenderneſs of affection b ; 
would not ſuſfer hin to expoſe her to the fatigues of S. 
9 the journey, which lay among rocks that were almoſt 9 q 
S inacceſſible. [i | 
+ The duenna's doubts being eaſed by this preamble 4 
| 11 of converſation, he changed the ſubject to the pleaſures 94 | 
B of the place, and, among other ſuch queſtions, inquired 1 
| + if ſhe had as yet viſited Verſailles? This is a public + 
1 houſe, ſituated upon the canal, at the diſtance of about 8 
| two miles from town, and accommodated with tolerable 
| * gardens for the entertainment of company. When ſhe 
5 replied in ahe neguive, he propoſed to accompany her 
thither immediately; but the governante, who had hither- 
Fi to ſat ſilent, objected to this propofal ; telling them, in 
1 broken Englith, that, as the lady was under her care, 
duc could not anſver to Mr Hornbeck for allowing her 
ts viſit ſuch a ſuſpicious place. “ As for that matter, 
Madam, (ſaid the confident gallant) give yourſelf no 
N trouble, the conſequence ſhall be at my peril, and I 


5 will undertake to infure you againſt my brother's re- 
ſentment,” So ſaying, he directed the coachman to 
the piace, and ordered his own to follow, under the au- 
ſpices of his valet de chambre while the old gentle. 
woman, over-ruled by his aflurance, quietly ſubmitted - 
to his authority, 

Being arrived at the place, he handed the ladies 
from the coach, and then, for the firit time, obſerved 
that the duenna was lame, a circumſtance of which he 
did not [crupte to take the advaatage; for they had 
ſcarce alighted, and drank a glaſ, of wine, when he ad- 
viſed his fitter to enjoy a walk in the garden: and, al- 
though the attendant made ſhift to Keep them almoſt 
always in view, they enjoyed a detached converſation, - 
P 3 in 
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in which Peregrine learnt, that the true cauſe of her 
being left behind at Bruſſels, whilſt her huſband pro- 
ceeded to Spa, was his dread of the company and fa- 
miliarities of that place, to which his jealouſy durſt not 
expole her; and that ſhe had lived three weeks in a 
convent at Liſle, from which (he was delivered by his 
own free motion, becauſe indeed he could no longer ex- 
iſt without her company; and, laſtly, our lover under- 
ſtood that her governante was a mere dragon, who had 
been recommended to him by a Spaniſh merchant, 
whole wife the attended to her dying day; but ſhe 
very much queſtioned whether or not her fidelity was 
proof enough againſt money and ſtrong waters, Pere- 
grine aſſured her the experiment ſhould be tried before 
parting ; and they agreed to paſs the night at Verſailles, 
provided his endeavours ſhould ſucceed, 

Having exerciled themſelves in this manner, until 
his duenna's ſpirits were pretty much exhauſted, that 
the might be the better diſpoſed to recruit them with 
a glaſs of liqueur, they returned to their apartment, 
and the cordial was recommended and received in a 
bumper; but as it did not produce ſuch a viſible alter- 
ation as the ſanguine hopes of Pickle had made him ex- 
pect, and the old gentlewoman obſerviug that it began 
to be late, and that the gates would be ſhut in a little 
time, he filled up a parting glaſs, and pledged her in equal 
quantity, Her blood was too much chilled to be warm- 
ed even by this extraordinary doſe, which made im- 
mediate innovation in the brain of our youth, who, in 
the gaiety of his imagination, overwhelined this She- 
Argus with ſuch profuſion of gallantry, that ſhe was 
more intoxicated with his expreſſions than with the 
ſpirits the had drank. When, in the courle of toying, 
he dropt a purſe into her boſom, ſhe feemed to forget 


now the night wore, and, with the approbation of ber 
| charge 
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eharge, aſſented to his propoſal of having ſomething 
for ſupper. 

This was a great point which our adventurer had 
gained, and yet he plainly perceived that the gover- 
nante miſtook his meaning, by giving herſelf credit for 
all the paſſion he had profeſſed. As this error could 
de rectified by no other means than thoſe of plying 
her with the bottle, until her diftinguithing faculties 
mould be overpowered, he promoted a quick circula- 
tion. She did him jultice, without any manifeſt ſigns 
of inebriation, ſo long. that his own eyes began to reel 
in the ſockets; and he found that, before his ſcheme 
could be accompliihed, he ſhould be effectually unfitted 
for all the purpoſes of love. He therefore had recourſe 
to his valet de chambre, who underſtood the hint as 
ſoon as it was given, and readily undertook to perform 
the part of which his maſter had played the prelude. 
This affair being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, aud the night 
at odds with morning, he took an opportunity of im- 
parting to the ear of this aged Dulcinea a kind whiſper, 
importing a promile- of viſiting her when his fifter 
mould be retired to her own chamber, and an earneſt 
defire of leaviag her door unlocked. 

1 his agreeable intimation being communicated, he 
conveyed a caution of the fame nature to Mrs Horn- 
beck, as he led her to her apartment; and darkneſs and 
lence no ſooner prevailed in the houſe, than he and 
his truſty ſquire ſet out on their different voyages. E- 
very thing would have ſucceeded according to their 


with, had not the valet de chambre ſuffered himſelf to 


fall afleep at the fide of his enamorata, and in the agita- 
tion of a violent dream, exclaimed in a voice ſo unlike 
that of her ſuppoſed adorer, that ſhe diſtinguiſhed the 
difference at once, Waking him with a pinch and a 
loud {urick, the threatened to proſecute him for a rape, 
and 
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and reviled him with all the epithets her rage and dif. 
appointment could ſuggeſt, 


The Frenchman finding himſelf detected. behaved 


with great temper and addreſs: he begged ſhe would 
compoſe herſelf on account of her own reputation, which 
was extremely dear to him; proteſting, that he had a 
moit inviolable eſteem for her perſon. His repreſenta- 
tions had weight with the duenna, who, upon recollec- 
tion, comprehended the whole affair, and thought it 
would be her intereſt to bring matters to an accommo- 
dation. She, therefore, admitted the apologies of her 
bed-fellow, provided he would promiſe to atone by 
marriage for the injury ſhe had ſuſtained ; and in this 
particular he ſet her heart at eaſe by repeated vows, 
which he uttered with ſurpriſing volubility, though 
without any intention to perform the leaſt tittle of their 
conte::ts, 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her exclama- 
tion, and run to the door with a view of internoſing 
according to the emergency of the caſe, overhearing the 
affair thus compromiſed, returned to his miſtreſs, who 
was highly entertained with an account of what had 

aſſed, foreſeeng that, for the future, ihe ſhould be un- 
der no difficulty or reſtriction from the ſeverity of her 


guard. 
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Hornbeck is informed of his wife's adventure with 
Peregrine, for whom he prepares a flratagem, which 
is rendered ineffetual by the information of Pipes. 
The huſband ts ducked for his inteniton, and our hero 
apprebended by the patrole. 


HERE was another perſon, however, ſtill ungain- 
ed; and that was no other than her foot-man, 
whoſe ſecrecy our hero attempted to ſecure in the morn- 
ing by a handſome preſent, which he received with 
many profeſſians of gratitude and devotion to his ſer- 
vice; yet this complaiſance was nothing but a cloak u- 
ſed to diſguiſe the deſign he harboured of making his 
Maler acqdainted with the whole tranſadtion. Iod | 
this lacquey had been hired, not only as a ſpy upon his 
miſtreſs, but alſo as a check on the conduct of the go- 
vernante, with a promiſe of ample reward, if ever he 
ſtould diſcover any ſiniſter or ſuſpicious practices in 
tne courſe of her behaviour. As for the footman whom 
they had brought from England, he was retained in at- 
tendance upon the perſon of his maſter, whoſe confidence 
ne had-loit, by adviſing him to gentle methods of re- 
claiming his lady, when her irregularities had ſubjected 
her to his wrath, 

The Flemilh valet, in conſequence of the office he 
had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by the firit poſt, 
giving an exact detail of the adventure at Verſailles, 
with tuch a deſcription ef the pretended brother, as left 
the huſband no room to think he could be any other 
perlon than his firſt diſhonourer ; and exaſperated him 
to fuch a degree, that he relolved to lay an ambuſh for 
this invader, and at once diſqualify him from diſturb- 
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ing his repoſe, by maintaining farther correſpondence 
with his wite, 

Meanwhile, the lovers enjoyed themſelves without 
reſtraint, and Peregrine's plan of inquiry after his dear 
unknown was for the preſent poſtponed. His fellow. 
travellers were confounded at his myſterious motions, 
which filled the heart of Jolter with anxicty and terror, 
The careful conductor was fraught with ſuch experience 
of his pupil's diſpoſition, that he trembled with the ap- 
prehenſion of ſome ſudden accident, and lived in con- 
tinual alarm, like a man that walks under the wall of a 
nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy any alleviation of 
bis fears, when, upon telling the young gentleman that 
the reſt of the company were deſirous of departing for 
Antwerp, he anſwered, they were at liberty to conſult 
their own inclinations: but, for his own part, he was 
reſolved to ſtay in Bruſſels a few days longer. By this. 
declaration the governor was confirmed in the opinion 
of his having ſome intrigue upon the anvil. In the bit- 
terneſs of his vexation, he took the liberty of ſignifying 
kis ſuſpicion, and reminding him of the dangerous di- 
lemmas to which he had been reduced by his former. 
precepitation, 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and promi- 
ſed to behave with ſuch circumſpection as would ſcreen 
him from any troubleſome conſequences for the future ; 
but, nevertheleſs, behaved that ſame evening in ſuch 3 


manner, as plainly ſhewed, that his prudence was no— 
, P ' P 


thing elſe than vain ſpeculation. He had made an ap- 
pointment to ſpend the night, as uſual, with Mrs Hora— 
beck; and about nine o'clock haſtened to her lodgings, 
when he was accolted in the ſtreet by his old diſcarded 


friend Thomas Pipes, who, withaut any other preamble, 


told him, that for all that he had turned him adrift, he 


did not chooſe to ſee him run full ſail into his enemy's 
harbour, 


* at 
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harbour, without giving him trmely notice of the dan- 
ger, © Pl tell you what, (ſaid he), mayhap you think 
J want to curry favour, that I may be taken in tow a- 
gain; if you do, you have made a miſtake in your rec- 
koning, I am old enough to be laid up, and have 
wherewithal to keep my plots from the weather. But 
this here is the affair: I have known you fince you was 
no higher than a marlintpike, and ſhouldn't care to ſce 
you deprived of your rigging at theſe years: whereby 
Jam informed, by Hornbeck's man, whom I this after- 
noon fell in with by chance, as how his maſter has got 
intelligence of your boarding his wife, and has ſteered 
piivatcly into this port, with a large compliment of 
hands, in order, d'ye ſee, to ſecure you while you are 
under the hatches. Now, if ſo be as how you have a 
mind to give him a ſalt eel for his ſupper, here am I, 
without hope of fee or reward, ready to ſtand by you 
as long as my timbers will ſtick together; and if I ex- 
pc& any recompence, may I be bound to eat oakhum 
and drink bilge-water for life.“ 

Startled at this information, Peregrine examined him 
upon the particulars of his diſcourſe with the lacquey; 
and when he underſtood that Hornbeck's intelligence 
ilowed from the canal of his Flemiſh footman, he belie-. 
ved every circumſtance of Tom's report, thanked him 
tor this warning, and after having reprimanded him for 
his miſbehaviour at Liſle, aſſured him that it ſhould be 
bis own fault if ever they ſhould part again. He then 
deliberated with himſelf whether or not he ſhould re- 
tort the purpoſe upon his ad verſary; but when he con- 
lidzred that Hornbeck was not the aggreſſor, and made 
that unhappy huſband's caſe his own, he could not help 
acquitting his intention of revenge; though, in his opi- 
nion, it ought to have been executed in a more honours 
able manner; and thefore he determined to chaſtiſe him 
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for his want of ſpirit, Nothing ſurely can be more in- 
folent and unjuſt than this determination, which indu— 
ced him to puniſh a perſon for his want of courage to 
redreſs the injury which he himſelf had done to his re- 
putation and peace; and yet this barbarity of deciſion 
is authorized by the opinion and practice of mankind, 
With theſe ſentiments he returned to the inn, and 
putting a pair of piſtols in his poket, ordered his valet 
de chambre and Pipes to follow him at a ſmall diſtance, 
ſo as that they ſhould be within call, in caſe of neceſſity, 
then noſted himſelf within thirty yards of his dulcinea's 
door. There he had not been above half an hour, when 
he perceived four men take their ſtation, on the other 
fide, with a view, as he gueſſed, to watch for his going 
in, that he might be taken unawares, But when they 
had tarried a conſiderable time in that corner, without 
reaping the fruits of their expectation, their leader, 
periuaded that the gallant had. gained admittance by 
ſome ſecret means, approached the door with his fol- 
lowers, who, according to the inſtructions they had re- 
ceived, no ſooner {aw it opened, than they ruſhed in, 
leaving their employer in the ſtreet, where he thought 
his perſon would be leaſt endangered Our adventu— 
rer ſecing him alone, advanced with ſpeed, and clap- 
ping a piſtol to his brealt, commanded him to follow 
his footſteps, without noiſe, on pain of immediate 
death. 
Terrified at this ſudden apparition, Hornbeck obey- 
ed in ſilence; and in a few minutes they arrived at the 
quay, where Pickle halting, gave him to underſtand that 
he was no ſtranger to his villanous deſign; told him, 
that if he conceived himſelf injured by any circumltance 
of his conduct, he would now give him an opportunity 
of relenting the wrong in a manner becoming 2 man of 
honour, “ You have a two:d about you, (ſaid ne), 
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er if yon don't chooſe to put the affair on that iſſue, 
here's a brace of piſtols, take which you pleaſe.” Such 
an addreſs could not fail to diſconcert a man of his 
== carafter. After ſome heſitation, he, in a faultering 
accent, denied that his defign was to mutilate Mr 
35 Pickle, but that he thought himſelf entitled to the be- 
Co nefit of the law, by which he would have obtained a 
divorce, if he could have procured gvidence of his wife's 
= infidelity; and, with that view, he had employed peo- 
BZ ple to take advantage of the information he had recei- 
ved, With regard to this alternative, he declined it 
entirely, becauſe he could not ſee what ſatisfaction he 
ſhould enjoy in being thot through the head, or run 
through the lungs, by a perſon who had already wrong- 
ed him in an irreparable manner. Laſtly, his fear made 
him propoſe that the affair ſhould be left to the arbitra- 
tion of two creditable men, altogether unconcerned in 
the diſpute. 

To theſe remonſitrances Peregrine replied in the ſtile 
of a hot headed young man, conſcious of his own une 
juſtifiable behaviour, that every gentlemaa ought to be 
a judge of his own hoaour, and therefore he would ſub- 
mit to the deciſion of no umpire whatſoever; that he 
would f.rgive his waat of courage, which might be a 
| natural infirmity, but this mean diſſimulation he could 

5 10t pardon; that, as he was certified of the raſcally in- 
tent of his ambuſcade, by undoubted jatelligence, he 


F would treat him, not with a rctaliation of his own 
y 2 treachery, but with ſuch indignity as a ſcoundre!-Yee 
: ferves to {uffer, unleſs he would make one effort ts main- 
tain tne character he ailumed in life; fo ſaying, he a- 
gata preiented his piſtol, which being rejected as before, 
ne called his two minitters, and ordered them to duck 
h: 1 i, hc Cana. 

This command was pronounced and executed almoſt 


Vor. II. 2 in 


. 


—- 


; 
7 - * : "Ix "Rx, 22 on 2 . * 0 * - 3 8 1 N 
5 \ a — — ? FR — . . Fn , . — wot 5s 1 F F 
— E r nt *. * "LH by * 27 E's r Gn W 1 q ey 3 0 2 4 
- WP Ww ; * * _— 6 E *. 2 —— r A — Z 2 : Py . * * - 
— * 0 a2 © 5 : ; Huy I 4 a — A , 1 * * e ad 4 * 8 4 
: : -- | r OY » Oy - - | — - _ — >” 9 + 
+ . — « * 1 * = * e ax — w*, 02 10 = * _ 
. . « * — _ 
o 1 N . - . — e * 
pe 5 "> OT 4 * — - i — = + - . 1 * 
* 2 — — _ l 6 8 L I. * 8 r — — # « 
— . 2." f * + "I o + - l 
* * 2 =_ 4 — 4 - m_ 4 - mw * * 0 
= « 2 2 | * 2 - * * „* 
* 


* 2329 


af 
- 


i i: lone = — — 
m— 31 „„ p 
1 X 2 


—— 


- 


— f „ * 9 5 * N _ " 
S 
- = > * 3 — K 


G rr 


— 


. 


1 2 THE ADVENTURES OF 


in the ſame breath, to the unſpeakable terror and diſ. 


order of the poor ſhivering patient, who, having un— 
dergone the immerſion, ran about like a drowned rat, 
ſqueaking for aſſiſtance and revenge. His cries were 
overheard by the patrole, which, chanciog to paſs that 
way, took him under their protection, and, in conſe. 
quence of his complaint and information, went in pur. 
ſuit of our adventurgg and his attendants, who were 
ſoon overtaken and ſurrounded, Rath and inconſider- 
ate as the young gentleman was, he did not pretend to 
ſtand upon the defenſive againſt a file of muſqueteers, 
although Pipes bad drawn his cutlaſs at their approach, 
but ſurrendered: himlelf without oppoſition, and was 
conveyed to the main. guard, where the commanding 
oſticer, engaged by his appearance and addreſs, treated 
him with all imaginable reſpect, Hearing the particu- 
lars of his adventure, he afſured him, that the prince 
would conſider the whole as a Tour de geunc//e, and or- 
der bim to be relealed without delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman pave in his re- 
ports he made {uch a favourable repreſcntaticn of the 
priſoner, that our hero was on the point of being diſ- 
charged, when Hornbeck preferred a complaint, accu- 
ſing bim of a purpoſed aflalhnation, and praying that 
ſuch punillment . ſhould be inflicted upon him as his 
highneſs ſhould think adequate to the nature of the 
crime. The prince, perpiexed with this petition, in 
conſequence of which he forelaw that he mutt diſoblige 
2 Br«ciſh {ubje&, ſent for the plaintiff, of whom he had 
ſome knowledge, and in perſon exhorted him to drop 
the proſecution, which would only ſerve to propagate his 
own ſhame. But Hornbeck was too much incenſed to 
liſten to any propoſal of that kind, and peremptorily 
demanded juſtice againſt the priſoner, whom he repre 


ſented 
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ſented as an obſcure adventurer, who had made repeat 
ed attempts upon his honour and his life. Prince Char- 
les told him, that what he had adviſed was 1n the capa- 
city of a friend, but ſince he inſiſted upon his acting as 
a magiſtrate, the affair (ſhould be examined, and deter- 
mined according to the dictates of juſtice and truth, 
The Hetitioner being diſmiſſed with this promiſe, the 
lefendant was in his turn brought before the judge, 
whoſe prepoſſeſſion in his favour was ia a great meaſure 
weakened by what his antagoniſt had, ſaid to the prejus- 


dice of his birth and reputation, 


CHA FL. 


Peregrine ts releaſed. Jolter confounded at his myſterious 
conduct. A conteſt happens between the poet and puin- 


ior, who are reconciled by the mediation of their fel. 


b 
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{Y\UR hero underſtanding, from ſome expreſſions 

which eſcaped the prince, that he was conſidered 
in the light of a ſharper and aſſaſſin, begged that he 
might have the liberty of ſending for ſome vouchers, 
that would probably vindicate his character from the 
malicious aſperſions of his adverſary. This permilſion 
veing granted, he wrote a letter to Fis governor, deſi- 
eing that he would bring to him the letters of recom- 
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1 menCation which he had received from the Britiſh am- 1 
| vaiſador at Paris, and ſuch other papers as he thought 4 ö 
2: conducive to evince the importance of his ſituation, *; " 
"$4 i ie billet was given in charge to one of the ſubaltera bf . 
oliicers on duty, who carried it to the inn, and demand- by 
cd to ſpeak with Mr Jolter. Pallet, who happened to be- 1 
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at the door when this meſſenger arrived, and heard him 
inquire for the tutor, ran directly to that gentleman'; 
apartment, and in maniteft diſorder told him, that a 
huge fellow of a loldier, with a monſtrous pair of whiſ. 
kers, and a fur-cap es big as a buſhc}, was aſkiug for 
him at the door. The poor governor began to ſhake at 
this intimation, though he was not conſcious of having 
committed any thing that could attract the attention of 
the ſtate. When the officer appeared at his chamber. 
door, his confuſion increaſed to ſuch a degree, that his 
perception ſeemed to vaniſh, and the ſubaltern repeated 
the purport of his errand three times, before he could 
comprehend his meaning, or venture to receive the let- 
ter which he preſented. At length he ſummoned all 
Eis tortitude, and, having peruſed the epiſtle, his ter. 
ror ſunk into anxiety, His ingenious fear immediately 
ſuggeſted that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon for 
jome outrage he had committed, He ran with great a. 
gitation to a trunk, and taking out a bundle of papers, 
tollewed his conduQor, being attended by the painter, 
to nhem he hed hinted his apprehenfion, When they 
paucd through the guard, who was under arms, the 
hearts of both died within them; and when they came 
into the preſence, there was ſuch an expreſſion of awful 


horror on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, 


cbiſcrving his diſmay, was pleaſed to encourage him 
with an aſſurance that he had nothing to fear. Thus 
com forted, he recolleQed himſelf ſo well as to under- 
flard his pupil, when he defired him to produce the 
ambaſſador's letters; ſome of which being open, were 
immediately read by his higbueſs, who wes perlonaly 
acquainted with the writer, and knew ſeveral of the 
ncblemen to whom they were addreſſed. Thele recum- 
rendaticns were ſo warm, and repreſented the young 


gentieman in ſuch an advantageous light, that the prince 
convinced 
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convinced of the injuſtice his character had ſuffered by 


n 0 
$ the miſrepreſentation of Hornbeck, took our hero by ! 
a the hand, aſked pardon for the doubts he had entertain- l 4 
. ed of his horiour, declared him from that moment at 4 05 
x liberty, ordered his domeltics.to be enlarged, and offer. be” 
t ed him his countenance and protection as long as he 

7 honld remain in the Auſtrian Netherlands: At the 

t ſame time he cautioned him againſt indifcretion in the 

. courſe of bis gallantries; and took tis word of honour 

$ that he ſhould drop all meaſures of reſentment againſt 

the perſon of Hornbeck, during his reſidence in that 

| place, 

. = The delinquent, thus hanourably acquitted, thanked 

| the prince in the moſt reſpectful manner, for. his gene- 

| 5 roſity and candour, and retired with his two friends, 

9 who were amized and bewildered in their thoughts at 

- what they had ſeen and heard, the whole adventure (till 


remaining without the ſpuere of their comprehenſion, 
which was not at all enlarged by the unaccountable ap- 
pearance of Pipes, who, with the valct de chambre, 
joined them at the caſlle-gate, Had Jolter been a man 
= of a luxuriant imagination, his brain would unduubted- 
; ly have luffcred in the inveſtigation of his pupil's myſ- 


tectous conduct, which he firove in vain io unravel 
but his intellects were too ſolid to be affected by the 
miſcarriage of his invention; and as Peregrine did not 
think proper to make him acquainted We the cauſe of 
bis being apprehended, be contented himlelf with ſup- 
-poling that there was a lady in the caſe, 

Ihe painter, whole imagination was ef a more flimſy 
texture, formed a thouſand chimerical conjectures, which 
he communicated to Pickle in impertect iuſinuations; 
hoping, by his anſwers and behaviour, to diſcover the 
truth, But the youth, in order to tantalize him, elu- 
ded all his inquiries with ſuch appearance of indu try 
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and art, as heightened his curioſity, while it diſappoint. 
ed his aim, and inflamed him to ſuch a degree of impa- 
tience, that his wits began to be unſettled, Then Pe. 
regrine was fain to recompence his brain, by telling 
him in confidence, that he had been arreſted as a ſpy, 
This ſecret he found more intolerable than his former 
uncertainty : he ran from one apartment to another, like 
a goole in the agonies of egg-laying, with intention of 
diſburthening this important load; but Jolter being en- 
gaged with his pupil, and all the people of the houſe 
ignorant of the only language he could ſpeak, be was 
compelled, with infinite reluctance, to addreſs himſelf 
to the doctor, who was at that time (hut up in his own 
chamber. Having knocked at the door to no purpoſe, 
he-peeped through the key-hole, and ſaw the phyſician 
fitting at a table with a pen in one hand, and paper be- 
fore him, his head reclined upon his other hand, and his 
eyes fixed upon the ceiling, as if he had been entranced. 
Pallet, concluding that he was under the power of 
ſome convulſion, endeavoured to force the door open; 
and the noiſe of his efforts recalled the doctor from his 
reverie. This poetical republican, being ſo diſagree- 
ably diſturbed, ſtarted vp in a pefſion, and opening the 
door, no ſooner perceived who had interrupted him, 
than he flung it in his face with great fury. and curſed 
him for his impertinent intruſion, which had deprived 
him of the moſt delightful viſion that ever regaled the 
human fancy. He imagined (as he afterwards imparted 
to Peregrine) that as he enjoyed himſelf in walking 
through the flowery plain that borders on Parnaſſus, he 
was met by g venerable ſage, whom, by a certain divine 
vivacity that lightened from his eyes, he inſtantly knew 
him to be the immortal Pindar. He was immediately 
firuck with reverence and awe, and proftrated himſelf 


before the apparition, which, taking him by the hand, 
| | lifted 
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lifted him gently from the ground; and, with words 
more ſweet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told him, 
that of all the moderns, he alone was viſited by that 
celeſtial impulſe by which himſelf had been inſpired 
when he produced his moſt applauded odes. So Say- 
ing, he led him up the ſacred hill, perſuaded him to 
drink a copious draught of the waters of the Hippocre- 
ne, and then preſented him to the harmonious Nine; 
who crowned his temples with a laurel-wreath, 

No wonder that he was enraged to find himſelf cut off 
from ſuch ſublime ſociety. He raved in Greek againſt 


the invader, who was ſo big with his own purpoſe, that, 


unmindful of the diſgrace he had ſuſtained, and diſre- 
garding all the ſymptoms of the phylician's diſpleaſure, 
he applied bis mouth to the door, in an eager tone, 
4% I'll hold you any wager (faid he) that I gueſs the 
true cauſe of Mr Pickle's impriſonment.” To this 


challenge he reecived no reply; and therefore repeated 


it. addiug, “ I ſuppoſe you imagine he was taken up for 
fighting a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with 
ſome man's wife, or ſome ſuch matter; but, egad! you 
was never more miſtaken in your life; and I“ lay my 
Cleopatra againſt your Homer's head, that in four and 
twenty hours you ſhan't light on the true reaſon.” 

The favourite of the muſes, exaſperated at this vex- 
ativus perſeverance of the painter, who he imagined had 
come to teaze and inſult him, „ would (faid he) ſa- 
crifice a cock to Aſculapius, were I aſſured that any per- 
lon had been taken up for extirpating ſuch a trouble- 
ſome Goath as you are from the face of the earth. As 
tor your . boaſted Cleopatra, which you ſay was drawn 
from your an wife, I believe the copy has as much ot 
it the to kalon, as the original. But were it mine, it 
1 ſhould be hung up in the temple of Cloacina, as the 
1 picture 
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picture of that goddeſs; for any other apartment would 


be diſgraced by its appearance.“ Hark ye, Sir, (re. 


plied Pallet. enraged in his turn at this contemptuous 
mention of his darling performance), you may make ag 
free with my wife as you think proper; but ware 
my works, thoſe are the children of my fancy, con- 
ceived by the glowing imagination, and formed by the 
art of my own hands; and you yourſelf are a Goth, and a 
Turk, and a Tartar, and an impudent pretending jack— 
ane pes, to treat with ſuch diſreſpect a production, which, 
in the opinion of all the connoifſears of the age, will, 
when finiibed, be a maſter- piece in its kind, and do 
honour to human genius and (kill, 80 I ſay again 
and again, (and I care not though your friend Playtor 
heard me), that you have no more taſte than a dray. 
man's harſe, and that thoſe fovliſh notions ofFhe anci- 
ents ought to be drubbed out of you with a good cud: 
gel, that you might learn to treat men of parts with 
more veneration, Perhaps you may not always be in 
the company of one who will hollow for aſſiſtance when 
you are on the brink of being chaſtiſ-d for your inſo- 
lence, as I did when you brought upon yourſelf the re- 
ſentment of that Scot, who, by the Lard! would have 
paid you both fcot and lot, as Falſtaff ſays, ifthe French 
officer bad not put him 1n arreſt.” 

The phyſician, to this declamation, which was con- 
veyed through the key-hole, anſsered, that he (the 
painter) was a fellow ſo infiaitely below his conider- 
ation, that his conſcience upbraided him with no action 
of his life, except that of choofing ſuch a wretch for 
his companion and fellow-traveller. That he had view- 
ed his character through the medium of good-nature 
and compaſſion, which had prompted him to give Pallet 
an opportunity of acquiring ſome new ideas under his 
immediate inſtruction; but he had abyſ:d bis er 
20 
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and condeſcenſion in ſuch a flagrant manner, that he 


was now determined to diſcard him entirely from his 
acq uaintance, and deſired him, for the preſent, to take 
himſelf away, on pain of being kicked for his preſump- 
tion, 

Pallet was too much incenſed to be intimidated by 
this threat, which he retorted with great virulence, de- 
fying him to come forth, that it might appear which 
of them was belt {killed in that pedeſtrian exerciſe, 
which he immediately began to practiſe againſt the door 
with ſuch thundering application, as reached the ears 
of Pickle and his governor, who coming out into the 
paſſage, and ſeeing him thus employed, aiked if he had 
forgot the chamber-pots of Aloſt, that he ventured to 
behave in ſuch a manner, as entitled him to a {econd 
vreſcription of the ſame nature. 

The doctor, underſtanding that there was company 
at hand, opened the door in a twinkling; and ſpringing 
pon his antagoniſt like a tyger, a fierce contention 
would have enlued, to the infinite ſatisfaction of our 
nero, had not Jolter, to the manifeſt peril of his own 
perſon, interpoled, and partly by force, and partly by 
exhortation, put a flop to the engagement before it was 
taicly begun. After having demonſtrated the indecen- 
ey of fuch a vulgar rencounter betwixt two fellow- 
citizens in a foreign land, he begged to Know the cauſe 
of their diſſenſion, and offered his good offices towards 
an accommodation, Peregrine alfo, ſeeing the fray 
was finiſhed, expreſſed himſelf to the ſame purpoſe ; 
and the painter, for obvious reaſons, declining an expla- 
nation, his antagoniſt told the youth what a mortifying in- 
terruption he had ſuffered by the impertinent intruſion 
of Pallet, and gave him a detail of the particulars of his 
viſion, as above recited. The arbiter owned the pro- 
vocation was not to be endured; and decreed, that the 
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offender ſhould: make ſome atonement for his tranſgreſ- 
fon, Upon which the painter obſerved, that howſoever 
hemight have been diſpoſed to make acknowledgments, 
if the phy ſician had ſignified his diſpleaſure like a gen- 
tleman, the complainant had now forfeited all claim to any 
ſuch conceſſions, by the vulgar manner in which he had 
reviled him and his productions; obſerving, that-if he 
{the painter) had been inclined to retort his la. 
derous infinuations, the republican's own works would 
have afforded ample ſubject for his ridicule and cen- 
ſure, 

After divers diſputes and repreſentations, peace was 
at length concluded, on condition that, fur the future, 
the doctor ſhould never mention Cleopatra, unleſs he 
could ſay ſomething in her praiſe ; and that Pallet, ia 
conſideration of his having been the firit aggreſſor, 
mould make a ſketch of the phykician's viſion, to be 
engraved and prefixed to the next edition of his odes. 
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The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place 15x 
fainter gives @ looſe to his enthuſiaſm. 


UR adventurer, baffled in all his eſſorts to retrieve 

nis loſt Amanda, yielded at length to the remonl- 
trances of his governor and fellow-travellers, who, out 
of pure complaiſance to him, had exceeded their in- 
tended ſtay by fix days at leaſt: and a couple of poſt- 
chaiſes, with three riding horſes, bein 1g hired, they de- 
parted from Bruilels in the morning, dined at Mechlin, 
and arrived about eight in the evening at the venerable 
city of Antwerp, During this d 2y% journey Pallet 


A 


W23 


eee HB He - 1 
> bog” "ie 


N 
'D 
* 
4 
> 
1 
1 Ag 
* 
* 
* 
45 
7 
1 
5 
of 
7. 5 
1 
N 
Fa 
> 
« af 
* 
. 
b * 
4 L * 
3 
x. 
K 
3 
* * 
« 
5 
7 
2 
N 
LS 
$i 
© 
8 


EPF 


* 


4 - A Ws 
DG 


rn 


o 
r 


=, 


. 


— 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 191 


was elevated to an uncommon flaw of ſpirits, with the 
proſpect oi ſeeiag the birth- place of Rubens, for whom 
he ptofeſſed an enthuſiaſtic admiration. He ſwore, that 
the pleaſure he felt was equal to that of a Muſſulman 
on the laſt day of his piigrimage to Mecca z and that 
he already conſidered himſeif a native of Antwerp, 
being ſo intimately acquainted with their fo juſtly 
boaſted cit.zen, from whom, at ceriain junctures, he 
could not belp believing himſelf derived, becauſe his 
own pencil adopted the manner of that great man with 
ſurpritiag facility, and his face wanted nothing but a 
pair of »hiſkers, and a beard to exhihit the expreſs image 
of the Fleming's countenance, He told them, he was 
ſo proud of this reſemblance, that, in order to render 
it more ſtriking, he had, at one time of his life, te- 
ſolved to keep his face ſacred from the razor; and in 
that purpoſe had perlevered, notwithitanding the cone 
tinual reprehenfions of Mrs Pallet, who being then with 
child, his aſpe& was then ſo hideous, that the dreaded 
a milcarriage every hour, until the threatened, in plain 
terms, to diſpute the ſanity of his 1atellefAs, and apply 
to the chancellor for a committee, 

The doctor, on this occaſion, obſerved, that a man 
who is not proof againſt the ſolicitations of a woman, 
can never expect to make a great figure in life ; that 
painters and poets ought to cultivate no wives bat the 
mules; or if they are, by the accideats of fortune, in- 
cumbered with families, they ſhould carefully guard a- 
gainit that pernicious weakneſs falſely honoured with 
the appellation of natural affectian, and pay no manner 
of rezard to the impertinent cuſtoms of the world. 
* Granting that you had been, for a ſhox time, deem- 
ed a lunatic (ſaid he) you might have acquitted your- 
lelf honourably of that imputation, by fome performance 
tat would have raiſed your character above all cen- 
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ſure, Sophocles himſelf, that celebrated tragic poet 


who, for the ſweetneſs of his verſification, was ſtyled 
mellitta, or the bee, in his old age ſuffered the ſame ac. 
cuſation, from is own children, who ſeeing him ne. 
glect his family affairs, and devote himſelf entirely to 
poetry, carried him before the magiſtrate, as a man 
whoſe intelles were ſo much impaired by the infirmi. 
ties of age, that he was no longer fit to manage his do- 
meſtic concerns; upon which the reverend bard pro- 
duced his rragedy of Ordipoys epi tolono, as a work he 
had juſt finilked ; which being peruſed, inſtead of being 
declared unſound of underſtanding, he was diſmifſ:d 
with admiration and applauſe. I wiſh your beard and 
whiſkers had been ſanctioned by the lik- authority; 
though I am afraid you would have been in the pre- 
dicament of thoſe diſciples of a certain philoſopher, 
who drank decoctions of cummin ſeeds, that their 
faces might adopt the paleneſs of their maſter's com- 
plexion, hoping. that in being as wan, they would be 
as learned as their teacher.“ The painter, ſtung with 
this ſarcaſm, replied, ** Or like thoſe Virtuoſi, who, by 
repeating Greek, eating fillikickaby, and pretending 
to ſee viſions, think they equal the ancients in taſte and 
genius.“ The phyſician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and 
the altercation continued. until they entered the gates 
of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke torth 
into a rapturous exclamation, which put an end to the 
diſpute, and attracted the notice ef the inhabitants, 
many of whom, by thrugging up thir ſhoulders, and 
pointing to their foreheads, gave ſhrewd indications, 
that they believed him a poor gentleman diſordered in 
his brain. 

They had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than this 
pſeudo- enthuſiaſt propoled to viſi: the great church, in 
which he had been juformed fome of his maſter's pitces 
were 
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were to be ſeen ; and was remarkably chagrined, when 
ne underſtood that he could not be admitted till next 
day. He role next morning by day-break, and diſturb. 
ed his fellow. travellers in ſuch a noiſy and clamarous 
manner, that Peregrine determined to puniſh him with 
ſme new affliction; and while he put on his clothes, 
aRually formed the plan of promoting a duel between 
him and the doctor; in the management of which, he 
promiſed himſelf fore of entertainment, from the be- 
haviour of both, 

Being provided with one of thoſe domeſtics who are 
always in waiting to offer their ſervices to ſtrangers on 
their firſt arrival, they were conducted tu the houſe of 
a gentleman who had an excellent collection of pictures; 
and though the greateſt part of them were painted by 
his favourite artiit, Pallet condemned them all by the 
lamp, becauſe Pickle had told him beforehand that 
there was not one performance of Rubens among the 
number. 

The next place they viſited was what is called the 
academy of painting, furniſhed with a number of pal- 
try pieces, in which our painter recognized the ſtyle 
of Peter Paul, with many expreſſions of admiration, on 
the ſame ſort of previous intelligence, 

From this repoſitory they went to the great church; 
and being led to the tomb of Rubens, the whimſical 
painter fell upon his knees, and worlhipped with ſuch 
appearance of devotion, that the attendant, ſcandalized 
at this ſuperſtition, pulled him up; obſerving, with 
great warmth, that the perfon buried in that place was 
no ſaint, but as great a finner as himſelf; and that if 
ne was ſpiritually diſpoſed, there was a chapel of the bleſ- 
led Virgia, at the diſtance of three yards on the right 
hand, to which he might retire, He thought it wag 
incumbent upon him to manifeſt ſome extraordinary 
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inſpiration, while he reſided on the ſpot where Ruben: 
was born; and therefore his whole behaviour was an 
affectation of rapture, expreſſed in diſtracted exclama. 
tions, convulſive ſtarts, and uncouth geſticulations. In 
the midit of his frantic behaviour, he ſaw an old Capu. 
chin, with a white beard, mount the pulpit, and hold 
forth to the congregation with ſuch violence of empha. 
ſis and geſture, as captivated his fancy; and bawling 
aloud, ** Zounds ! what an excellent Paul preaching at 
Athens!“ he pulled a pencil and a ſmall memorandum. 
book from his pocket, and began to take a ſketch of 
the orator with great eagerneſs and agitation, ſaying, 
« Egad! friend Raphael, we ſhall fee whether you or! 
have got the beſt knack at trumping up an Apoſile.“ 
This appearance of diſreſpect gave offerce to the audi. 
ence, who began to murmur againſt this heretic liber. 
tine; when one of the prieſts belonging to the choir, 
in order to prevent any ill conſequence from their diſ. 
pleaſure, came and told him in the French language, 
that ſuch liberties were not permitted in their reli. 
gion, and adviſed him to lay aſide his implements, leſt 
the people ſhould take umbrage at his deſign, and be 
provoked to puniſh him as a profane ſcoffer at their 
worlh1p. 

The painter ſeeing himſelf addrefled by a friar, who, 
while he ſpoke, bowed with great complaiſance, imz- 
gined that he was a begging brother come to ſupplicate 
his charity; and his attention being quite engroſſed by 
the deſign he was making, he patted the prieſt's ſhaven 
crown with his hand, ſaying, Oier tems, oter tems ; ard 
then reſumed his pencil with great caraeltneſs, The 
eccleſiaſtic, perceiving that the ſtranger did not compre- 


hend his meaning, pulled him by the ſlceve, and ex- 


plained himſelf in the Latin tongue: Upon which 


Pallet, provoked at this intruſion, curſed him aloud for 
en 
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an impudent beggerly ſon of a whore; and taking out 
a ſhilling, flung it upon the pavement, with manifeſt 
fins of indignation, 
gome of the common people, enraged to ſee their 
religion, contemned, and their prieſts inſulted at the 
very altar, roſe from their ſeats z and ſurrounding the 
aſtoniſhed painter, one of the number ſnatched his 
hook from his hand, and tore it into a thouſand pieces. 
Frightened as he was, he could not help crying, Fire 
ond f agzots ! all my favourite ideas are gone to wreck!” 
and was in danger of being very roughly handled by the 
crowd, had not Peregrine ſtepped ir, and aſſured them 
that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, who labourefl 
under a tranſport of the brain. Thoſe who underſtood 
the French language communi. ated this information to 
the gras o that be eſcaped without any other chaſtiſe - 
meat than that of being obliged to retire; and as they 
could not ſre the famous deſcent from the crols till at- 
ter the ſervice was finiſhed, they were conducted by 
their domeſtic to the houſe of a painter, where they 
found a beggar ſtanding for his picture, and the artiſt 
actually employed ia reprefenting a huge louſe that 
his ſhoulder, Pallet was wonderfully 
Pleated with this circumilance, which he ſaid was alto» 
gether a now thought, and an excellent hint, of which 
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an opportunity of telling his feltow-travellers, that in 


execution he had equalled, if not excelled, the two 
ancient painters who vied with each other in the repre. 
ſentation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes; for he 
had exhibited the image of a certain object ſo like to 
nature, that the bare fight of it ſet a whole hog-fty in 
an uproar. 

When be had examined and applauded all the pro- 
ductions of this minute-artiſt, they returned to the 
great church, and were entertained with the view of 
that celebrated maſter- piece of Rubens, in which he 
has introduced the portraits of himſelf and his whole 
family. The doors that concealed this capital perfor- 
mance were no {ooner unfolded, than our enthuſiaſt, de. 
barred the ule of ſpeech, by a previous covenant with 
his friend Pickle, liſted up his hands and eyes, and 
putting hiraſelf in the attitude of Hamlet, when his 
father's ghoſt appcars, adoracd in filent ecſtacy and awe, 
He even made a merit of neceſſity; and when they had 
vithdrawn from the place, protelled that his whole fa 
culties were ſwallowed up in love and admiration. He 
now profeſſed himſelf more than ever enamoured of the 
Flemith ſchool, raved in extravagant encomiums, and 
propoſed that the whole company ſhould pay homage 
to the memory of the divine Rubens, by repairing 
forthwith to the houſe in which he lived, and prolira- 
ting themſelves on the floor of his painting room. 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement, 
which had been 1cbuilt more than once fince the death 
of that great man, Peregrine excuſed himfſelt from com. 
plying with the propoſal; on pretence of being fati 
gued with the ciicuit they had already performed. Joiter 
declined it for the ſame reaſon: ard the queſtion being 
put to the doctor, he refuſed his company with an air 
of diſdain. Pallet, piqued at his coatemptuous man- 


ne 
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dor, alked if he would not go and fee the habitation of 
Pindar, provided he was 11 the city where that poet 
!ived ? and when the phyſician obſerved, that there was 
an infinite difference between the men: That PII al- 

, (replied the painter) for the devil a, poet ever 
ined in Greece or Troy that was worthy to clean the 
encils of our betoved Rubens,” The phyſician could 

not with any degree of temper and forbearance hear 
4 this outrageous blaſphemy, tor which, ha ſaid, Pallet's 
eyes ought to be picked out by owls: and the diſpute 


] oe, as uſaa), to ſuch ſcurrilites of language and in- 
F uwccency of behaviour, that paſſengers began to take 
15 ” . * * 0 * 
notice of their animoſity, and Peregrice was obliged to 
- ; a 

miterpoſe for his own credit. 

4 

3 C HAP. LXIII. 

N 

. 7 0 * 

8 @Pcregriae artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet and. 
g the phy/ician, wi gt a duet on the ramparts. 

9 "JE painter betook himſelf to the houſe of the 


I 

2 Li 155 9 ' 
L Flemiſh Raphael, and the reſt of the company 
went back to their lodgings; where the young gentle- 
Man, taxing the advantage of being alone with the 
; aybcian, recapitulated all the affronts he had ſuſtain- 
c from the painter? 5 petul ance, aggravati, g Every cic- 
. of the dilgrace, and adviſing him, in the 
pacity of a friend, to take care of his honour, which 


2uld not fail to ſuffer in the opinion of tue world, if 


be allowed himſelf to be jaſulted with impunity by 


due ſo much his inferior in every degree of conſiders -- 
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The phyſician aſſured him, that Pallet had hitherto 
eſcaped chaſtiſement, by being deemed an object un- 
worthy his reſentment, and in conſideration of the 
wretch's family, for which his compaſſion. was intereſt- 
ed ; but that repeated injuries would inflame the moſt 
benevolent diſpoſition; and although he could find no 
precedent of duelling among the Greeks and Romans, 
whom he confidered as the patterns of demeanour, Pal. 
let ſhould no longer avail himſelf of his veneration for 
the ancients, but be puniſhed for the very next offence 
he ſhould commit. 

Having thus ſpirited up the doctor to a reſolution, 
from which he could not decently ſwerve, our adventu- 
rer acted the incendiary with the other party alſo; 
giving him to underitand, that the phyſician treated his 
character with ſuch contempt, and behaved to him with 
ſuch infolence, as no gentleman ought to bear: that, 
for his own part, he was every day put out of counte- 
nance by their mutual animoſity, which appeared in 
nothing but vulgar expreſſions, more becoming fhoe-boys 
and oyſter-women than men of honour and education; 
and therefore he ſhould be obliged, contrary to his in- 
clination, to break off all correſpondence with them 
both, if they would not fall upon ſome method to re- 
trieve the dignity of their characters. 

Theſe repreſentations would have had little effect up 
on the tiwidity of the painter, who was likewile to 
much ef a Grecian to approve cf ſingle combat, in an 
other way than that of boxing, an exerciſe in which h 
was well {kiVed, had not they been accompanied with a! 
infinuation, that his antagoniſt was no Hector, and tha 
he might humble him into any conceſſion, without runs 
ning the leaſt perſonal riſk. Animated by this aſſurance, 
our ſecond Rubens ſet the trumpet of defiance to his 
mouth, ſwore he valued not his life a ruſk when his bo 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 199 


nour was concerned, and intreated Mr Pickle to be the 
bearer of a challenge, which he would inſtantly commit 
to writing. . 

The miſchievous fomenter highly applauded this ma- 
niſeltation of courage, by which he was at liberty to cul- 
tivate his friendſhip and ſociety, but declined the office 
of carrying the billet, that his tendernets of Pallet's re- 
putation might not be miſinterpreted into an officious 
deſire of promoting quarrels. At the fame time he re- 

| commended Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper mel. 
ſenger on this occaſion, but alſo as a trully ſecond in 
the field, The magnanimous painter took his advice, 
and retiring to Lis chamber, penned a challenge in theſe 


terms: 


„ SIR, i 
W HEN I am heartily provoked, I fear not the de- 
Y vil himſelf; much leſs I will not call you a 
pedantic coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, becauſe 
theſe are the hippythets of the wulgar ; but remember, 
ſuch as you are, I neyther love you nor fear you, but, 
on the contrary, expect ſatisfaction for your audacious 
behaviour to me on divers occaſions, and will this even. 
ing, in the twilight, meet you on the ramparts with 
[word and piſtol, where the Lord have mercy on the ſoul 
f one of us; for your body ſhall find no favour with 


your incenſed defier, till death, 


Lavrman ParLEr.“ 
Tiss reſolute dehance, after having been ſubmitted 
to the peruſel, and honoured with the approbation of 
our youth, was committed to the charge of Pipes, who, 
according to his orders, delivered 1t in the afternoon ; 


214 brought for anſwer, that the phy ſician would attend 


him 
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bim at the appointed time and place, The challenger 
was evidently diſcompeſed at the unexnefted news cr 
this acceptance, and ran about the houſe in great diſor. 
der, in queſt of Peregrine, to beg his further advice and 
aſſiſtance; but dnderilanding that the youth was enga- 
ged in private with his adverſary, he began to ſuſpect 
lome colluſion, and curſed himſelf for his folly and pre. 
cipitation. He even entertained ſome thoughts of re- 
tracting his invitation, and 1 to the triumph 
of his antagoniſt; but before he would ſtoop to this op- 
probrious condeſcenſion, he reſolved to wy another ex- 
pedient, which might de the means of ſaving both his 
charaQer and perſon, In this hope he viſited Mr fol- 
ter, and very gravely deſired he would be ſo gocd 23 
to undertake the office of his ſecond, in a duel which 
he was to fight that evening with the phyſc'an, 

The governor, inſtead of anſwering his expectation, 
in expreſſing his fear and concern, and breaking fort! 
into exclamations of, © Good God! gentlemen, what 
d'ye mean? You ſhall not murder one another while it 
is in my power to prevent your purpoſe : I will go di- 
rectly to the governor of the place, who ſhall interpole 
his authority :” 1 ſay, inſtead of thele, and other friend- 
ly menaces of prevention, Jolter heard the propoſal 
with the molt phlegmatic tranquillity, and excuſed him- 
ſelf from accepting the honour he intended for him, on 
account of his charater and ſituation, which would not 
permit him to be concerned in any ſuch rencounter 
Ted: this mortify ing reception was owing to a previ- 
ous hint from Peregrine, who, dreading ſome fort of 
interruption from his governor, had made him acquaint- 
id with his deſign, and aſſured him, that the affair 
mould not be brought to any dangerous iſſue. 

Thus diſappointed, the dejected challenger was over- 


whelmed with perplexity and diſmay z and, in the ter 
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rors of death or mutilation, reſolved to deprecate the 
wrath of his enemy, and conform to any ſubmiſſion he 
ſhould propoſe; when he was accidentally encountered 
by our adventurer, who, with demonftrations of infinite 
ſatisfaction, told him in confidence, that his billet had 
thrown the doctor into an agony of conſternation ; that 
his acceptance of his challenge was a mere effort of de- 
ſpair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the ſender, 
and diſpoſe him to liſten to terms of accommodation: 
that he had imparted the letter to him with fear and 
trembling, on pretence of engaging him as a ſecond, 
but in reality, with a view of obtaining his good ofhces 
in promoting a reconciliation z © but perceiving the ſi- 
tuation of his mind, (added our hero) I thought it 
would be more for your honour to baffle his expecta- 
tions, and therefore, I readily undertook the taſk of at- 
teading him to the field, in full aſſurance, that he will 
there humble himſelf before you, even to proſtration. 
In this ſecurity, you may go and prepare your arms, 
and beſpeak the aſuſtance of Pipes, who will fquire you 
ta che field, while J keep myle!f up, that our correſpon- 
dence may not be ſuſpectzd by the phyſician.“ Pal- 
len's ſpirits, that were funk into dejection, roſe at this 
encouragement to all the infolence of triumph. He a- 
gain declared his contempt of danger, and his piſtols 
being loaded, and accommodated with new flints, by 
his truily armour-b-arer, he waited, without flinching, 
for the hour of battle, 7 
On the firit approach of twilight, ſomebody knocked 
at his door, and Pipes having opened it at his defire, he 
A the voice of his antagoniſt pronounce, © Tell Mr 
let that I am going to the place of appointment,” 
The painter was not a little ſurpriſed at this anticipa- 
tion, which fo ill agreed with the information he had 
cceved from Vickie ; and his concern beginning to re- 
cur, 
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cur, he fortified himſelf with a large bumber of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome the anxiety of his 
thoughts. Nevertheleſs, he ſet out on the expedition 
with his ſecond, betwixt whom and himſelf the follow- 
dialogue paſſed, in their way to the ramparts :—* Mr 
Pipes, (ſaid the painter, with diſordered accent) me- 
thinks the doctor was in a peſtilent hurry with that mef. 
ſage of his.” “ Ey, ey, (anſwered Tom) I do ſuppoſe 
he longs to be foul of you.“ What! (replied the o- 
ther) d'ye think he thirſts after my blood?“ „ To be 
ſure a does,” (aid Pipes, thruſting a large quid of to- 
bacco in his cheek, with great deliberation.) If that 
be the cale, (cried Pallet, beginning to ſhake) he is no 
better than a Cannibal, and no Chriſtian ought to fight 
him on equal footing.” Tom obſerving his emotion, 
eyed him with a frown af indignation, ſaying, © Lou 
an't afraid, are you ??? “ God forbid ! (replied the chal- 
lenger, ſtammering with fear.) What ſhou!d: I be a- 
fraid of? ]1he worſt he can do is to take my life, and 
then he'll be anſwerable both to God and man for ths 
murder: Don't you think he will?” © I think no ſuch 
matter, (anſwered the ſecond) if fo be as how he puts a 
brace of bullets through your bows, and kills you fair- 
ly, it is no more murder than if I was to bring dawn a 
noddy from the main top-ſail yard,” By this time Pal- 
let's teeth chattered with ſuch violence that he could 
icarce pronounce this reply, Mr Thomas, you ſeem 
to make very light of 2 man's life; bat I truſt in th 
Imighty I (tall not be ſo eaſily, brought down. 
many a man has fought a duel without lofing his Ife. 
Do you imagine that I run ſuch a hazard of falling by 
the hand of my adverlary ?” „Lou may, or you may 
not, (ſaid the unconcerned Pipes) juſt as it happens. 
What then? Death is a debt that cvery man owes, 2c- 
cording to the ſong ; and if you ſet foot to foot, I think 
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ene of you muſt go to pot.” © Foot to foot, (exclaim- 
ed the terrified painter) that's downright butchery; and 
I'll be dawmr'd before I fight any man on earth in ſach 
+ barbarous way. What! d'ye take me to be a ſavage 
alt ?? Jhis declaration he made while they aſcended 
the ramparts, His attendant perceiving the phy ſician 
and his ſecond at the diſtance of an hundred paces be- 
ſore them, gave him notice of their appearance, and ad- 
viſed hira to make ready and behave like a man, Pallet 
in vain endeayoured to conceal his panic, which diſco- 
vered itſelf in an univerſal trepidation of body, and ths 
lamentable tone in which he anſwered this exhortation 
of t f laying, © I do behave like a man, but you 
would have me act the part of a brute, Are they co- 
ming this way?“ When Tom told him that they had 
faced about, and admoniſhed him to advance, the nerves 
of ; i arm refuſed their office, he could not hold out 
his piſtol, and inſtead of gotag forward, retreated with 
an inſenfibility of motion; till Pipes, placing himſelf in 
the rear, ſet his own back to that of his principal, and 
{wore he would not budge an inch farther in that di- 
rection. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his maſter 
enjoyed the terrors of the phyſician, which were more 
r1d.culous than thoſe of Pallet, becauſe he was more in- 
tent upon diſguiſing them. His declaration to Pickle 
in the morning, would not ſuffer hiù to ſtart any ob- 
jeclions when he received the challenge; and finding 
that the young gentleman made no offer of mediatiag 
the affair, but rather conpratulated him on the occaſion, 
when ke communicated the painter's billet, all his ef- 
torts conſiſted in oblique hints, and general reflections 
upon the abſurdity ot duelling, which was firit intro- 
duced among the civilized nations by the barbaruas Huns 


and Longobards, He likewiſe pretended to ridicule 
the 
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the uſe of fire arms, which confounded all the diſtinc- 
tions of {kill and addreſs; and deprived a combatant of 
the opportunity of ſignalizing his perſonal proweſs. 

Pickle aſſented to the juſtneſs of his obſervations; 
but at the ſame time repreſented the neceſſity of com- 
plying with the cuſtoms of the world, (ridiculous as 
they were on which a man's honour and reputation de. 
pend. So that, ſeeing no hopes of profiting by this 
artifice, the republican's agitation became more and 
more remarkable; and he propoſed, in plain terms, that 
they ſhould contend it armour like the combatants of 
ancient days ; for it was but reaſonable, that they ſhould 
practiſe the manner of fighting, ſince they adopted the 
diſpoſition of thoſe iron times, 

Nothing could have affronted more diverſion to our 
hero than the ſight of two ſuch duelliſts caſed in iron; 
and he wiſhed that he had promoted the quarrel in Bruſ- 
fels, where he could have hired the armour of Charles the 
fifth, and the valiant duke of Parma, for their accom- 
modation ; but as there was no poſſibility of furniſhing 
them cap-a-pee at Antwerp, he pertuaded him to con- 
form to the modern uſe of the iword, and meet the 
painter on his own terms; and ſuſpeRing that his fear 
would ſupply him with other excuſes for declining the 
combat, he comforted him with ſome diſtant inſiaus— 
tions to the prejudice of his adverſary's courage, which 
would, in all probability, evaporate, before any milchiet 
could happen. 

Notwithſtanding this encouragement, he could not 
ſuppreſs the reluctance with which he went to the field, 
and caſt many a wiſhful look over his left ſhoulder, to 
lee whether or not his adverſary was at his heels. When, 
by the advice of his ſecond, he took poſſeſſion of the 
ground, and turned about with his face to the enemy, 


it was not ſo dark, but that Peregrine could perceive 
[ th: 


— 
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the unuſual paleneſs of his countenance, and the ſweat 
ſtanding in large drops upon his forehead ; nay, there 
was a manifeſt diſorder in his ſpeech, when heregret- 
ted his want of the Pila and Parma, with which he 
would have made a rattling noiſe, to aſtoniſh his foe, 
in ſpringing forward, and ſinging the hymn to battle, 
in the manner of the ancients. 

In the mean time, obſerving the hefitation of his an- 
tagoniſt, who, far from advancing, ſeemed to recoil, and 
even ſtruggle with his ſecond, he gueſſed the ſituation of 
the painter's thoughts; and collecting all the manhood 
that he poſſeſſed, ſcized the opportunity of profiting by 
his enemy's contternation, Striking his ſword and piſ- 
tol together, he advanced in a fort of trot, raiſing a 
loud howl, in which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan 
ſong, part of a flrophe from one of Pindar's Pythia, be- 
ginn ing With eb theon gar machanai paſat Broteait are- 
ai, Se. This imitation of the Greeks had all the de- 
fired effect upon the painter, who ſeeing the phyſician 
running towards him like a fury, with a pittol in his 
right band, which was extended, and hearing the dread- 
ful yell he uttered, and the outlandiſh words he pro- 
nounced, was ſeized with an univerſal palſy of his 
limbs. He would have dropped down upon the ground, 
had not Pipes ſupported and encouraged him to ſtand 
vron his defence. The doctor, contrary to his expec- 
tation, finding that he had nut flinched from the ſpot, 
thouga he had now performed one half of his career, 
put in practice his latt effort, by firing his piſtol, the 
noiſe of which no ſooner reached the cats of the affrighte 
than he recommended his foul to God, and 
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ed 
roared for mercy with great vociteration, 


7 


The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, com- 
mandcd him to yield, and {urrender his arms on pain of 
immediate death; upon which he threw away his piſ- 
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tols and ſword, in ſpite of all the admonitions end even 
threats of his ſ-cond, who left him to his fate, and went 
up to his maſter, ſtopping his noſe with figns of loath- 
ing and abhorrence. 

The victor having won the Spolia Opima, granted 
him his life, on condition that he would on his knees 
ſupplicate his pardon, acknowledge himſelf inferior to 
his conqueror in every virtue and qualification, and 
promiſe for the future to merit his favour by ſubmiſſion 
and reſpect. Theſe inſolent terms were readily em- 
braced by the unfortunate challenger, who fairly own- 
ed, that he was not at all calculated for the purpoſes of 
war, and that henceforth he would contend with no 
weapon but his pencil. He begged, with great humi— 
lity, that Mr Pickle would not think the worſe of his 
morals for this defect of courage, which was a natural 
infirmity inherited from his father, and ſuſpend his opi- 
nion of his talents, until he ſhould have an opportunity 
cf contemplating the charms of his Cleopatra, which 
would be finithed in leſs than three months, 

Our hero obſerved, with an affected air of diſpleaſure, 
that no man could be juſtly condemned for being ſub- 
je to the im preſſions of fear; and therefore his cow- 
aruice might eaſily be forgiven; but there was ſome— 
thing ſo preſumptuous, diſhoneſt, and difingenuous, in 
arrogating a quality to which he knew he had not the 
ſmalleſt pretenſion, that he could not forget his miſbe- 
haviour all at once, though he would condelcend to com- 
municate with him as f-rmerly, in hopes of ſceing a retor- 
mation in his conduct. Pallet proteſted, that there was no 
dilimulation in the caſe; for he was ignorant of his own 
weakneſs, until his reſolution was put to the trial: he 
fanhtully promiſed to demean himleif, during the re- 
marnirg part of the tour, with that conſcious modeſty 


and penitence which becomes a perſon in his condition; 
| | and, 
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and, for the preſent, implore the aſſiſtance of Mr Pipes, 
in diſembarraſſing him ſtom the diſagreeable coniequence 


of his fear. 


HAT. 


The doctor exults in his viclary. They ſet out for Rot- 
terdam, where they are entertained by two Durch 
gentlemen in a yacht, which is overturned in the Miete, 
t9 the manifet hazard of the patnter*'s life, They 
ſpend the evening with their entertainers, and nest: day 
viſit a cabinet of curigſitiet. 


] was accordingly ordered to adminiſter to his 

occaſious; and the conqueror, elated with his ſuc- 
ceſs, which he in a great mealure attributed to his min- 
ner of attack, and the hymn which he howled, to! 1 
Peregrine, that he was now convinced of the truth vc 
what Pindar ſung in theſe words, Mn de me pepiilete 
Zeus, alugontai Boan Pieridon aionta; for he had no 
ſooner begun to repeat the mellifluent Rrains of that di- 
vine poet, than the wretch his antagoniſt was contound- 
ed, and his nerves unſtrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the prus 
dence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and al- 
cribed the conlternation of Pallet to the remembrance 
of ſome crime that lay heavy upon his conſcience; for, 
in his opinion, a man of virtue and common ſeuſe could 
not pollivly be afraid of death, which is not only the 
peaceful harbour that receives him thattered on the tem- 
peſtuous fea of life, but alſo the eternal ſeal of his fame 
and glory, which it is no longer in his power to forfeit 
and forego. He lamented his fate, in being doomed to 
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live in ſuch degenerate days, when war is become a 
mercenary trade z and ardently withed, that the day 
would come when he ſhould have ſuch an opportunity 
cf fignal:Zing his courage in the cauſe of liberty, as that 
of Marathon, where an handful of Athenians, fighting 
for their freedom, defeatd the whole {irength of the 
Peiſian empire. Would to Heaven! (laid ke) my 
muſe were bleſſed with an occaſion to emulate that glo. 
rious teſtimany on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Ci. 
mon, for two great victories gained on the ſame day o- 
ver the Perfians by ſea and land; in which it is very 
remarkable, that the greatneſs of the occaſion has raiſed 
the manner of expreſſion above the uſual ſimplicity and 
FE of all other ancient inſcriptions.” Hs then re- 
peated it with all the pomp of declamation, and fignih- 
ed his hope, that the French would one day invade us 
with ſuch an army as that which Xerxes, led into Greece, 
that it might be in his power to devote himſelf, like 
Leonidas, to the freedom of his count! 

This memorable combat being thus 8 and 
every thing that was remarkable in Antwerp — 
they ſent their baggage down the Scheld to Rotterdam, 
and ict ont for the lame place in a poſt-waggoa, which 
that ſame evening brought them in lafety to the banks 
of the Maze. They put up at an Engliſh houſe of 
tettaiament, remarkable for the modeſly and mudera- 
tion of the landlord ; and next morning the doctor went 
in perion, to deliver letters of recommendation to two 
Dutch gentlemen, from one of his acquaintance at Pa- 
ris. Neither of them happened to be at home when he 
called, ſo that he leſt a meſſage at their lodgings, with 
his addreſs; and in the afternoon they waited upon the 
company, and, after many hoſpitable profeſſions, one of 
the two invited them to . the evening at his 


houſe. 


Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile they had provided a pleaſure yacht, in 
which they propoſed to treat them with an excurſion 
upon the Ma*ze. This being almoſt the only diverſion 
that place affords, our young gentleman reliſhed the pro- 
poſal; and, notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of Mr 
Jolter, who declined the voyage on account of the 
roughneſs of the weather, they went on board without 
heſitation, and found a callation prepared in the cabin. 
While they tacked to and fro 1n the river, under the 
impulſe. of a mackerel breeze, the phyſician expreſ- 
ſed his ſatisfaction, and Pallet was ravithed with the 
entertainment, But the wind increaſing, to the un- 
ſpeakable joy of the Dutchmen, who had now an op- 
portunity of ſhewing their dexterity in the management 
of the veſſel, the gueſts found it incoavenieat to ſtand 
upon deck, and impoſlible to ſit below. on account of 
the clouds of tobacco-lnoke wich rolled from the pipes 
of their entertainers, in ſuch volumes as annoyed them 
even to the hazard of ſuffucation, This fumization, 
together with the extraordinary motion of the ſhip, be- 
gan to affect the head and ſtomach of the painter, wha 
begged earneſtly to be fet on ſhore: but the Datch 
gentlemen, who had no idea of his ſufferings, iaſiſted, 
with ſurprifing obitinacy of regard, upon his ſtaying un- 
til he ſhould [ce an intiance of the {kill of their marie 
ners; and briuging him on deck, commanded the men 
to carry the veſſel's lee-gunwale under water. This 
nicety of navigation they. inſtantly performed, to the 
admiration of Pickle, the diſcompoſure of the doctor, 
and terror of Pallet, who blefled himſelf from the cour- 
teſy of a Dutchman, and prayed to Heaven for his de- 
liverance. 

Waile the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of this 
feat, and the diſtreſs of the punter at the :ame time, 
the yacht w $ overtaken by a ſudden Iquall, that over- 

= ſet 
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ſet her in a moment, and flung every man overboard 
into the Maeze before they could have the leaſt warn— 
ing of their fate, much leſs time to provide againſt the 
accident. Peregrine, who was an expert ſwimmer, 
reached the ſhore in ſafety; the phyſician, in the ago- 
nies of deſpair, laid faſt hold on the trunk-breeches of 
one of the men, who dragged him to the other fide; the 
entertainers landed at the bomb-keys, ſmoaking their 
pipes all the way with great deliberation ; and the poor 
painter muſt have gone to the bottom, had not he been 
encounterd by the cable of a ſhip that lay at anchor 
near the ſcene of their diſaſſer. Though his ſenſes had 
forſaken him, his hands faſtened by inſtinct on this pro- 
vidential occurrence, which he held with ſuch a con- 
vulſive graſp, that when a boat was ſent aut to bring 
him on (hore, it was with the utmoſt difficulty that his 
fingers were diſengaged. He was carried into a houſe, 
deprived of the uſe of ſpeech, and bereft of all ſenſa- 
tion; and being ſuſpended by the heels, a vaſt quantity 
of water run out of his mouth. This evacuation being 
made, he began to utter dread ful groans, which gradu- 
ally increaſed to a continued roar; and after he had 
regained the uſe of his ſenſes, he underwent a delirium 
that laſted ſeveral hours. As for the treaters, they 
never dreamed of expreſſing the leaſt concern to Pickle 
or the phyſician for what had happened, becauſe it was 
an accident fo common, as to paſs without notice, 

Leaving the care of the veſſel to the ſeamen, the 
company retired to their reſpective lodgings, in order 
to ſhift their clothes, and in the evening our travellers 
were conducted to the houſe of their new friend, who, 
with a view of making his invitation more agreeable, 
had aſſembled to the number of twenty or thirty En- 
gl ſhmen, of all ranks and degrees, from the merchant to 
the periwig-maker's prentice, 


In 
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In the midſt of this congregation ſtood a chaſfing 
diſh with live coals, for the convenience of lighting 
their pipes, and every individual was accommodated 
with a ſpitting-box. There was not a mouth in the 
apartment unfurniſhed with a tube, ſo that they re- 
ſembled a convocation of chimeras breathing fire and 
ſmoke; and our gentlemen were fain to imitate their 
example in their own defence. It is not to be ſuppoſ- 
ed that the converſation was either very ſprightly or 
polite. The whole entertainment was of the Dutch caſt, 
frowzy and phlegmatic: and our adventurer, as he re- 
turned to his lodging, tortured with the head- ache, and 
diſguſted with every circumſtance of his treatment, 
curſed the hour in which the doctor nad ſaddled them 
with ſuch troubleſome companions, 

Next morning, by eight o'clock, theſe polite Hol- 
landers returned the viſit, and, after breakfaſt, atten- 
ded their Englith friends to the houſe of a perſon that 
poſſeſſed a very curious cabinet of curioſities, to which 
they had ſecured our company's admiſſion. The own» 
er of this collection was a cheele-monger, who received 
them in a woollen night-cap, with flraps buttoned un- 
der his chin. As he underſtood no language but his 
own, be told them, by the canal of one of their conduc- 
tors, that he did not make a practice of thewing his 
curioſities; but underſtanding that they were Englith- 
men, and recommended to his friends, he was content 
to ſubmit them to their peruſal. So ſaying, he led 
them up a dark fair, into a ſmall room, decorated with 
a few paltry figures in plaiter of Paris, two or three 
milerable landſcapes, the ſkins ef an otter, ſeal, and 
lome fiſhes ſtuffed; and in one corner ſtood a glais-caſe, 
furniſhed with newts, frogs, lizards and ſerpents, pre- 
erred in ſpirits; a human foe:us, a calf with two 
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heads, and about two dozen of butterflies pinned upon 
paper, 

The virtuoſo having exhibited theſe particulars, eyed 
the ſtrangers with a look ſolicitiog admiration and ap. 
plauſe; and as he could not perceive any ſymptom of 
either in their geſtures or countenances, withdrew a 
eurtain, and diſplayed a wainſcot cheft of drawers, in 
which he gave them to underſtand was ſomething that 
would agreeably amuſe the imagination. Our travel. 
lers, regaled with this notice, imagined that they would 
be entertained with the fight of ſome curious medals, 
or other productions of aitiquity : but how were they 
diſappointed, when they {aw nothing but a variety of 
ſhells, diſpoſed in whimſical figures, in each drawer! 
After he had detained them full two bours with a te- 
dious commentary upon the ſhape, ſize, and colour of 
each department, he, with a ſupercilious fimper, deſired 
that the Englith gentlemen would frankly and candid- 
ly declare whither his cabinet, or that of Mynheer 
Sloane at London, was the moſt valuable? Whea this 
requeſt was ſignified in Eoglſh to the company, the 
painter inſtantly exclaimed, “ By the Lard, they are 
not to be named of a day. And as for that matter, [ 
would not give one corner of Saltero's coffee-houle, at 
Chelſea, for all the traſh he hath thewn,” Peregrine, 
unwilling to mortify any perſon who had done his en- 
deavour to pleaſe him, obſerved, that what they had 
ſeen was very curious and entertaining ; but that no 
private collection in Europe was equal to that of Sir 
Hans Sloane, which, excluti ve of preſents, had colt an 
hundred thouſand pounds. The two conductors were 
coufounded at this affeveratioa, which being com- 
municated to the cheeſc-monzer, he ſhook his head 
with a fignificant grin; and (though he did. not chooſe 


10 expreis Als incredulity in words, gave our hero to 
underſiage, 
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anderſtand, that he did not much depend upon his ves» 
racity. » 

From the houſe of this Dutch naturaliſt, they were 
iragzed all round the city, by the painful civility of 
their attendants, who did not quit them till the even- 
ing was well advanced, and then not till after they 
had promiſed to be with them before ten o'clock next 
day, in order to conduct them to a country-houle, 
atuated in a pleaſant village on the other fide of the 
river. 

Pickle was already ſo much fatigued with their hoſ- 
vitality, that, for the firſt time of his life, he ſuffered a 
dejection of ſpirits; and reſolved, at any rate, to avoid 
the threatened perſecution of to-morrow. With this 
view he ordered his ſervants to pack up ſome clothes 
and linen in a portmanteau, and in the morning em- 
barked with his governor in the Treckſkuyt for the 
Higue, whither he pretended to be called by ſome ur- 
gent occaſion, leaving his fellow-travellers to make his 
zpology to their friends; and aſſuring them that he 
would not proceed for Amſterdam without their ſociety. 
2 arrived at the Hague in the afternoon, and dined 
at an ordinary, frequented by officers and people of 
ialhion ; where being informed that the princeſs would 
ſee company in the evening, he dreſſed himiclt in a 
rich ſuit of the Pariſian cut, and went to court, without 
any introdu gion. A perſon of his appearance could 
not fail to attract the notice of ſuch a ſmall circle. The 
prince himſelf, underitanding he was an Eagliſhman 
and a ſtranger, went up to him, without ceremony; and 
having welcomed him to the place, converſed with 
kim, for ſome minutes, on the common topics of diſ- 


courſe, 
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They proceed to the Hague; from whence they depart 
for Amſterdam, where they ſce a Dutch tragedy, 
Vifit the muſic-houſe, in which Peregrine guarrels 
with the captain of a man cf war. They paſs through 
Haarlem, in their way to Leyden, Return to Rot- 
terdam, whers the company ſeperates, and our hero, 
with his attendants, arrive in ſafety at Harwich, 


EING joined by their fellow-travellers in the mor- 
ning, they made a tour to all the remarkable places 

in this celebrated village; ſaw'the Foundery, the Stadt- 
houſe, the Spinhuys, Vauxhall, and Count Bentinck's 
gardens; and in the evening went to the French come- 
dy, which was direRed by a noted Harlequin, who had 
found means to flatter the Dutch taſte ſo effectually, 
that they extolled him as the greateſt actor that ever ap- 
pearcd in the province of Holland. This famous com- 
pany did not repreſent regular theatrical pieces, but 
only a fort of impromptu's, in which this noted player 
always performed the greateſt part of the entertainment. 
Among other ſallies of wit that eſcaped him, there was 
one circumſtance fo remarkably adapted to the diſpo- 
fition and genius of his audience, that it were pity to 
paſs it over in ſilence. A windwill being exhibited on 
the ſcene, Harlequin, after having ſurveyed it with 
curiofity and admiration, aſks one of the millers the ule 
of that machine; and being told that it was a wind- 
mill, obſerves with ſome concern, that as there was not 
the leaſt breath of wind, he could not have the pica- 
ſure of ſeeing it turn round. Urged by this conſider- 
ation, he puts himſelf into the attitude of a perſon wrapt 


in profound meditation; and having contiaued a ie 
ſeconds 


— Y moe” RR” d . ĩèͤ ß ]²ĩ— ... 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 215 


ſeconds in this poſture, runs to the miller with great 
eagerneſs and joy, and telling him that he had found 
an expedient to make his mill work, very fairly un- 
buttons his breeches; then preſenting his poſteriors 
to the ſails of the machine, certain exploſions are im- 
mediately heard, and the arms of the mill began to turn 
round, to the infinite fati-fiftion of the ſpectators, who 
approved the joke with loud peals of applauſe. 

Our travellers ſtaid a fes days at the Hague, during 
which the young gentleman waited on the Britith am- 
baſſador, to whom he was recommended by his Excel- 
lency at Paris, and Joſt about thirty guineas at billiards 
to a French adventurer, who decoycd him into the 
ſnare by Keeping up his game, Then they departed in 
a poſt-waggon for Amſterdam, being provided with let- 
ters of introduction to an Engliſh merc3ant refiding in 
that city, under whole auſpices they viſited every thing 
worth ſeeing, and among other excurſions went to ſee a 
Dutch tragedy acted ; an entertainment, which, cf all 
others, had the ſtrangeſt effect upon the organs of our 
hero, The dreſſes of their chief perſonages were fo 
antique, their manner ſo awkwardly abſurd, and their 
langunge fo ridiculouſly unfit for conveying the ſenti- 
ments of love and honour, that Peregrine's nerves were 
diaretically affected with the complicated abſurdity, and 
he was compelled to withdraw twenty times before the 
catalirophe of the piece. 

The ſubject of this performance was the famous ſtory 
of Scipio's continence and virtue, in reſtoring the tair 
captive to her lover. Ihe young Roman hero was 
repreſented by a broad-fic'd Batavian, in a Burgo- 
walter's gown and a fur cap, fitting imoaking nis 
pipe at a table furnithed with a can of Beer. a drink- 
ing-glaſs, and a plate of tobacco: the lady was ſuch a 
lerlon as Scipio might very well be ſuppoſed to give 

away 


* 
| | 
- 


_— 4% rt ” 


. 922 —„— „ „ „ 


e 3 


— * 
we * — 


= — 
> 


hn 
3 
_ 


8 * 9 
„ 12793 


216 THE ADVENTURES OF 


away, without any great effort of generoſity ; and in. 
deed the Celtiberian prince ſeemed to be of that opi. 
nion; for, upon receiving her from the hand of the vic. 
tor, he diſcovered none of thoſe tranſports of gratitude 
and joy which Livy deſcribes in recounting this event, 
The Dutch Scipio, however, was complaiſant enough in 
his way; for he deſired her to fit at his right hand, by 
the appellation of Ja frow, and with bis own 8 
fillirg a clean pipe, preſented it to Mynheer Allucio 
the lover, The reft of the eeconomy of the piece was 
in the ſame tzſte; which was ſo agreeable to the audi. 
ence, that they ſcemed to have ſhaken off their aatural 
phlegm, in order to applaud the performance, 

From the play our company adjourned to the houſe 
of their friend, where they {pent the evening; and the 
converſation turning upon poetry, a Dutchman who was 
preſent, ard underſtood the Engliſh language, having 
liſtened very attentively to the diſcourſe, lifted up with 
both hands the greateſt part of a Cheſhire cheeſe that 
lay upon the table, ſaying, © I do know vat is boetrie. 
Mine brotre be a great boet, and ave vrought a book as 
dick as all dat.“ Pickle, diverted with this method of 
eſlimaring en author according to the quantity of bis 
Forks, inquired about the ſubject of this bard's writings; 
but of theſe his brother could give no account, or other 
information but that there was little market for the com- 
medity, which bung heavy upon his hands, and 1n- 
duced him to with he had applied himſelf to anotuer 
trade, 

The cnly remsrkable ſcene in Amfterdam which our 
e Spuyl or muſic-houſcs, 


company bad not ſeen was t 
are main 


which, by the corrivance ge 3 me gilt rates, 
taired for the recreation of thoſe who might attempt 


the chaility of crediizble women, if they were not pro- 


| 
vided with ſuch conveniencies, To one of theſe night- 


houſes did our travellers repair, under the cc nduct of 
the 


A 
and 
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the Engliſh merchant, and were introduced into ſuch 
another place as the ever-memorable coffee-houſe of 
Moll King; with this difference, that the company here 
were not ſo riotous as the bucks of Covent-garden, but 
ſormed themſelves into a circle, within which ſome of 
the number danced to the muſic of a ſcurvy organ and 
a few other inſtruments, that uttered tunes very ſuitable 
to the diſpoſition of the hearers, while the whole apart- 
ment was ſhrouded with clouds of ſmoke impervious to 
the view, When our gentleman entered, the floor was 
occupied by two females and their gallants, who, inthe 
performance of their exerciſe, lifted their legs like fo 
many oxen at plough; and the pipe of one of thee 
hoppers happening to be exhauſted, in the midſt of his 
ſaraband, he very deliberately drew forth his tobacco- 
box, filling and lighting it again, without any interrup- 
tion to the dance, Peregrine being unchecked by the 
preſence of his goveraor, wha was too tender to his 
own reputation to attend them in this expedition, made 
up to a iprightly French girl that fat in ſeeming expec- 
tation of a cuſtomer, and prevailing upon her to be his 
partner, led her into the circle, and, in his turn, took 
the opportunity of dancing a minuet, to the adwiration 
of all pretent. He intended to have exhibited another 
ſpecimen of his ability in this art, when the captain of 
2D ch may of war chancing to come in, and ſeeing a 

langer engaged with the lady whom, it ſeems, he had 
beſpoke for his bedtellow, he advanced, wichout any 
cereony, and le:iZing her by the arm, pulled her to 
tie other ile of the room. Our adventurer, who was 
not mean to pat up wire luch a brutal afff ont, follow. 

ec Ie raviſher With 1ndizoation in his eyes; aud paſhe 

b nu on cue de, retook the ſubzect of their conteſt, 

and sea ber back o Le place from whence the had 

been arge. ihe Dutchman, euraged at the youih's 
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preſumption, obeyed the firſt dictates of his choler, and 
lent his rival a hearty box on the ear; which was im. 
mediately repaid with intereſt, before our hero could 
recolle&t himſelf ſufficiently to lay his hand upon his 


ſword, and beckon the aggreſſor to the door. 


Notwithſtanding the confuſion and diſorder which 
this affair produced in the room, and the endeavours of 
Pickle's company, who interpoſed, in order to prevent 
bloodſhed, the antagoniſts reached the ſtreet : and Pere. 
grine drawing, was ſurpriſed to ſee the captain advance 
. againſt him with a long knife, which he preferred to 
the ſword that hung by his ſide. The youth, con- 


founded at this prepoſterous behaviour, deſired him in 


the French tongue to lay aſide that vulgar implement 
and approach like a gentleman : but the Hollander, who, 


neither underſtood the propoſal, nor would have com- 


plied with his demand, had he been made acquainted 


with his meaning, ruſhed foreward like a deſperado, be. 


fore his adverſary could put hiaiſelf on bis guard; and 


if the young gentleman had not been endued with ſur-| 


priſing agility, his noſe would have fallen a ſacrifice to 
the fury of the affailant. Finding himſelf in ſuch im- 
minent jeopardy, he leaped to one fide, and the Dutch 
man paſſing him, in the force of his career, he with one 
nimble kick made ſuch application to his enemy's heels, 
that he flew like lightning into the canal, where he had 
almoſt periſhed by pitching upon one of the poſts witi 
which it was faced, | 

Peregrine having performed this exploit, did not flay 
for the captain's coming on ſhore, but retreated wil 
all diſpatch, by the advice of his conductor; and next 
day embarked with his companions in the Skuyt, for 
Haarlem, where they dined, and in the evening ar 
ved at the ancient city of Leyden, where they met with 


ſome Engliſh ſtudents, who treated them with gre® 
hoſpitalit 
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hoſpitality, Not but that the harmony of the Conver- 
ſation was that ſame night interrupted by a diſpute 
that aroſe between one of thoſe young gentlemen and 
the phyſician, about the cold and hot methods of pre- 
ſcription in the gout and rheumatiſm; and proceeded to 
ſuch a degree of mutual reviling, that Pickle, aſhamed 
and incenſed at his fellow-traveller's want of urbanity, 
eſpouſed the other's cauſe, and openly rebuked him for 
tis unmannerly petulance, which (he ſaid) rendered 
kim unfit for the purpoſes, and unworthy of the benefit 
of ſociety. This unexpected declaration overwhelmed 
the doctor with amazement and confufion ; he was in- 
ſtantaneouſly deprived of his ſpeech, and during the re- 
maining part of the party, {at in filent mortification. In 
all probability he deliberated with himſelf, whether or 
not he ſhould expoſtulate with the young gentleman on 
the freedom he had taken with his character in a com- 
pany of ſtrangers 3 but as he knew he had not a Pal- 
et to deal with, he very prudently ſuppreſſed that ſug- 
geſtion, and in ſecret chewed the cud of reſentment. 
After they had viſited the phyſic- garden, the uni- 
verſity, the anatomical hall, and every other thing that 
was recommended to their view, they returned to Rot- 
terdam, and held a conſultation upon the method of 
tranſporting themſelves to England. The doctor, 
whoſe grudge againſt Pereggine was rather inflamed 
than allayed by our hero's indifference and neglect, had 


lampered with the ſimplicity of the painter, who was 


proud of his advances towards a perfect reconciliation ;; 
and now took the opportunity of parting with our ad- 
venturer, by declaring that he and his friend Mr Pallet 
were reſolved to take their paſſage in a trading ſloop, 
after he had heard Peregrine object againſt that tedious, 
dilagreeable, and uncertain method of conveyance. 
Pickle immediately ſaw his intention, and, without: 

x uſing 
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uſing the leaſt argument to diſſuade them from theirde. 
gn, or expreſſing the ſmalleſt degree of concern at their 
ſeparation, very coolly wiſhed them a proſperous voyage, 
and ordered his baggage to be ſent to Helvoetſluys, 
where he himſelf, and his retinue, went on board of the 
packet next day, and, by the favour of a fair wind, in 
eighteen hours arrived at Harwich, 


CHAP. LI. 


Pereprine gelivert his letters of recommendation at Lon. 
don, and.returns to the garriſon, to the unſpeakable joy 
of the commodore and his whole family. 


OW that our hero found himſelf on Engliſh ground, 
his heart dilated with the proud recollection of 

his own improvement ſince he left his native ſoll. He 
began to recognize the intereſting ideas of his tender 
years; he enjoyed, by anticipation, the pleaſure of 
ſeeing his friends in the garriſon, aſter an abſence of 
eighteen months; and the image o! his charming Emilia, 
Which other leſs worthy confiderations had depreſſed, 
re ſumed the full poſſeſſion of his breaſt. He remember- 
ed, with ſhame, that he had neglected the correſpon- 
dence with her brother, which he himlelt had ſolicited, 
ard in conſequence of which he had received a letter 
from nat young gentleman while he lived at Paris, Ia 
ſpite of theſe conſcientious retleQtions, be was too (cli: 
{utfcient to think he ſhould find any difficulty in ob- 
taining forgiveneſs for ſuch fins of omiſſion ; and began 
to imagine, that his paſſion would be prejudicial to the 


dignity of his ſituation, if it could not be gtatified upon 
| | | terms 
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terms which formerly his imagination durſt not con- 


ceive. 
Sorry am 1, that the taſk I have undertaken lays me 


under the neceſſity of divulging this degeneracy in 
the ſentiments of our imperious youth, who was now in 


the heyday of his blood, fluſhed with the conſciouſneſs: 


of his own qualifications, vain of his fortune, and elated 
on the wings of imaginary expectation. Though he 
was deeply enamoured of Miſs Gauntlet, he was far 
from propoſing her heart as the ultimate aim of his gal- 
lantry, which (he did not doubt) woald triumph over 
the moſt illuſtrious females of the land, and at onc: re. 
gale his appetite and ambition, 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appearance at” 
the garriſon equally ſurpriſing and agreeable, he cau- 
tioned Mr- Jolter againit writing to the Commodore, 
who had not heard of them fince their departure from 
Paris, and hired a poſt chaiſe and horſes for London. 
The governor going out to give orders about the carri- 
age, inadvertently left a paper book open upon the 
table; and his pupil caſting his eyes upon the page, chan- 
ced to read theſe words: Sept. 15, Arrived in ſafe - 


ty, by the bleſſing of God, in this unhappy kingdom 


of England, And thus concludes the journal of my 
laſt peregrination,” Peregrine's curioſity being inflam- 
ed by this extraordinary coacluſion, he turned to the 
beginning, and peraſed ſeveral theets of a diary, ſuch 


as is commoaly kept by that claſs of people known by- 


the denomination of travelling governors, for the ſalis- 
faction of themſelves and the parents or guardians of their 
pupils, and for the edification and entertainment of their 
friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr Jolter's 
performance, we ſhall tranſcribe the tranſactions of one 


day, as he had recorded them; and that abſtract will 
g © 3 be- 
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be a ſufficient ſpecimen of the whole plan and execu- 
tion of the work. 


May 3. At eight o'clock ſet out from Boulogne 


in a poſt-chaiſe: the morning hazv and cold. Fortified 
my ſtomach with a cordial. Recommended ditto to 
Mr P. as an antidote againſt the fog. Mem. He refu- 
fed it. The hither horſe greaſed in the off paſtern of 
the hind leg. Arrive at Samers, Mem, This laſt was 
a poſt and a half, 2. e. three leagues, or nine Engliſh 
miles, The day clears up. A fine champaign country, 
well ſtored with corn. The poſtillion fays his prayers 
in paſſing by a wooden crucifix upon the road. Mem, 
The horſes ſtaled in a {mal} brook that runs in a bot- 
tom betwixt two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A com- 
mon poſt, A diſpute with my pupil, who is obſtinate, 
and ſwayed by an uclucky prejudice, Proceed to Mon- 
treuil, where we dine on choice pigeons, A very mo- 
derate charge, No chamber-pot in the room; owing 
to the negligence of the maid. This an ordinary pot, 
Set out again for Nampon!. Troubled with flatulences 
and indigeſtion. Mr P. is ſullen, and ſeems to miſtake 
an eruQtation for the breaking of wind backwards. 
From Nampont depart for Berney, at which place we 
arrive in the evening, and propoſe to ftay all night. 
N. B. The two laſt are double poſts, and our catile ve- 
ry willing, though not ſtrong. Sup on a delicate ra- 
gout and excellent partridges, in company with Mr H. 
and his ſpouſe. Mem, The ſaid H. trod upon my corn 


by miftake. Diſcharge the bill, which is not very rea- 


ſonable. Diſpute with Mr P. about giving money to 
the ſervant: he inſiſts upon my giving a twenty-four 
ſol piece, which is too much by two thirds, in all 
co:icience, N. B. She was a pert baggage, and did not 
deſerve a liard.“ 


Our hero was ſo much diſobliged with certain cir- 
cumliances 
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eumſtances of this amuſing and inſtructing journal, that, 
by way of puniſhing the author, he interlined theſe 
words betwixt two paragraphs, in a manner that exactly 
r:ſembled the tutor's hand writing; Mem. Had the 


pleaſure of drinking myſelf into a ſweer intoxication, 


by toaſting our lawful king, and his royal family, a- 
mong ſome worthy Engliſh fathers of the ſociety of Je- 


ſus.“ 


Having taken this revenge, he ſet out for London, 
where be waited upon thoſe noblemen to whom he had 


letters of recommendation from Paris; and was not only 
graciouſly received, but even loaded with careſſes and 
proffers of ſervice, beciuſe they underſtood he was a 
young gentleman o fortune, who, far from itand:ng in 
need of their countenance or aſhitance, would make an 
ufcful and creditable addition to the number of their 
adherents, He had the honour of dining at their tables, 
in conſequence of preiling invitations, and of ſpending 
ſeveral evenings with the lies, to whom he was parti- 


cularly agrecable, on account of his perſon, addreis, and 


bleediag freely at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he thought 
it was high time to pay his reſpects to his generous be- 
ne factor the Commodore; and accordingly departed one 


morning with his train, for the garriſon, at which he 


arrived in ſatety the ſame nignt. When be entered the 
gate, which was opened by a new ſervant that did not 
know him, he found his od friend Hatchway fialking 
in the yard, with a night cap on his head, and a pipe in 
his mouth; and advancing to him, took him by the hand 
betore he had any intimation of his approach. The 
lieutenant, thus ſaluted by a ſtranger, ſtared at him in 
ſilent aſtoniſhment till he recollected his features, which 


were no ſooner known, than daſhing the pipe upoa the 


pavement, he exclaimed, © Smite my croſs-trees! tavu'rt 


welcome 
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welcome to port;” and hugg'd him in his arms with 
great affection. He then, by a cordial ſqueeze, expreſ. 
ſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing his old ſhip-mate Tom, who 
applying his whiſtle to his, mouth, the whole caſtle e. 
choed with his performance. 

The ſervaats hearing the well-known ſound, poured 
out in a tumult of joy; and underſtanding. that their 
young maſter was returned, raiſed ſuch a pale of accla. 
mation, as aſtoniſhed the Commodore and his lady, and 
inſpired Julia with ſuck an intereſting preſage, that her 
heart began to. throb with violence. Running out in 
the hurry and perturbation of her hope, ſhe was ſo much 
; overwhelmed at the ſight of her brother, that ſhe actual. 
ly fainted in his arms. But from this trance ſhe ſoon 
awaked; and Peregrine having teſtified his pleaſure and 
affection, went up ſtairs, and preſented himſelf before 
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Li his godfather and aunt, Mrs Trunnion roſe and recei- 
5 ved him with.a gracious embrace, bleſſing God for his 
bf happy return from a land of impiety and vice, in which 


the hoped his morals bad not been corrupted, nor his 
principles of religion altered or impaired. The old 
gentleman being confined to his chair, was ſtruck dumb 
with pleaſure at his appearance; and having made di- 
4 vers ineffectual efforts to get up, at length diſcharged 
3 2 volley of curſes againſt his own limbs, and held out 

his hand to his godſon, who kiſs'd it with great re- 

ſpe. 

i After he had: finiſhed his apoſtrophe to the gout, 
which was the daily and hourly ſubject of his execra- 
tions, Well. my lad. (ſaid he) I care not how ſoon J 
go to bottom, now I behold thee ſafe in harbour again: 
and yet I tell a damn'd lie; I would 1 could keep a 
float, until I ſhould ſee a luſty boy of thy. begetting; 
Odds my timbers! I love thee ſo well, that I believe 


thou art the fpawn of my own body; though I can give 
no 
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no account of thy being put upon the flocks,” Then 


f turning his eye upon Pipes, who by this time had pe- 
by netrated into his apartment, and addreſſed him with the 
1 uſual ſalutation of“ What cheer?” © Ahey! (eried 
he) are you there, you herring-fac'd ſon of a ſea-calf? 
0 What a ſlippery trick you play'd your old commander! 
17 But come, you dog, there's my fiſt; I forgive you for 
5 the love you bear to my god ſon. Go man your tackle, 
4 and hoilt a caſk of ſtrong beer into the yard, knock out 
1 the bung, and put a pump in it, for the uſe of all my 
i ſervants and neighbours; and, d'ye hear, let the pater- 
þ eroes be fired, and the garriſon illuminated, as rejoĩcings 
. for the lafe arrival of your maſter. By the lord! if J 
| had the uſe of theſe damn'd ſhambling ſhanks, I would 
1 dance a hornpipe with the belt of you.” 
The next object of his attention was Mr Folter, who 
was honoured with particular marks of diſtinction, and 
the repeated promiſe of enjoying the living in his gift, 
; 23 an acknowledgment of the care and diſcretion with 
| which he had ſuperintended the education and morals 
| 


ct our hero. The governor was ſo affected by the ge- 
neroſity of his patron, that the tears ran down his cheeks, 
while he expreſſed his gratitude, and the infinite ſatis- 
taclion be felt, in contemplating the accompliſhments of 
nis pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders he had 
received ; the beer was produced, the gates were thrown 
open tor the admiſſion of all comers, the whole houſe 
was ligated up, and the patererges were diſcharged in 
repeated vollies. Such phenomena could not fail to 
actract the notice of the neighbourhood, The club at 
iunley's were aſtoniſhed at the report of the guns, 
which produced various conjectures among the members 
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blins, and ordered the guns to be fired in token of dif. 
treſs, as he had acted twenty years before, when he was 
annoyed by the ſame grievance, The exciſeman, with 
a waggiſh ſneer, expreſſed his apprehenſion of Trun- 
nion's death, in conſequence of which, the patereroes 
might be diſcharged with an equivocal intent, either as 
fignals of his lady's forrow or rejoicing. The attorney 
fignified a ſuſpicion of Hatchway's being married to 
Miſs Pickle, and that the firing and illuminations were 
in honour of the nuptials : upon which Gamaliel diſco- 
vered ſome faint ſigus of emotion, and taking the pipe 
from his mouth, gave as his opinion, that his fiſter was 
brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of 
their own 1maginations, a company of country men, who 
ſat drinking in the kitchen, and whoſe legs were more 
ready than their invention, ſallied out to know the 
meaning of thefe exhibitions; and underſtanding that 
there was a butt of ſtrong beer abroach in the yard, to 
which they were invited by the ſervants, ſaved them- 
ſelves the trouble and expence of returning to ſpend the 
evening at the public houſe, and liſted themſelves un- 
der the banner of Tom Pipes, who preſided as director 
ef this feſtival. . 

The news of Peregrine's return being communicated 
to the pariſh, the parſon, and three or four neighbour- 
ing gentleman, who were well-wiſhers to our hero, im- 
mediately repaired to the garriſon, in order to pay their 
compliments on this happy event ; and were detained to 
ſupper. An elegant entertainment was prepared by the 
direction of Miſs Julia, who was an excellent houſewife; 
and the Commodore was ſo invigorated with joy, that 
he ſeemed to have renewed his age. 

Among thoſe who honoured the occaſion with his 


preſence, was Mr Clover, the young gentleman that. 
: | made 
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made his addreſſes to Peregrine's ſiſter. His heart was 
ſo big with his paſſion, that while the reſt of the com- 
pany were ing roſſed by their cups, he ſeized an oppor- 
tunity of our hero's being detached from the converſa- 
tion, and, in the impatience of his love, conjured him 
to conſent to his happineſs ; proteſting, that he would 
comply with any terms of ſettlement, that a man of his 
fortune could embrace, in favour of a young lady whe 
was abſolute miſtreſs of his affections. 
Our youth thanked him very politely for his favour- 
able ſentiments and honourable intention towards his 
ſiſter, and told him, that at preſent he ſaw no reaſon to 
obſtruQ his deſire ; that he would conſult Julia's own 
inclinations, and confer with him about the means of 
gratifying his wiſh, but, in the mean time, begged to 
be excuſed from diſcuſſing any point of ſuch importance 
to them both. Reminding him of the jovial purpoſe 
oa which they were happily met, he promoted ſuch a 
quick circulation of the bottle, that their mirth grew 
noiſy and obRreperous : they broke forth into repeated 
peals of laughter, without any previous incitement, ex. 
cept that of claret. Theſe exploſions were ſucceeded 
by Bacchanalian fongs, in which the old gentleman 
himſelf attempted to bear a ſhare : the ſedate governor 
ſnapped time with his fingers, and the pariſh prieſt aſ- 
ſiſted in the chorus with a moſt expreſlive nakedneſs 
of countenance. Before midnight, they were almoſt 
all finned to their chairs, as if they had been fixed by 
the power of enchantment; and what rendered the con- 
finement ſtill more unfortunate, every ſervant in the 
houſe was in the ſame ſituation ; fo that they were fain 
to take their repoſe as they fat, and nodded at each o- 
ther like a congregation of anabaptiſts. 
Next day, Peregrine communed with his ſiſter on 
the ſubject of her match with Mr Clover, who (the told 
| him 
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him) had offered to ſettle a jointer of four hundred 
pounds, and take her to wife, without any expeQation 
of a dowry. She, moreover, gave him to underſtand, 
that in his abſence ſhe had received ſeveral meſſages 
from her mother, commanding her to return to her fa. 
ther's houſe ; but that ſhe had refuſed to obey theſe or. 
ders, by the advice and injunctions of her aunt and the 
commodore, which were indeed ſeconded by her 
own inclination; becauſe ſhe had all the reaſon iu the 
world to believe, that her mother only wanted an op- 
portunity of treating her with ſeverity and rancour, 
The reſentment of that lady had been carried to ſuch 
indecent lengths, that ſceing her daughter at church 
one day, {he roſe up, before the parſon entered, and re- 
viled her with great bitterneſs, in the face of the whole 


congregation, 
. — ⁵ e knt —ayꝛ 


CHAT. LXVIL 


Sees his fifter happily married. V'/its Emilia, auh re. 


ceives tim according to his deſerts. 


H brother being of opinion, that Mr Clover's pro- 
poſal was not to be neglected, eſpeciallh as Julia's 
heart was engaged in his tavour, communicated the 
affair to his uncle, woo, with the approbation of Mrs 
1] runiiion, declared himſelf well fatished with the 
young man's addreſſes, and defired that they might be 
buckled with all expedition, without the Knowledge or 
concurrence of her parents, to whum (on account of 
their uinatural barbarity) the was not nut bound to pay 
the leali regard Though our ad venturer enteriained 
the ſame ſentiments of the matter, and the lover dread- 
| 2 wg 
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ing ſome obſtruction, earneſtly begged the immediate 
condeſcenſion of his miſtreſs, ſhe could not be prevailed 
upon to take ſuch a material ſtep, without having firſt 
ſolicited the permiſſion of her father, reſolved, neverthe- 
leſs, to comply with the diQates of her own heart, 
ſhould his objections be frivolous or unjutt, 

Urged by this determination, her admirer waited 
upon Mr Gamaliel at the public-houſe, and with ap- 
pearance of great deference and reſpe&, made him ac- 
quainted with his affection for his daughter, communi- 
cated the particulars of his fortune, with the terms of 
ſettlement he was ready to make; and in concluſion 

told him, that he would marry her without a portion. 

his laſt offer ſeemed to have ſome weigat with the fa« 
ther, who received it with civility, and promiſed, in a 
day or two, to favour him with a final anſwer to his de- 
mand. He, accordingly, that ſame eveaing conſulted 
his wife, who being exaſperated at the proſpect of her 
daughter's iadependency, argue with the moſt virulent 
expaſtulation again!! the match, as an impudent ſcheme 
of her on planning, with a view of inſulting her pa- 
rents, towards whein the had already been guilty of the 
mo4 vicious diſobedience. In thort, the uſed ſuch re- 
monſtrances, as not only averted this weak huſband's 
inclination from the propoſal which he had relithed bee 
fore, but even inſtigated him to apply for a warrant to 
zyprchend his daughter, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was 
200ut to beſtow herſelf in marriage without his privity 
or conſent, 

The juſtice of peace to whom this application was 
made, though he could not refule the order, yet, being 
ro ranger to the malcvolence of the mother, which, 
together with Gameliel's ſimplicity, was notorious in 
tne coantry, he ſeat an intimation of what had happen 
ed to the garriſon; upon which a couple of ſentinels 
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were placed on the gate, and, at the preſſing ſolicitation 
of the lovers, as well as at the deſire of the Commodore, 
her brother and aunt, Julia was wedded without further 
delay; the ceremony being peformed by Mr ]olter, be- 
cauſe the pariſh-pricit prudently declined any cccaſon 
of giving offence, and the curate was too much in the 
intereſt of their enemies to be employed in that office, 

This domeſtic concern being ſettled-to the ſatisfac- 
tion cf aur hero, he eſcorted her next day to the houſe 
of her huſband, who immediately wrote a letter o her 
father, declaring his reaſons for having thus ſuperſeded 
his authority; and Mrs Pickle's mortification was un- 
ſpeakable. 

That the new married couple might be guarded a- 
gainſt all inſult, our young gentleman and his frierd 
Hatchway, with their adherents, lodged in Mr Clover's 
houſe for ſome weeks; during which they viſited their 
2cquaintar.ce in the neighbourhood according to cuſtom, 
When the tranquillity of their family was perfectly e- 
Kabliſhed, and the contract of marciage executed in the 
preſeuce of the old Commodore and his lady, who gave 
her niece five hundred pounds to purchaſe jewels and 
clothes, Mr Peregrine could no longer reſtrain his im- 
patience to fee his dear Emilia; and told his uncle, 
that next day he propvied to ride acroſs the country, 
in order to viſit his friend Gauntlet, from whom he had 
not heard of a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking ſtedfaſtly in his face, 
& Ah! damn your cunning! (faid he) I find the an- 
chor hold, faſt: I did ſouppule as how you would have 
ſlipt your cable, and changed your birth; bu J lee, 
when a young fellow is once brought up by a pretiy 
wench, hc may man his capſtans and viol-block, if he 
wool; but heli as ſocn heave up the peak of Teneritl, 


as bring his auchor aweigh + Cdds heartlikins.! had 1 


known 
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don the young woman was Ned Gauntlet's daughter, 
I qſhouldn't have thrown out fiznal for leaving off 
chace.?? 

Our adventurer was not a little ſurpriſed to hear the 
Commodore talk in this ſtyle, and immediately conjec- 
tured that his friend Godfrey had informed him of the 
whole affair. Inſtead of liſtrening to this approbation 
of his flame with thoſe tranſports of joy which he would 
liave felt had he retained his former ſentiments, he was 

14 chagrined at Trunnion' declaration, and offended at the 
rneeſumption of the young loldier, in preſu ming to dil- 
cloſe the ſeoret with which he had intruſted him. Red»: 
dening with theſe reflections, he aſſurtd the Comanos« 

| dore, that he never had f{:rious thoughts of matrimony z 
ſo that if any perſon had told him he was under any 
engagement of that kind, he had abuſed tis ear; for he 
proteſted, that he Wld never contract Lacy attachments 
without his knowledge and exprels permiſſion. 

Trumion commended him for his prudent reſolution, 
and obſerved, that though no perſon mentioned to him 
| what promiſes had paſſed betwixt him and his ſweet- 
heart, 1t was very plain that he had made love to her, 
and therefore 1t was to be ſuppoſed that his intentions 
were honourable : for he could not believe he was ſuch. 
2 rogue in his heart as to endeavour to debauch the 
daughter of a brave officer, who had ſerved his coun. 
try with credit and reputation, Notwithſtanding this 
remoultrance, which Pickle imputed to the Comm 
| Corc's iguorance of the world, he fet out for the habi- 

tation of Mrs. Gauatlet, with the unjuſtifiable ſentiments 

; ok a man of pleaſure, who ſacrifices every conſideration 

to the defire of his ruling appetite ; and as Wincheſter: 
lay in his way, reſolved to viſit ſome of his friends who 

7 Uwe in that place. It was in the houſe of one of theſe 

chat he was informed of Emilia's being then in town - 
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with her mother; upon which he excuſed himſelf from 
ſtaying to drink tea, and immediately repaired to their 
lcdgings, according to the direction he had received, 

When ke arrived at the door, inſtead of undergoing 
that perturbation of ſpirits which a lover, in his inte- 
reſlirg ſituation, might be ſpppoled to feel, he ſuffered 
no emotion but that of vanity and pride, favoured with 
an opportunity of ſelf-gratificatien, and entered his E- 
milia's apartment with the air of a concened petit- maitre, 
rather than that of. the reſpe&ful admirer, when he vi. 
fts the object of his paſſion after an abſe nge of ſeventeen 
months, | a 

The yourg lady having been very much diſobliged 
at his mortifying neglect of her brother's letter, had 
ſummoned all ber own pride and refolution to her aid; 
and, by means of a happy diſpoſition, ſo far overcame 
her chagrin at his indifference, that ſhe was able to be. 
have in bis preſence with apparent tranquillity and eaſe, 
She was even pleaſed to find he had by accident choſen 
a time for bis viüt, when ſhe was ſurrounded by two or 
three young gentlemen, who profeſſed themſelves her 
admirers, Our pallant was no ſooner announced, than 
ſte collected all her coquetry, put on the gayeſt air ſhe 
could aſſume, and contrived to giggle juſt as he appezr- 
ed at the room door. The compliments of ſalutation 
being performed, ſhe welcomed him tb England in a 
careleſs manner, aſked tne news of Paris, and, before ae 
could make any reply, deſired one of the other gentle- 
men to proceed with the ſequel of that comicul adven- 
ture, in the relation of which be had been interrupted, 

Peregrine ſmiled within himſelf at this behaviour, 
which (without all doubt) he believed lhe had affected, 
to puniſh him for his unkind ſilence while he was a- 
broad, beirg fully perſuaded, that her heart was ablo- 


lutely at his devoticn, On this ſuppoſition, he 47 
I 'e 
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ſed bis Pariſian improvements on the art of converſa- 
tion, and uttered a thouſand prettineſſes in the way of 
compliment, with ſach incredible rotation of tongue, 
that his rivals were ſtruck dumb with aſtonichment; 
and Emilia fretted out of all temper, at ſeeing herſelf - 
deprived of the prerogative of the ſex. He perſiſted, 
however, in this ſurpriſing loquacity. until the reſt of 
the company thought proper to withdraw, and then 
contracted his diſcourſe into the focus of love, which 
now put on a-very different appearance from that which 
it had formerly worn. Inſtead of that awful venera- 
tion which her preſence uſ-d to infpire. that chaſtity of 
ſen:iment and delicacy of expreſſion, he now gaz d up- 
on.-her with the eyes of a libertine; he glowed with 
the impatience of deſire, talked in a (train that barely, 
kept within the bounds of decency, and attempted to 
laatch ſuch favours as the, in the tenderneſs of mu- 

tual acknowledgment, had once vouchfafed to beſtow. 
Grieved and offended as the was at-this palpable al- 
teration in his carriage, the diſdaiued to remi.:d him of. 
his former deportment, and with dill-mbled good hu- 
mour, rallied him oa the progreſs he had made in gal- 
lantry and addreſs; but, tar from ſabmi ting to the li- 
bertles he would have taken, ſhe kept her perſon ſacred 
!irom his touch, and would not even {uff.r him to ravidh 
a kiſs of her fair hand; fo that he reaped no other ad- 
vantage from the exercilc of his talents during this in- 
terviezwy, which la:tcd a whole nour, than that of knows, 
ing he had over-rated his own importance, and that E- 
milia's heart was not a garriton likely to ſurrendef at 
Wicretion, | 
At length his addreſſes were interrupted by the arri- 
val of the mother, who had gone abroad to viſit by 
berlelf; and the converſation becoming mofe general, 
ne uaderſtood, that Godfrey was at London, toliciting .: 
| US. 
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for a lieutenancy that had fallen vacant in the regiment 


to which he belonged, and that Miſs Sophy was at home 


with her father. 

Though our adventurer had not met with all the ſuc. 
ceſs he expected by his firſt viſit, he did not deſpair of 
reducing the fortreſs, believing that in time there would 
be a mutiny in his fayour; and accordingly carried on 
the ſiege for ſeveral days, without profiting by his per- 
ſeverance ; till at length, having attended the ladies to 
their own houſe in the country, he began to look upon 
this adventure as time miſpent, and reſolved to difcon- 
tinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more favour. 
able occaſion ; being, in the mean time, ambitious of dil. 
playing, in an higher ſphere, thoſe qualifications which 
his yanity told him were at preſent miſapplied. 
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He attends his uncle with great aſfection, during a fit of 


tllneſs. Sets out again for London; meets with bi, 
friend Godfrey, who it prevailed upon to accompany 
him to Bath; on the roud to which place they chante | 
10 dine with a perſon who entertains them with a curt- | 
ous account of a certain company of adventurers. 


1 determined, he took leave of Emilia and het 
mother, on pretence of going to London on ſome 
urgent buſineſs, and returned to the garriſon, leaving 
the good old lady very much concerned, and the daugh- 
ter incenſed at his behaviour, which was the more un— 
expected, becauſe Godfrey had told them, that the 
Commodore approved of his nephe w's paſſion, 


Our adventurer found his uncle ſo ill of the gout, 
| | Thich 


— 
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which, for the firſt time, had taken poſſeſſion of his 
ſtomach, that his life was in imminent danger, and the 
whole family in diſorder: he therefore took the reins 
of government in bis owa hands, ſent for all the phy- 
ſicians in the neighbourhood, and attended him in per- 


ſon with the moſt affectionate care, during the whole ſit- 


which laſted a fortnight, and then retired before the 
ſtrength of his conſtitution, 

When the old gentieman recovered his health, he 
was ſo penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, that he 
actually would have made over to him his whole for- 
tune, and depended upon him for his owa ſubſiſtence, 
had not our youth oppoſed the execution of the deed 
with all his influence and might, and even perſuaded 
him to make a will, in which his friend Hatchway, and 
all his other adherents, were liberally remembered, and 
his aunt provided for, on her own terms. This mate- 
rial point being ſettled, he, with his uncle's permiſſion, 
departed for London, after baving ſeen the family- 
affairs eſtabliſhed under the direction and adminiſt ration 
of Mr Jolter and the Lieutenant; for, by this time, 
Mrs Trunnion was wholly occupied with her ſpiritual 
concerns, 

On his firſt arrival at London, he ſent a card to the 
lodgings of Gauntlet, in conſequence of a direction 
| from his mother; and that young gentleman waited on 
him next morning, though not with that alacrity of 
countenance and warmth of friendihip which might 
have been expected from the intimacy of their former 
connection. Nor was Peregrine himſelt actuated by the 
ſame unreſerved affection for the ſoldier, which he had 
formerly entertained, Godfrey, over and above the 
cltence he had taken at Pickle's omiſſion in point of 
correſponding with him, had been informed, by a let- 
ker om his mother, of the youth's cavalier behaviour 

10 
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to Emilia, during his laſt reſidence at Wincheſter; and 
our young gentleman (as we have already obſerved) 
was diſguſted at the ſuppoſed diſcovery which the 
ſoldier had made, in his abſence, to the Commodore. 
They perceived their mutual umbrage at meeting, and 
received each other with that civility of reſerve, which 
commonly bappens between two -perions when their 
friendſhip is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divintd the cauſe of the other's 
diſpleaſure; and, in order to vindicate his own charac- 
ter, after the firit compliments were paſt, took the op. 
portunity cf inquiring after the health of the Commo. 
dore; to fell Peregrine, that while he tarried at the 
garrifon, in his return from Dover, the ſubject of the 
converſation one night happening to turn on our hero's 
paſlion, the old gentleman bad expreſſed his concern, 
about that affair; and, among other obſervations, ſaid 
he ſupp-1{-d the object of his love was ſome paltry huſſy 
whom he bad picked up when he was a boy at ſchool, . 
Upon which Mr Hatchway aflured him, that ſhe was 
a young woman of as good a family as any in the coun- 
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| ty; ard after having prepoſſeſſed him in her favour, 
} ventured (out of the zeal of his friend:hip) to.tell who 
I: ſhe. was; wheretore the diſcovery was not to be impu— 
| þ ted to any other caule ; and he hoped Mr Pickle would 
I acquit him of all thare in the tranſaQtion, 
| Peregrine was very well pleaſed to be thus undecet- 
4 ved; his countenance immediately cleared up; the for- 
i% mality of his behaviour relaxed into his uſual famili- 
. arity; he aſked pardon for his unmannerly negle& of 
hk Goafrey's letter, which, he proteſted, was not owing 
| 1 to any diſtegard, or abatement of frieadſhip, bat to a 
0 hurry of youthful engagements, in conſequence of which, 


F 
17 ? he. 
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he had procraſt inated his anſwer from time to time, un- 
til he was ready to return in perſon. 

The young ſoldier was contented with this apology; 
and as Pickle's intention with reſpect to his filter was 
{till dubious and undeclared, he did not think it was 
incumbent upon him, as yet, to expreſs any reſentment 
on that ſcore; but was wiſe enough to foreſee, that the 
renewal of his intimacy with our yeung gentleman might 
be the mens of reviving that flame which had been dit- 
ſipated by a variety of new ideas. With thoſe ſenti- 
ments he laid aſide all reſerve, and their communication 
immediately reſumed its former channel, Peregrine 
made him acquainted with all the adventures in whieh 
he had been engaged ſince their parting ; and he, with 
the ſame confidence, related the remarkable incidents 
of his own fate; among other things, giving him to 
underſtand, that, upon obtaining a commiſſion in the 
army, the father of his dear Sophy, without once in- 
quiring about the occaſion of his promotion, had not 
only favoured him with his countenance in a much 
greater degree than heretofore, but alſo contributed his 
intereſt, and even promiſed the aſſiſtance of his purſe, 
in procuring for him a lieutenancy which he was then 
ſoliciting with all his power; whereas, if he had not 
deen enabled, by a mott accidental piece of good for- 
tune, to lift himſelf into the ſphere of an otficer, he 
had all the reaſon in the world ro believe, that this 
gentleman, and all the reit of his wealthy relations, 
would have ſuffered him to languiſh in obſcurity and 
didreſs; and, by turning his misfortune into reproach, 
made it a plea for their own want of generoſity and 
iriend{hip, 

Peregrine, underſtanding the ſituation of his Sn 
affairs, would have accommodated him upon the in- 
tant with a ſum to accelerate the paſſage of his com- 

miſhon 
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1 miſſion through the offices; but being too well ac- 
1 quainted with his ſcrupulous diſpoſition to manifeſt 
41 his benevolence in that manner, he found means to 
"2 introduce himiclt to one of the gentlemen of the war- 
1 office, who was fo well ſatisfied with the arguments 
„ he uſzd in behalf of his friend, that Godfrey's buſi- 
5 ne ſs was tranſacted in a very few days, though he him- 
1 ſelf knew nothing of his intereſt's being thus reinſor- 
i4 ced. 

[i By this time the ſeaſon at Bath was begun: and 
. dcur hero, panting with the deſire of diſtinguiihing 
4 ; bimſelt a that re ſort of the faſhionable world, com- 
75 municated his deſigu of going thither to his friend God. 
© frey, whom he importuned to accompany hin in the 
. excurſion; and leave of abſence from his regiment, 


being obtained by the influence of Peregrine's new 
quality-friends, the two companions departed from Loa— 
don in a poſt-chaiſ:, attended, as uſual, by the valet 
de chambre and Pipes, who were become almoſt as ne- 
ceſſary to our adventurer as any two of his own or- 
gans. 

At the ian, when they alighted for dinner, Godfrey 
perceived a perſon walking by himſelf in the yard, with 
a very penſive air; and, upon obſerving him more nar- 
rowly, recogniſed him to be a profeſſed gameſter, whom 
he kad formerly known at Tunbridge, On the ſtrength 
cf this acquaintance, he accoſted the peripatetic, who 
knew him immediately; and, in the fulne(s of his grief 
and vexation, told him, that he was now on his returu 
from Bath, where he had been ſtripped by a company 
CF ſherpers, who reſented that he ſhould pre ſume to trade 
upon his own bottom. 

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his inqui- 
ries, imazining that he might learn ſome entertaining and 


uleſul anecdotes from this artiſt, invited him to dinner, 
and 
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and was accordingly :ully informed of all the political 


ſyſtems at the Bath. He onderitood, that there was at 


Loadon one great company of adventurers, who em- 
ployed agents in all the different branches of impoſition 
throughout the whole kingdom ot England, allowing 
theſe miniſters a certain proportion of the profits acru- 
ing from their induſtry and ſkill, and reſerving the 
greateſt ihare for the benefit of the common Rock, 
which was chargeable with the expence ot fittiag out 
in' ividuals in their various purluits, as well as with the 
loſs ſuſtained in the courſe of their adventures, Some, 
whoſe perſons and qualincations are by the company 
judged adequate to in. talk, exert their talents in ma- 
king love to ladies ef tortune, being accommodated with 
money and accoutremenis far that purpoſe, atter ha- 
ving given their bonds payable to one or other of the 
directors on the day of narriage, for certain ſums, propor- 
tioned to the dowries they are to receive. Others, ver- 
ſed in the doctrine uf chances, and certain ſecret ex- 
pedienis, frequent all thoſe places where games of hazard 
are allowed 3; and 1uch as are maſters 1a the arts of bil- 
liards, tennis aud bowls, are continually lying in wait, 
in all the ſcenes of theſe diveriions, for the ignorant 
and unwary. A tou:th claſs aited horſe- races. being 
lkilied in thule myitertous pract ces by which tae 
knowing ones are taken in. Nor is this community un- 
furniſhed with thoſe who lay wanton wives and old rich 
widows under contribution, a'iu extort money, by pra- 
ſtituting themſelves to the embraces of their owa ex, 
and thea threatening their admirers with proſecution. 
But their moit importante returns are made by that bo- 
dy oft their undertakers Wav excrcile tneir underitand- 
ings in Lac innumerable ttratage ns ut the card table, at 
„nien ug iharper Can be too 1:f..nvus to be received, 
aud even carelicd by perions of the higneit rank and 

diſtinction. 
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diſtinction. Among otktr articles of intelligence, our 
young gentleman learned, that thoſe agents, by whom 
their gueſt was broke, and expelled from Bath, had 
conſtituted a bank againſt all ſporters, and monopoli. 
zed the advantage in all ſorts of play. He then told 
Gauntlet that if he would put himſelf under his direc- 
tion, he would return with them, and lay ſuch a ſcheme 
as would irfallibly ruin the whole ſociety at billiards, 
as he knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his know- 
ledge of that game. 

The ſoldier excuſed himſelf from engaging in any 
party of that kind; and after dinner the travellers part- 
ed; but as the converſation between the two friends 
turned upon the information they had received, Pere. 
grine projcaed a plan for puniſhing thoſe villanous 
peſts of ſociety, who prey upon their fellow-creatures ; 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet, in this man» 


ner. 


AF. HAI. 


| Godfrey executes a ſcheme at Bath, by which a whole 
company of ſharpers is ruined. 


N the evening efter their arrival at Bath, Godfrey | 
who head kept himſelf up all day for that pur- 
pole, went in boots to the billiard table; and two 
gentlemen being at play, began to bet with fo little | 
zppearance of judgment, that one of the adventurers 
then preſent was iuflamed with the deſire ef profiting | 
by his inexperience ; and when the table was vacant, in- 
vited him to take a game for amuſement. The ſoldier, | 


aſſuming the air of a ſcif-conceited dupe, anſwered, | 
2 that 
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that he did not chooſe to throw away his time for no- 


thing, but, if he pleaſed, would piddle for a crown a 


game. This declaration was very agreeable to the o- 
ther, who wanted to be further confirmed of the opi- 
nion he had conceived of the ſtranger, before he would 
play for any thing of conſequence. The party being 
accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning with 
ſceming eagerneſs, won the firſt game, becauſe his anta- 
goniſt kept up his play with a view of encouraging him 
to wager a greater ſum. The ſoldier purpoſely bit at 
the hook, the ſtakes were doubled, and he was again 
victorious, by the permiſſion of his competitor. He 
now began to yawn; and obſerving, that it was not 
worth his while to proceed in ſuch a childiſh manner, 
the other ſwore in an affected paſſion, that he would 
play with him for twenty guineas. The propoſal being 
embraced (through the connivance of Godfrey) the 
money was won by the tharper, who exerted his dex- 
terity to the uttermoſt, fearing that otherwiſe his ad- 
verſary would decline continuing the game. 

Godfrey, thus conquered, pretended to loſe his tem- 
der, curſed his own ill-luck, ſwore that the table had a 
caſt, and that the balls did not run true, changed his 
malt, and, with great warmth, challenged his enemy to 
double the ſum. The gameſter, with feigned reluc. 
tance, complied with his deſire; and having got the 
ict two hazards, offered to lay one hundred guineas to 
fifty on the game. The odds were taken; and God- 
'rey having allowed himſelf to be overcome, began to 
rge with great violence, broke the maſt to pieces, 
threw the balls out at the window, and, in the fury of 
his indignation, deſiced his antagoniſt to meet him to- 
morrow, when he thould be refreſhed from the fatigue 
of travelling, This was a very welcome invitation to 
the gameſter, who imagining that the ſoldier would 
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turn out a moſt beneficial prize, aſſured him, that he 
would not fail to be there next forenoon, in order to 
give him his revenge, v 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certified 
of his own ſuperiority; and took his meaſures with 
Peregrine touching the proſecution of their ſcheme ; 
while his opponent made a report of his ſucceſs to the 
brethren of the gang, who reſolved to be preſent at 
the deciſion of the match, with a view of taking ad- 
vantage of the flranger's paſſiongte diſpoſition. 

Affairs being thus concerted on both ſides, the play. 
ers met according to appointment, and the room was 
immediately filled with ſpeQators, who either came 
thither by accident, curioſity, or deſign. The match 
was fixed for one hundred pounds a game; the princt- 
pals choſe their inſlruments, and laid aſide their coats, 
and one of the knights of the order proffered to lay a- 
nother hundred on the head of his aſſociate, Godfrey 
took him up on the inſtant, A ſecond worthy of the 
ſame claſs ſeeing him fo eager, challenged him to treble 
the ſum ;, and his propoſal met with the ſame reception, 
to the aſtoniſhment of the company, whole expectation 
was raiſcd to a very intereſting pitch. The game was 
begun, and the ſoldier having lolt the firſt hazard, the 
cdds were offered by the contederacy with great voci- 
feration; but no body would run fuch a riſk in favour 
of a perſon who was utterly unknown. The ſharper 
having gained the ſecond allo, the noiſe ir:creafed to 
ſurpriling clamour, not only of the gang, but likewiſe 
of alnioſt all the ſeftators, who delired to lay two to 
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one agairſt the brother of Emilia. 


Peregrine, who was preſent, perceiving the cupidity ' 
of the aſſociation ſuſſiciently iuflamed, all of a ſudden 

„ ! 2 d ſ N 0 h 
opened his mouth, and an wered their betts, to the 2» f 
( 


cunt of twelve kundred pounds ; which were immedi- 
ately | 
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ately depoſited, on both ſides, in money and notes; ſo 
that this was, perhaps, the moſt important game that 
ever was played at billiards, Gauntlet ſeeing the a- 
greement ſettled, truck his antagoniſt's ball into the 
pocket in a twinkling, though it was in one of thoſe 
ſituations which are ſuppoſed to be againſt-the ſceiker. 
Ihe betters were a little diſcompoſed at this event, for 
which, however, they confoled themſelves, by impu- 
ting the ſucceſs to accident; but when, at the very next 
ſiroke, he ſprung it over the table, their countenances 
underwent an inſtantaneous diſtraction of feature, and 
they waited in the moſt dreadful lulpence for the next 
zard, which being likewiſe taken, with infinite eaſe. 
by the ſoldier, the blood forſook . checks, and the 
iuterjection Zounds ! pronounced with a look of conſter- 
nation, and in a tone of deſpair, proceeded from every 
mouth at the ſame inſtant of time, They were over- 
whelm2d with horror aud aſtoniſhment at leeing three 
bizards taken in as many ſtrokes from a perſon of their 
friend's dexterity; and ſhrewdly ſuipeRcd, that the 
whole was a fcheme preconcerted for, their deſtruction; 
en this ſuppoſition they changed the note, and attempt- 
ed to hedge for their own indemnification, by propoſing; 
to lay the odds in favour of Gauntlet ; but ſo much was 
the opinion of the company altered by that young gentle- 
man's ſucceſs, that nobody would venture to eſpouſe 
the caule of his competitor, who, chancirg to improve 
his game by the addition of another lucky hit, dimi- 
riſhed the concern, and revived the hopes of his adhe- 
rents, But this gleam of fortune did not long con- 
tinue : Godfrey colleted his whole art and capacity, 
and augmenting his ſcore to number ten, indulged him. 
elf with a view of the whole frateraity. The viſazes 
of 8 profeſſors had adopted different ſhades of com- 
11ex;0n at every hazard he had taken: from their natu- 
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ral colour they had ſhifted into a fallow hue; from 
thence into pale; from pale into yellow, which degene- 
rated into a mahogany tint ; and, now they ſaw ſeven- 
teen hundred pounds of their Rock depending upon a 
fingle ſtroke, they ſtood like ſo many ſwarthy Moors, 
jaundiced with terror and vexation, The fire which 
naturally glowed in the cheeks and noſe of the player, 
leemed utterly extinct, and his carbuncles exhibited a 
livid appearance, as if a gangrene had already made 
{ome progre ſs in his face; his hand began to ſhake, and 
nis whole frame was ſeized with ſuch trepidation, that 
he was fain to {wallow a bumper of brandy, in order to 
re-eſtabliſh the tranquillity of his nerves, This ex- 
pedient, however, did not produce the deſired effect; 


for he aimed the ball at the lead with ſuch diſcompo- 


ſure, that it ſtruck on the weong fide, and came off at 
an angle, which directed it full in the middle hole, 
This fatal accident was attended with an univerſal 
groan, as if the whole univerſe had gone to wreck ; and 
notwithilanding that tranquillity for which adventu- 
rers are ſo remarkable, this loſs made ſuck an impreſſion 
upon thera all, that each, in particular, manifeſted his 
chagrin, by the moſt violent emotions. One turned up 
his.eyes to heaven, and bit his nether lip; another 
gnawed his fingers; while he ſtalked acroſs the room; 
a third blaſpkemed with horrid imprecations; and he 
who played the party, ſneaked off, grinding his teeth 


together, with a [cok that baffles all deſcription ; and, 


as he croſſed the threſhold, exclaiming, A damn'd 
bite, by Gd!” | 

The victors, after having infulted them by aſking 
if they were diſpoſed for another chance, carried off 
their winning, with the appearance of. great compo- 
ſure, though in their hearts they were tranſported with 


unſpeakable joy; not ſo much on zccount of the booty 
they 
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they had gained, as in confideration of having fo ef- 
fectually deſtroyed ſuch a neſt of pernicious milcreants. 

Peregrine believing, that now he had found an op- 
portunity of ferving his friend, without giving offence 
o the delicacy of his honour, told him, upon their ar- 
val at their lodgings, that fortune had at length en- 
abled him to become in a manner independeat, or at 
leaſt to make himſelf eaſy in his circumſtances, by pur- 
chafing a company with the money he had won. So 
ſaying, he put -his ſhare of the ſucceſs in Gauntlet's 
band, as a ſum that of right belonged to him, and 
bromiſed to write in his behalf to a nobleman, wha: 
had intereſt enough to promote ſuch a quick rife in the 
{ervice. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, but 
ſolutely refuſed, with great loftineſs of demeanour, 
lo appropriate to his own uſe any part of the money 
which Pickle had gained; and ſeemed affronted at the 
o:her's entertaining a ſqatiment fo unworthy of his cha- 
rader. He would not even accept, in the way of loan 
ſich an addition to his own ſtock as would amount to 
the price of a company of foot; but espreſſed great 
-onkdence in the future exertion of that talent which 
had been bleſſed with ſuch a proſperous beginning, 
Our hero finding him thus obſtinately deaf to the voice 
of his own intereit, reſolved to govern himſelf, in his 
next endeavours of friendſhip, by his experience of this 


tickliſh punctilio; and, in the mean time, gave a hand 
ſome beneſiQion to the hoſpital out cf theſe firlt fruits 
of kis ſucceſs in play, and reſerved two hundred pounds: 
for a ſet of diamond ear-rings and ſolitaire, which he 
zutended for a prefent to Mils Emilia. 
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The two friends eclipſe all other competitors in gallantry, 
and practiſe a pleaſant 'projet of revenge upon the 
phyſicians of the place. 


s fame of their exploit againſt the ſharpers, was 

immediately diffuſed through all companies at the 
Bath; ſo that when our adventurers appeared in public, 
they were pointed out by an hundred extended fingers, 
and conſidered as conſummate artiſts in all the different 


. ſpecies of finefle, which they would not fail to practiſe 


with the firſt opportunity, Nor was this opinion of 
their characters an obſtacle to their reception into the 
faſhionable parties in the place; but, on the contrary, 
ſuch a recommendation, which (as I have already hint- 
ed) never fails to operate for the advantage of the pol- 
ſafer. | 

This firſt adventure, therefore, ſerved them as an in- 
troduction to the company at Bath, who were not a 
little ſurpriſed to find their expectations baffled by the 
conduct of the two companions ; becauſe, far from en- 
gaging deeply at play, they rather ſhunned all occaſions 
of gaming, and directed their attention to gallantry, in 
which our hero ſhone unrivalled. His external qualifi- 
cations, excluſive of any other merit, were ſtrong enough 
to captivate the common run cf the female ſex; and 
theſe, reinforced with a ſprightlineſs of converſation, 
and a moſt infinuating addreſs, became irreſiſtible, even 
by thoſe who were fortified with pride, caution, or in- 
difference, But among all the nymphs of this gay place, 
he did not meet with one object that diſputed the em- 
pire cf bis heart with Emilia, and therefore he divided 


his attachment according to the ſuggeſtions of yanity and 


whim 5 
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whim ; ſo that, before he had. refided a fortnight at the 1 
Bath, he had ſet all the ladies by the ears, and furniſi.- 


ed all the hundred tongues of ſcandal with full employ- 
ment. The ſplendor of his appearance excited the in- 
quiries of envy, which, inſtead of diſcovering any cir- 
cumſtance to his prejudice, was curſed with the infor- 
mation of his being a young gentleman of a good fami- 
ly, and heir to an immenſe fortune. 

The counteaance of ſome of his quality friends, who 
arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelligence; 
upon which, his acquanitance was courted and cultiva- 
ted with great aſſiduity; and he met with ſuch advan» 
ces from ſome of the fair ſex, as rendered him extreme- 
ly fortunate in his amours, Nor was his friend Godfrey 
a ſtranger to favours of the ſame kind; his accompliſh- 
ments were exactly calculated for the meridian of fe- 
male taſte; and with certain individuals of that ſex, his 
muſcular frame, and the buſt connections of his limbs, 
were more attractive than the delicate proportions of 
his companion. He accordingly reigned paramount a- 
mong thoſe inamoratas who were turned of thirty, with. 
out being under the neceſſity of proceeding by tedious 
addreſſes; and. was thought to have co-operated with- 
the waters, in removing the ſterility of certain ladies, 
who had long undergone the reproach and diſguſt of 
their huſbands; while Peregrine ſet up his throne a- 
mong thoſe who laboured under the diſeaſe of celibacy, 
from the pert miſs of fifteen, who with a flutteriag heart 
tolles her head, bridles up, and giggles involuntarily at 
ſigbt of an handſome young man, to the ſtaid maiden 
of twenty-eight, who, with a demure aſpect, moralizes. 
on the vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and ſiinpli- 
city of women; and expatiates on friendſhip, benevo« 
lence, and good ſeuſe, in the ſtyle of a Platonic philoſo- 
Buer. 

In 
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In ſuch a diverſity of diſpoſitions, his conqueſts were 
attended with all the heart-burnings, animoſities, and 
turmoils of jealouſy and ſpite. The younger claſs took; 
all opportunities of mortifying their ſeniors in public by 
treating them with that indignity, (which contrary to 
the general privilege of age) is, by the conſent and con. 
nivance of mankind, levelled againſt thoſe who have the 
misfortune to come under the denomination of old 
maids; and theſe laſt retorted their hoſtilities in the 
private machinations of ſlander, ſupported by experience 
and ſubtility of invention. Not one day paſſed, in which 
ſome new ſtory did not circulate, to the prejudice of 
one or other of thoſe rivals, 

If our hero, in the long- room, chanced to quit one of 
the moraliſts, with whom he had been engaged in con- 
verſation, he was immediately accoſted by a number of 
the oppoſite faction, who, with ironical ſmiles, upbraid- 
ed him with cruelty to the poor lady he had left, ex- 
horted him to have compaſſion on her ſufferings ; and 
turning their eyes towards the object of their 1ntercel. 
ſion, broke forth into an univerſal pale of laughter. On 
the other hand, when Peregrine, in conſequence of ha- 
ving danced with one of the minors over night, viſited 
her in the morning. the Platoniſts immediately laid hold 
on the occaſion, taſked their imaginations, aſſociated i- 
deas, and with fage tofinuations retailed a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances of the interview, which never had any foun- 
dation in truth. They obſerved, that if giris are. de- 
termined to behave with ſach indifcretion, they mutt 
lay their accounts with incuming the cenſure of the 
world; that ſhe, in queſtion, was old enough to act 
more circumſpectly; and wondered that her mother 
would permit any young felluw to approach the cham- 
ber while her daughter was naked in bed. As for the 


ſervants peeping through the key-hole, to be ſure it 
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was an unlucky accident; but people ought to be upon 


their guard againſt ſuch curiofity, and give their do- 
melſtics no cauſe to employ their penetration, Thele, 
and other ſuch reflections, were occaſionally whiſpered 
as ſecrets among thoſe who were known to be commu- 
nicative ; ſo that, in a few hours, it became the gene- 
ral topic of diſcourſe; and as it had been divulged un- 
der injunctions of (ſecrecy, it was almoſt impoſſible to 
trace the ſcandal to its origin; becauſe every perſon 
concerned, muit have promulgated her own breach of 
truſt, in diſcovering her author of the report. 
Peregrine, inſtead of allaying, rather exaſperated this 
contention, by an artful diftribution of his attention a- 
mong the competitors; well knowing, that ſhould his 
regard be converged into one point, he would ſoon for- 
feit the pleaſure he enjoyed in ſeeing them at variance; 
for both parties would join againſt the common enemy, 
and his favourite would be perſecuted by the whole 
coalition, He perceived, that among the ſecret agents 
of ſcandal, none were ſo buſy as the phy ſicians; a claſs 
of animals who live in this place, like ſo many ravens 
hovering about a carcale, and even ply for employment 
i.ke ſcullers at Hungerford ſtairs. The greateſt part 
of them have correſpondents in London, who make 1t 
their buſineſs to inquire into the hiſtory, charafter, and 
diſtemper of every one that repairs to Bath for the be- 
nefit of the waters; and if they cannot procure intereſt 
to recommend their medical friends to theſe patients 
before they ſet out, they at leaſt furaiſh them with a 
previous account of what they could collec, that their 
correſpondents may ule this intelligence for their own 
advantage, By theſe means, and the aſſiſtance of flat. 
tery and aſſurance, they often inſinuate themſelves into 
the acquaintance of ſtrangers, and, by conſulting their 
diſpoſitions, become neceſſary and ſubſervient to their 
| prevailing 
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prevailing paſſions. By their connection with apothe- 
caties and nurſes, they are informed of all the private 
oegurrences in each family; and therefore enabled to. 
gratify the rancour of malice, amuſe the ſpleen of pee. 
viſh indiſpoſition, and entertain the eagerneſs of im- 
pertinent curioſity, 

In the courſe of theſe occupations, which frequently 
alscted the reputation of our two adventurers, this 
hole body fell under the diſpleaſure of our hero, who, 
aiter divers conſultations with his friend, concerted a 
flratagem, which was practiſed upon the faculty in this 
manner: Among thole who frequented the pump- room 
was an old officer, whoſe temper, naturally impatient, 
was, by repeated attacks of the gout, which had almoſt 
deprived him ef the ule of his limbs, ſublimated into a 
remarkable degree of virulence and perverſeneſs; he 
imputed the inveteracy of his diſtemper to the malprac- 
tice of a ſurgeon who hail adminiſtered to him while Le 
laboured under the conſequences of an unfortunate a- 
mour; and this ſuppoſition had inſpired him with an 
inſurmountable antipathy to all the profeſſors of the me. 
dical art, which was more and more confirmed by the 
information of a friend at London, who had told him 
that it was a common practice among the phyſicians at 
Bath, to diſſuade their patients from drinking the wa— 
ter, that the cure, and of conſequence their attendance, 
might be longer protracted, 

Thus prepoſſeſſed, he had come to Bath, and, con- 
formable to a few general inſtructions he had received, 
uſed the waters without any further direction, taking 
all cccaſions of manifeſting bis hatred and contempt of 
the ſons of ZAEiculapius, both by ſpeech and geſticula— 
tions, and even by purſuing a regimen quite contrary 


to that which he knew they preſcribed to others who 
But he did not 
find 


feemed to be exactly in lis condition. 
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Rad his acc:unt in this method, how ſucceſsful ſoever 
it may have been in other caſes, His complaints, in- 
Read of vaniſhing, were every day more and more en- 
reged; and at length he was confined to his bed, where 
he lay blaſpheming from morn to night, and from night 
to morn, though ſtill more determined than ever to ad- 
here to his former maxims. 

In the midit of this torture, which was become the 
common joke cf the town, being circulated through the 
indukry of the phyſicians, who triumphed in his difal- 


ter, Peregrine, by means of Mr Pipes, employed a 


country feilow; who had come to market, to run with 
great haſte, early one morning, to the lodgings of all 
the doctors in town, and deſire them to ativad the co- 
lonel with all imaginable diſpatch. In conſequence of 
this ſummons, the whole faculty put themſelves in mo- 
tion; and three of the foremoſt arriving at the ſame in- 
fant of time, far from complimenting one another with 
the door, each ſeparately effayed to enter, and the whole 
triumvirate ſtuck in the paſſage. Wnile they remained 
thus wedged together, they deſcried two of their brethren 
poſting towards the ſame goal, with all the ſpeed that 
God had enabled them to exert ; upon which they came 
to a parley, and agreed to ſtand by one another. This 
coverant being made, they diſentangled themſelves, 
and, inquiring ab bout the pat: ent, were told by the ſer · 
vant Yi he had juſt fallen aſleep. 

Ilaving received this intelligence, they took poſſeſ- 
hon of his an'ichanber, and ſhut the door, while the 
reſt of the tribe polted themſelves on the outſide as 
they arrived; ſo that the whole paſſage was filled, from 
the top of the ſtair- caſe to the fireet-door; and the peo- 
ple of the houſe, together with the colone}'s ſervant, truck 
dumb with ailonithment. The three leaders of this 


rac] gang had no fooner made their lodgment good, 
than 
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than they began to conſult about the patient's malady, 
which every one of them pretended to have conſidered 
with great care and afſſiduity, The firſt who gave his 
opinion, ſaid, the diſtemper was an obſtinate arthritis; 
the ſecond affirmed that it was no other than a confirm. 
ed pox ; and the third ſwore it was an inveterate ſcur. 
vy. This diverſity of opinions was ſupported by a va- 
riety of quotations from medical authors, ancient as well 
as modern : but theſe were not of ſufficient authority, 
or at leaſt not explicit enongh to decide the diſpute ; 
for there are many ſchiſms in medicine, as well as in 
religion, and each ſect can quote the fathers in ſupport 
of the tenets they profeſs. In ſhort, the contention roſe 
to ſuch a pitch of clamour, as not only alarmed their 
brethren on the flair, but alſo waked the patient from 
the firſt nap he had enjoyed in the ſpace of ten whole 
days, Had it been fimply waking, he would have been 
obliged to them for the noiſe that difturbed him; for, 
in that cale, he would have been relieved from the tor- 
tures of hell-fire, to which, in his dream, he fancied him- 
felt expoſed. But this dreadful viſion had been the re- 
ſult of that impreſſion which was made upon his brain by 
the intolerable anguith of his joints; ſo that, when he 
awaked, the pin, initead of being allayed, was ra- 
ther aggravated by a greater acuteneſs of ſenſation ; and 
the coafuſed vociferation in the next room invading his 
ears at the ſame time, he began to think his dream was 
realized; and, in the pangs of deſpair, applied himſelt 
to a bell that ſtood by his bed fide, which he rung with 
great violence and perſeverance, 

This alarm put an immediate op to the diſputation 
of the three doQors, who, upon this notice of his being 
awake, ruſhed into his chamb-r without ceremony; and 
two of them ſeizing his arms, the third made the like 


application to one of his temples, :fore the patient 
1 could 
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could recollect himſelf from the amazement which had 
laid hold on him at this unexpected irruption, the room 
was filled by the reſt of the faculty, who followed the 
ſervant that entered, in obedience to his maſter's call; 
and the bed was, in a moment, ſurrounded by theſe 
gaunt minifters of death. The colonel, ſeeing himſeit 
beſet with ſuch an aſſemblage of ſolemn viſages and 
figures, which he had always conſidered with the ut- 
moſt deteſtation and abhorrence, was incenſed to a mol 

inexpreſſible degree of indignation, and fo inſpirited by 
his rage, that though his tongue denied its office, his 
other limbs performed their function: he diſengaged 
himſelf from the triumvirate, who had taken poſſeſſion 
of his body, ſprung out of bed with incredible agility, 
and ſeizing one of his crutches, applied it fo effectually 
to one of the three, juſt as he ſtooped to examine the 
patient's water, that bis tye-periwig dropped into the 
pot, while he himſelf tell motionleſs on the floor. 

This ſignificant explanatioa diſconcerted the whole 
fraternity; every man turned his face, as it were by in- 
ſtinct, towards the door; and the retreat of the coumu- 
nity being obſtructed by the efforts of individuals, con- 
fuſion and tumultuous uproar enſued: for the colonel, 
jar from limiting his proweſs to the firſt exploit, hand- 
ied his weapon wita altomthing vigour and dexterity, 
without reſpect of perions, ſo that few or none of them 
had eſcaped without marks of his diſpleaſure. when his 
ſpirits tailed, and he fuak down agein, quite extauited, 
on his bed. Favoured by this reipite, tue diicomfited 
faculty collected their hats and wigs, which had fallen 
off in the fray; and perceiving the afiilant too much 
enfeebled to renew the attack, ſet up their throats to- 
getter, and loudly th-eailencd to proiecute him ſeverely 
lor lach an outrageous aſſaul'. 

By tris time the landlord had iaterpoſed, and, in- 
quiriag into the cauſe of the diſturbance, was informed 


V L. II. þ 4 of 


® 
„ 


[ — a 


Nw ——» Me" * 
., , ee 


— 
— 


e _— 


0 
2 


rr 


254 THE ADVENTURES OF 


of what had happened by the complainants, who, at the 
ſame time, giving him to underſtand, that they had been 
Teverally ſummoned to attend the colonel that morning, 
he aſſured them that they had been impoſed upon by 
ſome wag, for his lodger had never dreamed of conſult. 
ing any one of their pofeſſion. 

Thunderſtruck at this declaration, the general cla. 
mour inſtzntaneouſly ceaſed ; and each, in particular, at 
once comprehending the nature of the joke, they ſneak. 
ed filently off with the loſs they had ſuſtained, in un. 
utterable ſhame and mortification ; while Peregrine and 
-his friend, wao took care to be paſling that way by ac- 
eidert, made a full ſtop at ſuch an extraordinary efflux, 
and enjoyed the countenance and condition of every 
one as he appeared; nay, even made up to ſome of thoſe 
who ſeemed moſt affected with their fituation, and mil. 
chic vouſly tormented them with queſtions touching this 
unuſual congregation; then, in conſequence of the in. 
formation they received from the landlord and colonel's 
valet, ſubjected the ſufferers to the redicule of all the 
company in town, As it would have been impoſſible 
for the authors of this farce to keep themſelves con- 
cealed from the indefatigable inquiries of the phyfici. 
ans, they made no ſecret of their having directed the 
whole ; though they took care to own it in ſuch an am- 
bigucus manner as afforded no handle of proſecution. 


—— ———— — 
EMAP. LAAK 


Peregrine humbl/es a noted hecfor, and meets with 0 
ſtrange charatter at the houſe of a certain lady. 


AMONG thoſe ho never failed to refide at Bath 


during the ſeaſon, was a certain perſon, who, from 


the moſt abject miſery, had, by his induſtry and art at 
play, 
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play, amaſſed about fifteen thouſand pounds; and, though 
his character was notorious, inſinuated himſelf fo far in- 
to the favour of what is called the beſt company, that 
v:ry few private parties of pleaſure took place in which 
he was not principally concerned. He was cf a gt» 
gantic ſtature, a moſt intrepid countenance z- and his 
t diſpoſition, naturally overbearing, had, in the courſe of 
his adventures and ſucceſs, acquired a moſt intolerable 
degree of inſolence and vanity. By the ferocity of his 
J features, and audacity of his behaviour, he had obtained 
a reputation for the molt undaunted courage, which had 
been confirmed by divers adventures, in which he had 
humbled the molt aſſuming heroes ot his own fraternity, 
ſo that he now reigned chief heQor of the place, with 
p unqueltioned authority, 

With this fon of fortune was Peregrine one evening 
engaged at play, and fo ſuccefsful, that he could not 
help informing his friend of his good luck. Godfrey, 


. hearing the deſcription of the loſer, immediately recog- 

0 niſed the perſon, whom he had known at Tuabridge z | 

5 and ailuring Pickle that he was a tharper of the firſt | 

8 water, cautioned him againſt any future connection 

N with fuch a dangerous companion, who (he affirmed) 

- had ſuffered him to win a {mall ſum, that he might be ; 
encouraged to lole a much greater, upon ſome other 
occaiton, 


Oar young geatleman treaſured up this advice, and 
thougu he did not fcruple to give the gameſter an op- 
portunity of retrieving his loſs, when he next day de- 
manded his revenge, he abſolutely refuſed to proceed 
alter he had retunded his winning, The other, who 
conſidered him as a hot-headed unthinking youth, em 
deavoured to inflame his pride to a coatinuance of the 
game, by treating his {Kill with ſcorn and contempt» 
and, among other ſarcaſtic expreſſions, adviſing him to 
$9 to ſchool again, before be pretended to engage with 
V2 master? 


it 
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maſters of the art, Our hero, incenled at his arrogance, 
replied with great warmth, that he knew himſelf ſuf. 
fictently qualified for playing with men of honour, who 
deal upon the {quare, and hoped he ſhould always deem 
it infamous, either to learn or practiſe the tricks of a 
profeſſed gamſter. Blood and thunder! meaning me, 


Sir? (cried this artiſt, raiſing bis voice, and curling his 


viiage into a moſt intimidating frown) Zounds ! I“ cut 
the throat of any ſcourdrel who has the preſumption to 
{uppoſe that I don't play as honourably as eber a noble. 
man in the kingdom: and I inſiſt vpon an explanation 
from you, Sir, cr, by hell and brimſtone, I ſhall expect 
ether iort of ſatisfaction,” Peregrine, whoſe blood by 
this time boiled within him, anſwered without hefita- 
tion, © Far from thinking your demand unreaſonable, 
1 will immediately explain myſelf without reſerve, and 
tell you, that, upon unqueſtionable authority, I believe 
ycu to be an impudent raſcal, and common cheat.“ 
The hector was ſo amazed and confounded at the 
ſreedom of this declaration, which he thought no man on 
earth would venture to make in his preſence, that for 
ſome minutes he could not recolle& himſelf ; but at 
length whiſpered a challenge in the ear of our hero, 


a wk. 


Which was accordingly accepted. When they arrived 


next morning upon the field, the gameſter arming his 
countenance with all its terrors, advanced with a {word 
of a monſtrous length, and putting himſelf in a poſture 
called aloud in a molt terrific voice,“ Draw, damn ye 
draw; I will this inſtant {fend you to your fathers.” 
The youth was not {low in complying with his defire 3 
his weapon was unſheathed in a moment; and he began 
the attack with ſuch unexpected ſpirit and addrefs, that 

bis adverlary, having made ſhift, with great difficult) 


ta pary the frlt pals, retreated a few paces, and de- 


manded a parley, in which he endeavoured to perſuade 


the young man, that to lay a man of his character under 
the 
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the neceſſity of chaſtiſing his inſolence, · was the molt 
raſh and incoafiderate Rep that he could poſſibly have 
taken; but that he had compaſſion upon his youth, and 
was willing to {pare him, if he would ſurrender his 
{ward, and promiſe to aſk pardon in public for the of- 
fence he had given. Pickle was ſo much exaſperated 
at this unparalleled effcontery, that without deigning to- 
make the leaſt reply, he flang his owa hat in 1 pro- 

poſer's face, and renewed the charge with ſuch uadaurit= 

ed agility, that the gameſter, fiading himſelf in mani- 

feſt hazard of his life, betook himſelt to his heels, and 

fled homewards with incredible ſpeed, being cloſely 

purſued by Peregrine, who having theathed his (word, 

pelted him with itones as he ran, and compelled him 

to go, that ſame day, into baniſhment from Bath, 
where he had dgmineered fo long. 

By this achievement, which was the ſubjeQ of aſtoniſli- 
ment to all the-company, who had looked upon the 
fagitive as a perſon of heroic courage, our adventurer's 
reputation was rendered formidable in all its circum- 
ſtances; although he thereby diſobliged a good many 
people of faſhion, who had contracted an intimacy of 
friendſhip with the exile, and who relented his diſgrace, 
as if it had been the misfortune ofa worthy man. Theſe 
generous patrons, however, bore a very ſmall pro- 
portion to thoſe who were pleaſed with the event of 
he duel ; becauſe, in the courſe of their reſidence at 
Bath, they had either been infulted or defrauded by the 
challenger, Nor was this 1nftance of our here's courage 
unacceptable to the ladies, tew of whom could now re- 
fitt the united force of ſuch accompliſhments. Indeed, 
neither he nor his friend Godfrey would have found 
much difficulty in picking up an agrecable companion 
for life; but Gauntlet's heart was pre-engaged to So- 
phy; and Pickle, excluſive of his attachment to Emilia, 
which was ſtronger than he himſelf imagined, polleſſed 
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ſuch a ſhare of ambition, as could not be ſatisfied with 


the conqueſt of any female he beheld at Bath. 

His viſits were, thereſore, promiſcuous, without any 
other view than that of amuſement; and though his 
pride was flattered by the advances of the fair whom he 
had captivated, he never harboured one thought of pro- 
ceeding beyond the limits of common pallantry, and 
carefully avoided all particular explanations, But what 
above all other enjoyments yielded him the moſt agree- 
able entertainment, was the ſecret hiſtory of characters, 
which he learned from a very extraordinary perſon, 
with whom he became acquainted in this manner, 

Being at the houſe of a certain lady, on a viſiting 
day, he was ſtruck with the appearance of an old man, 
who no ſooner entered the room than the miſtreſs of 
the houſe very kindly deſired one of the wits preſent 
to roalt the old put. 'I his petit-maitre, proud of the 
employment, went up to the ſenior, who had ſomething 
extremely peculiar and ſignificant in his countenance, 
and, laluting him with divers faſhionable congees, ac- 


coſted him in theſe words: Your fervant, you old 


raſcal. I hope to have the honour of {-eing you hang'd. 
I vow to Gad! you look extremely ſhock ing with theſe 
gummy eyes, lantern jaws, and toothleſs chaps, What! 
you ſquint at the ladies, you old rotten medlar! Yes, 
yes, w- underſiand your ogling ; but you mutt content 
yourſelf with a cook-maid,.ink me! 1 fee you want to 
fit. Iheſe wither'd ſhanks of yours tremble under 
their burthen ; but you mult have a little patience, old 


Hirco, indeed you muſt. I intend to mortify you a 


little longer, curſe me!“ 


The company was fo tickled with this addreſs, which 
was delivered with ſo much grimace and geſticulation, 
that they burſt out into a loud fit of laughter, which 
they fathered upon a monkey thar was chained in the 


room; and when the peal Mas over, the wit renewed 


his 
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his attack, in theſe words: “ I ſuppoſe you are fool e- 
nough to think this mirth was occafioned by Pug : ay, 
there he is; you had beſt ſurvey him; he is of your 
own family, ſwitch me; but the laugh was at your ex- 
pence, and you ought to thank heaven for making you 
fo ridiculons.” While he uttered theſe ingenious eja- 
culations, the old gentleman bowed alteraately to him 
and the monkey, that ſeemed to grin and chatter in 
imitaion of the beau, and, with an arch ſolemnity of 
vilage, pronounced,“ Gentlemen, as 1 have not the ho- 
nour to underitand your compliments, they will be much 


better beſtowed on each other.“ So {iying, he ſeated. 
himſelf, and had the ſatisfaction to ſee the laugh re- 


turned upon the aggreſſor, who remained confounded 
and abathed, and in a few minutes left the room, mut- 
tering, as he retired, * The old fellow grows ſcurri- 
lous, ſtop my breath.“ | 
While Peregrine wondered in filence at this extraor- 
dinary ſcene, the lady of the houſe perceiving his ſur- 
priſe, gave him to underitand, that the ancient viſitant 
was utterly bereft of the ſenſe of hearing; that his name 
was Cadwallader Crabtree z his diſpoſition altogether 
. miſanthropical z and that he was admitted into company 
on account of the entertainment he afforded by his ſar- 
caſtic obſervations, and the pleaſant miſtakes to which 
he was ſubject from his infirmi y. Nor did our hero 
wait a long time for an illuſtration of this odd charac- 
ter. Every ſentence he ſpoke was repltte with gall 
nor did his ſatire conſiſt in general reflections, but in a 
ſeries of remarks, which had been made through the me- 
dium of a moſt whimiical peculiarity of opinion. 
Among thoſe who were preſent at this aſſembly was 
a young officer, who having, by dint ot intereſt, ob- 
tained a ſeat in the Lower Houſe, thought it incum- 
bent upon him to talk of affairs of ſtate; and according- 
ly regaled the company with an accouit of a fecret ex- 
pedition which the French were bulied in preparing; 
aſſuriag 


2% THE ADVENTURES CF 


aſſuring them, that he had it from the mouth of the mz 
niſter, to whom it had been tranſmitted by one of his 
agents abroad, In deſcanting upon the particulars of 
the armament, he obſerved, that they had twenty ſhips 
of the line, ready manned and victualled, at Breſt, 
which were deſtined for Toulon, where they would be 
joined by as many more; and from thence proceed to 
the execution of their ſcheme, which he imparted as a 
ſecret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communicated to 
all the company except Mr Crabtree, who ſuffered by 
his loſs of hearing, that oynic was ſoon after accoſted 
by a lady, who, by means of an artificial alphabet, form- 
ed by a certain conjunction and diſpoſition of the fin- 
gers, aſked if he had heard any extraordinary news of 
late? Cadwallader, with his uſual complaitance, repli— 
ed, that he ſuppoſed ſhe took him for a courier or ſpy, 
by teazing him eternally with that queſtion, He then 
expatiated upon the fooliſh curiofity of mankind, which, 
he ſaid, muſt either proceed from idleneſs or want of 
ideas; and repeated almoſt verbatim the officer's infor- 
mation, as a vague ridiculous report, invented by ſome 
ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give himſelf airs of 
importance, and believed only by thoſe who were ut- 
terly unacquainted with the politics and ſtrength of the 
French nation. 

In confirmation of 'what he had advanced, he endea- 
youred to demonſtrate how impoflible it mult be for 
that people to fit out even the third part of ſuch a na- 
vy, ſo ſoon after the loſſes. they had ſuſtained during 
the war; and confirmed his proof by aſſerting, chat, to 
his certain knowledge, the harbours ot Breſt and Fou- 
lon could not at that time produce a iquadron of eight 
ſhips of the line. 

The member, who was an utter ſtranger to this miſ- 
anthrope, hearing his own aſſe verations treated with 


ſach 


he! 
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fach contempt, glowed with confuſion and reſentment, 
and raifing his voice, began to defend his owa veracity 
with great eagerneſs and trepidation, miagling with his 
arguments many bluſtering invectives agaiaſt the inſo- 
lence and i}! manners of his ſuppoſed contradiftor, who 
ſat with the molt mortifying compoſure of countenance, 
till the officer's patience was quite exhauſted; and 
then, to the manifeſt increaſe of his vexation, he was 
informed that his antagoniſt was ſo deaf, that in all 
prohability the laſt trampet would make no impreſ- 
fion upon him, without a previous renovation of his 


organs. 


— — 2 —— 
CHAN ( 


He cultivates an acquaintance with the miſanthrope, who 
favours him with a ſhort ſketch of his own hitory, 


PEREGRINE was extremely well pleaſed with this 

occaſional rebuke, which occurred fo ſeaſonably, 
that he could ſcarce believe it accidental. He looked 
upon Cadwallader, as the greateſt curioſity he had ever 
zndfvn, and cultivated the old man's acquaintance with 
ſuch infinuating addreſs, that in leſs than a fortnight he 
obtained his confidence. As they one day walked into 
the fields together, the Mauhater diſcloſed himſelf in 
thele words:“ Though the term of our communica» 
tion has been but (hort, you muſt have perceived that I 
treat you with uncommon marks of regard, which, I aſ- 
ſure you, is not owing to your perſonal accomplilhments, 
nor the pains you take to oblige me; for the firit I o- 
verleok, and the laſt I ſee through; but there is ſome- 
thing in your diſpoſition which indicates a rooted con- 
tempt for the world, and I underſtand you have made 


lome lucceſsful efforts in expoſing one part of it to the 
ridicule 
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ridicule of the other. It is upon this aſſurance that J 
offer you my advice and aſſiſtance, in proſecuting other 
ſchemes of the ſame nature; and to convince you that 
ſuch an alliance is not to be rejected, I will now give 
you a ſhort {ketch of my hiftory, which will be publiſh- 
ed after my death, in forty-ſeven volumes of my own 
e>mplling. 

I was born about forty miles from this place, of pa- 
rents who, having a very old family-name to ſupport, 
beſtowed their whole fortune on my elder brother; fo 
that I inherited of my father little elſe than a large 
ſhare of choler, to which I am indebted for a great ma- 
ny adventures that did not always end to my fatisfac- 
tion. At the age of eighteen I was ſent up to town, 
with a recommendation to a certain peer, who found 
means to amuſe me with the promiſe of a commiſſion 
for ſeven whole years; and *tis odds but I ſhould hare 
made my fortune by my perſeverance, had not I been 
arreſted and thrown into the Marſhalſea by my land- 
lord, on whole credit J had) ſubſiſted three years, after 
my father had renounced me as an idle uagabond. There 
I remained ſig months, among thole prifoners who have 
no other ſupport than chance charity, and contracted 2 
very valuable acquaintance, which was of great ſervice 
to me in the future emergencies of my life. 

I was no ſooner diſcharged, in conſequence of an ac 
of Parliament for the relief of inſolvent debtors, than 
I] went to the houſe of my creditor, whom 1 cudgelled 
without mercy; and that I might leave nothing un- 
done of thoſe things wich I ought to have done, my 
next ſtage was to Weſtniuſter-hall, where L wanted ut- 
til my patron came forth fron. the houſe, and laluted 
him with a blow that laid him ſenſeleſs on the pave- 
ment; but my retreat was not ſo fortunate as 1 could 
have wilhed: the chairmen and lackeys in Waiting ha- 
ving furrounded and difarined me in a trice, I was com- 

mitted. 
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mitted to Newgate, and loaded with chains; and a ve- 
ry {agacious gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, 
having ſat in judgment upon my caſe, pronounced me 
guilty of a capital crime, and foretold my condemna- 
tion at the Old Bailey. His prognoſtic, however, was 
diſappointed ; for nobody appearing to proſecute me at 
the next ſeſſions, I was diſcharged by order ef the 
court. It would be impoſſible for me to recount, in 
the compaſs of one day's converſation, all the particular 
exploits in which I bore a conſiderable ſhare ; ſuffice it 
to ſay, I have been, at different times, priſoner in all 
the jails within the bills of mortality. I have broke 
from every round-houſe on this fide Temple bar. No 
bailiff, in the days of my youth and deſperation, durſt 
execute a writ upon me without a dozen followers : and 
the juſtices themſelves trembled when I was brought 
before them. 

I was once maimed by a carman, with whom I quar- 
relled becaufe he ridiculed my leek on 5t David's day 
my {kull was fractured by a butcher's clever, on ihe 
like occaſion, I have been run through the body five 
times, and loſt the tip of my left ear by a piſtol bullet, In 
a rencounter of this kind, having left my antagonilt for 
dead, I was wile enough to make my retreat into 
France; and a few days after my arrival at Paris, en- 
tering into converſation with ſome officers on the ſub- 
ject ot politics, a diſpute aroſe, in which I loft my te m- 
per, and ſpoke ſo irreverently of the Grand Mynargue, 
that next morniag I w:s tent to the Baſtile, by virtue 
of a Letire de Cachet. There I remained for - ſome 
months, deprived uf all inte- courle with rational crea- 
tures; a circumitance for which I was not ſorry, as I 


had the more time io project ſchetnes of ievenge againſt 
the tyrant who confined me, and the wretch who had 
betrayed my private converſation ; but tired, at length, 
with thele fruitleſs ivggettions, I was fain to unbend 
the 


the Wey of my thoughts, by a correſpondence with 
ſome induſtrious ſpiders, whu had hung my dungeon 
with their ingenious labours, 

I conſidered their work with ſuch attention, that I 
ſoon became an adept in the myſtery of weaving; and 
furniſhed myſelf with as many uſeful obſervations and 
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reflections on that art, as will compoſe a very curious 
treatiſe, which I intend to bequeath to the Royal So- 
ciety, for the benefit of our woolen manufacture; and 
this with a view to perpetuate my own name, rather 


than befriend my country ; for, thank Heaven! I am 
weaned from all attachments of that kind, and look up- 
on my ſelf as one very little obliged to any ſociety what- 


ſoever. 


Although I prefided with abſolute power over 


this lorg-legged community, and diſtributed rewards 
and pun:fhments to each according to his deſerts, I 
grew impatient of my ſituation, and my natural diſpo— 
fition one day prevailing like a fire which had long been 
imothered, I wrecked the ſury of my indignation upon 
my innocent ſubjects, and in a twinkling deſtroyed the 
whole race. While I was employed in this general 
maſſacre, the turnkey, who brought me food, opened 
the door, and perceivivg my tranſport, ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders, and leaving my allowance, went out pronoun- 


cing, Le pauvre diable “ la ttte lui tourne. My paſſion 
no looner ſubſided, than I re ſolved to profit by this opi- 
nion of the jailor, and from that day counterfeited lu- 
nacy with ſuch ſucceſs, that in leſs than three months I 
was delivered from the Bailile, and ſent to the gallies, 
in which they thought my budily vigour might be of 
fervice, although the ſaculties of my mind were decay- 


ed. Before I was cnained to the oar, I received three 
hundred ſtripes by way of welcome, that I might there= | 16 
by be rendered more tractable, notwithſtanding 1 ulec I 15 


1 the arguments in wy power to periuade them, I was | eb 


2 only pr 
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enly mad north, northweſt, and, when the wind was 
outher/y, knew a hawk from a hand-ſaw. 

In our ſecond cruize, we had the good fortune to be 
overtaken by a tempelt, during which the llaves were 
unbound, that they might contribute the more to the 
preſervation of the galley, and have a chance for their 
lives in caſe of (hjpwreck. We were no ſooner at 
liberty, than, making ourſelves maſters of the veſſel, we 
robbed the officers, and ran her on ſhore among rocks 
on the coaſt of Portugal; from whence I haſtened to 
Liſbon, with a view of obtaining my paſſage in ſome 
thip bound for England, where by this time I hoped” 
my affair was forgotten. 

But before this ſcheme could be accompliſhed, my 
evil genius led me into company; and being intoxica- 
ted, I begin to broach doctrines on the ſubject of reli- 
gion; at which ſome of the party were ſcandalized and 
incenſed, and I was next day dragged out of bed by the 


oiReers of the inquiſition, and conveyed to a cell in the 
priſon belonging to that tribunal. 

At the firlt examination, my relentment was ſtrong 
enough to ſepport me under the torture, which I en« 
Jured without flinching ; but my reſolution abated. and 
my zeal immediately cooled, when I under:tood from a 
fellow. priſoner, who groaned on the other fide of the 
partition, that ina hort time there would be an Auto da 
Fe; in conſequence of which I ſhould, in all provatili- 
tv, be doomed to the fines, if L would not renounce 
my heretical errors, and fub.uit to ſuch penauce as the 
church ſhould think ft to preſcribe, This miſerable 
wrerch was convicted of Judaiſm, which he had private. 
practiſed by conuivance tor many vears, until he had 


maſſed a fortune ſufficient to attract the regard of the 
church. To this he fell a lacrifice, and accordiagly 
prepared himſelf for the ſtake; while I, not at ali am- 

You, II. 2 bitious 


win” Sv; 
5 — 
4 


266 ® IHE ADVENTURES OF 


bitious of the crown of martyrdom, reſolved to tempo- 
rize: fo that, when I was brought to the queſtion the 
ſecond time, I made a folemn recantation. As I, had 
no worldly fortune to obſtruct my ſalvation, I was 
received into the boſom of the church, and, by way of 
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome in the 
habit of a pilgrim, 

During my peregrination through Spain, I was de- 
tained as a ſpy, until 1 could procure credentials from 
the inquiſition at Liſbon ; and behaved with ſuch reſo— 
Jution and reſerve, that, after being releaſed, I was deem- 
ed a proper perſon to be employed in quality of a ſecret 
intelligencer at a certain court. This office J under- 
took without heſitation; and being furniſhed with mo- 
ney and bills of credit, crofl-d the Pyrenees, with in— 
tention to revenge myſelf upon the Spantard for the ſe. 
veritics I had undergone during my captivi:y, 

Having therefore effectually diſguiled myſelf by e 
change of dreſs, and a large patch on one eye, I hired 
an equipage, and appeared at Bologna in quality ct an 
itinerant pnyſician; in which capacity I fucceeded to- 
jerably well, till my lervants decamped 1a the niglit with 
my baggage, and left mein the coadition of Adam. In 
Mort, I have travelled over the greateit part of Europe, 
as a beggar, pilgrim, prieſt, ſoldier, gameſter and quack, 
and felt the extremes of indigence and opulence, with 
the inclemency of weather, in all its viciſſitudes. 1 
have learned that the characters of mankind are every- 
where the ſame ; that common ſente and honeſty bear 
an infinitely {mall proportion to folly and vice; and that 
life is at beit a paultry province. 

After having ſuff-red innumerable hardſhips, dangers 
and dilgteces, I returned to London, where I lived 


ſome years in a garret, and picked up a ſubſiſtence, ſuch 


as it was, by vending purges in the ſtreets, from the 
2 back 


PERE GRINE PICKLE. 287 


back of a pied horſe; in which fituaticn I uſed to has 
rangue the mob in broken Engliſh, under preteace of 
being an High German doQor. 

At laſt an uncle died, by whom I inherit an eſtate 
of three hundred pounds per annum, though in his life- 
time he would not have parted with a ſixpence to fave 
my ſoul and body from perdition, 

I now appear in the world, not as a member of any 
community, or what is called a ſocial creature, but 
merely as a ſpeQator, who entertains hiaſelt with the 
grimaces of a jack-pudding, and banquets his ſpleen in 
beholding his enemies at loggerheads, That I may en- 
joy this diſpoſition, abltracted from all interruption, 
danger, and participation, I feign myſelf deaf; an ex- 
pedient by which I not only avoid all difputes, and 
their conſequences, but allo become maſter of a thou- 
ſand little ſecrets, which are every day whiſpered in 
my preſence, without any ſuſpicion of their being o- 
verheard. You ſaw how I handled that ſhallow politi- 
clan at my lady PlauGible's the other day. The ſame 
method I practiſe upon the crazed tory, the bigot whig, 
the ſour ſupercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the 
bluſtcring coward, the fawning tool. the pert pimp, fly 
ſharper, and every other ſpecies of knaves and fools 
with which this kingdom abounds. 

In conſequence of my rank and character, I obtain 
free admiſlion to the ladies, among whom I have acqui- 
red the appellation of the Scandalous Chronicle. As 
I am conſidered (while ſilent) in no other ligut than 
that of a foot- ſtool or cloow- chair, they diveſt their con- 
verſation of all rellraint before me, and gratify my 
ſenſe of hearing with ſtrange things, which (if I could 
prevail upon mylelt to give the world that fatisfaRtion) 
would compoſe a curious piece of fecret hiſtory, and ex- 
hibit 
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«quit e different idea of charaters from what i, 
commonly entertained, 

By this time, young gentleman, you may perceive 
that I have it in my power to be a valuable correſpon- 
lent, and that it will be your iatereſt to defcrve my 
conad: nce.“ 

Here the miſanthrope left off ſpeaking, deſirous to 
Kno the ſentiments of our hero, who embraced the 
proffered alliance in a tranſport of joy and fſurprize 
and the treaty was no ſooner concluded, than Mr Crab- 
tree began to perform articles, by imparting to him a 
thouſand delicious ſecrets, from the poſſeſſion of which 
he promiſed himſelf innume rab ble ſcenes of mirth and 
enjoyment, By means of this aſſociate, whom he confi. 
dered as the ring of Cyges, he foreſaw that he ſhould 
be enabled to penetrate, aot only into the chambers 
but even to the 1nmoſt thoughts of the female ſex. 
In order to ward of ſuſpicion, they agreed to revile 
cach cther in public, and meet at a certain private ren- 
1ezvous, to communicate their mutual diſcoveries, and 
toncert their future operations, 
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